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Hero much better is it to get Wiſdom than Gold! Prov. xvi. 16. 
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OUL and body conſtitute the whole of 
man, and therefore are the primary 
things, and moſt neceſſary ſubjects we can 
e our enen and "_ S Ns 


Now ſuch books as Jens to party, and 
the ſetting us together by the eam are 


directiy diabolieal. 


And ſuch as teach languages, natural 
philoſophy, oratory, poetry, hiſtory, ma- 
thematieks, and all the arts and ſciences, 
are only for the bringing in and pre- 
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ſerving of credit, profit, and pleaſure, 5 
which are but ſecondary external things, 
ſubſervient to the firſt. 


But thoſe that are written for the en- 
riching the head with needful notions, 


0 P the e eee with 481 


as lf thoſe ae debigned, fo for the 
preſervation; of health, curing of diſeaſes, 
and prolonging of life; that is, | thoſe 


that aim at ſecuring to us a ſound mind 
in a ſound body: theſe, of ;i8:; certain, 


are ha, uſefulneſs of all writings, and 
beſt deſerve our 2 ſerious er and 


obſervance. 


| Accordingly, I. have fixed upon theſe 
ſubjects, ; and have caſt my te mites, 
namely MJ Moral Collections, and my 

Phar- 


WW 


: : „ „ 
lieving I was born a citizen of the world, 


and not for myſelf only, and not know- 
ing how I could ſerve the public better. 


: 


As to the matter of commendation and 


cenſure, I endeavour to neither, exalted 
nor dejected, nor any way concerned 
about either of them. 


And that partly. upon conſideration, 
that they are in the hands of the vul- 
gar, who taking nothing right, diſpenſe 


both theſe not according to merit, but 


caprichio, and generally to the Wrong 
perſons. | fy 


But chiefly becauſe praiſe and diſpraiſe 


are things that belong to this world only, 


which I am every day more and more 


Mo + - 2 7: ſenſible 


| 


14 
ſenſible I muſt ſhortly leave; and there- 


fore am pluming and preparing myſelf to 


take wing into the world of ſpirits, where 


there is no more regard had to the fool- 
ings, the flatteries, and flouts of the little 
human inſects creeping upon the earth, 


than to the actions of ſilly emmits crawl- 
ing upon their hillock. | 


F 4) in that ſtate, hay that are miſerable 
| ſhall. feel, and can think of nothing but 
- miſery ; but the happy will be filled up 


to the utmoſt of their capacity, with 


beatific viſion, wonder, joy, rapture, 
ecſtaſy, ineffable, inconceivable, and in- 
ceſſant for ever and ever. 


Goop Rzaves, 
I ſuſpe& I may have written ſome things 
twice; if not the ſame in words, yet in 
| ſenſe; 
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ſenſe; which F defire you to paſs by fa- 
vourably; foraſmuch as you! may well 
think it was as difficulr and dull a thing 
for me, in ſo great a number of indepen- ; 
dent ſentences, to find out the repeti- 
tions, as it would be in a vaſt heap of 
different coins and medals, confuſedly 
thrown together, to pick out here and 
there one that bore the ſame and like 
inſeription, with ſome other among 


them. 
| Beſides the pains, ſich a ſearch would 
coſt me more time, than I can afford it; 
; for my glaſs of life running now low, 
I muſt not ſuffer one ſand to fall in 
waſte, nor ſpend one minute in Pg. 
of ſtraws. - 55 g 
„ 8 | And 


1 vii | = 

And moreover, my aged eyes being 1 
grown weak and dim, I fear they will! 

become quite dark, by much peruſing and 

| poring; or at leaſt ſo far, ſo as to render 19 150 

me unable to perfect ſeveral papers now 

1 | lying by me, which I would ded 15 

| make a preſent of to ou. 17 
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VBIUaost to conclude this, ſince in matters 
= of advice precept muſt be upon precept, and 157 
1 line upon line, 1 apologize in the words of thing 
St. Paul, To write | the ſame things to you, FH 
to me indeed is not armee but "for you it 2 
. 8 n Bm cheap 
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= a 1762 JEGIN to be Eu betimes : *** canſt 
s ff not be too good; nor too "ES 

| 1763 Sell not virtue to purchaſe wealth. 
V 1764 Let thy inſide be better than thy outſide. 
5 1765 Judge not a man * his i incomes, but by 
his expences. 

1766 Be nduftrigns; ; but not affected 1 in ſhew- | 


- 


| ing thy abilities. 
d 1767 Think a day before thou promiſeſt any 
f thing a moment. | 
5 1768 Read not to Miſpute, but live: not to talk, 
” but know. £ 
it | 1769 Be pleaſant and familiar; but not to 
cheapneſs and contempt. | - 
1770 Then ſpeak when it is not expedient to 
hold thy peace. 5 
1771 Of all ſtudies ſtudy thy preſent condition. f 
| 1772 Let thy vices die before thee. 7 
1773 Undertake . and execute with | 
n.. 
1774 Live i in the world as if thou meanedſt to 
leave it. 
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477 Be as good in proſperit ſperi y as in adverſi ty. 


x776 ARIEL GR: x95-t 


of thy friend. 
1777 Suſpect all ein and groundleſs 
civilities. 
1778 If chou expeſieſt to receive good, do thou 
thyſelf do good. 
1779 Take as much care to blame thyſelf, as 
to reprove others. | 
1780 Obſerve all men; but thyſelf moſt. 
1781 Do nothing for thy friend againſt thy 
conſcience. _ 
1782 See not with * eyes; but always 
have thy own about thee, 
1783 Carry it courteouſly to all; 
few ; and flatter none. 
1784 If thou haſt knowledge, let others light 


Hadley to 


their candle at thine. 


1785 Tell not to him that * chinkeſt will 
not believe thee. | 

1786 Neither oppoſe, nor deſpiſe what thou 
doſt not underſtand. 

1787 Add not one inch to beauty; , will raiſe 
it up into vanity. 

1788 Be not ſo frugal of thy time, as to laviſh 
away my health, 


1789 Be 
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1789 Be à good man, W thou art not ſo ; 
accounted. 

1790 Make God thy friend; and then it | is no 
matter who is thy enemy. 

1791 If thou wouldeſt not fear death, live a 
good life, 

1792 It is goodneſs not grommets, that will do 
thee good, 

1793 Never think thyſelf the wiſer for 8 | 
of fools. 
1794 Chooſe not a wife ſo enuch by thy era as 
by thy ear. 

1795 Uſe temporal elves; but defire eternal. 

1796 Thou ſhouldeſt =o thy houſe noe ny 
houſe thee, | 

1797 Do ill to none; ſpeak ill of none. 

1798 Be not of any faction. A wiſe man is al- 
ways free, 

1799 Know thyſelf; ſo ſhall no Harttrer get 
within thee, 
1800 Make not a jeſt of another man” 8 5 infir 
mity. Remember thy own. 

1801 Be good to thy ſervants; but not familiar 
with them. 


1802 If thou canſt not tall to the purpoſe, 


tearn to hearken. A 
1803 Be merciful to every one, even to a beaſt. 
—— SW 1804 Never 


1 
1804 Never marry without full conſent on both 
tides. 


1805 Let thy library lie chiefly in hy head and 


in thy heart. 

1806 If thou boaſteſt of thyſelf, thou affronteſ 
the company. 

1807 Do what is thy alas ; and what is more 
is vanity. 

1808 If thou canſt not undents eroſſes = joyfully, 
yet bear them patiently. _ - 
1809 If thou doſt what thou canſt, not to err, 
thou wilt miſs very narrowly. 

1810 Accuſtom thyſelf to do well upon all oc- 
caſions. 


1811 Prize not thyſelf for what thou haſt ; but 


by what thou art. 
1812 If thou art envied, let it not trouble thee ; 
it is a good ſign. 


1813 Keep thy promiſe orecifety with all the 


world; but promiſe not for others. 


= 1814 Always tell truth: where it is not loved, | 
it is reſpected and feared, 


1815 Take care of thy buſineſs thyſelf, if thou 
wouldeſt have it ſucceed. | 


1816 Believe not that men have an I for 
thee only becauſe they ſay fo. 
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1817 Keep 


conce: 
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mind « 
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1817 Keep thy eyes wide open before marriages 


and half ſhut afterwards. 


1818 Look upon thy life as a POR: that con- 


dne e runs, and never returns. 


1819 Pray for Infidels ; but never give up | 


thy creed in compliment to them.” 


1820 With and ſpare not ; but let not adele 
make thy wiſhes vain. | 
- 1821 Spend not thy time idly: * ee 


| thy friends, and thyſelf need it. 


1822 Do good to all; that thou mayeſt keep 
thy friends, and gain thy enemies. 
1823 Diſpute not againſt common cuftom ; that | 


| would be fighting againit the whole world. 


1824 Account him thy friend that e my 
good more than thy good will. 5 | 
1825 Labour not to inform a proud man it 


will but make him thy enemy. 


1826 If thou wouldeſt live without croſles, fix 
not thy affections on the world. eee Oh CORO 
1827 If thou wouldeſt ſucceed in thy projet 

conceal thy ſecret. 

.1828 Other men's ſins 50 to put wee in 
mind of thy own frailty. = 
1829 In mixed aſſemblies be fure e fay noting 
againſt any one's ſentiments. - > 
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1830 Deſire nothing, but what thou knoweſt 


+ thyſelf capable of and fit for. 


1831 Then only doſt thou begin to B when 
thou art got above the fears of death. 


1832 Be reſpectful before the n. and ſilent 


before the ignorant. 
1833 Engage not ſo far in * party, a8 wmake 
its quarrels thine. 


1834 Let calamity be the 3 but not che 
| overthrow of thy virtue. 


1835 Never reprehend a fault \thow art 1 to 
Sommit thyſelf. . 
1836 If thou an ſort live to 
others, thou doſt not live to thyſelt. 
1837 Speak ſparingly to thy competitor for cau- 
tion ſake ;- and to others for civility. 
1838 If thou art cenſorious, thou art full of 
pride, malice, envy, and prejudice. 15 

1839 It concerns thee more, to govern hy will, 
gan to increaſe thy knowledge. 


1840 Set thy on works before thy ayer 4 and 
| baſs other men's behind thy back. | 


- 1841 Neither hate the man for his vice; nor 


love the vice for the man's fake. 


1842 Fear pride and vanity, even in thy beſt 
and moſt virtuous actions. 


1843 Sup» 


friend. 

185 
the tri 

185 
preven 
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deeds: 
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160 3 Suppoſe all thy auditors enemies when 
thou diſpraiſeſt any. 

1844 Spend not that time in deliberating en 
ſhould be employed in doing. 

1845 Thou oughteſt rather to bewail the life of 
the wicked, than the death of the juſt. 
1846 In youth ſtudy to live well; in age | to 
teach well; in both to die well, : 

Ds th doubtful and difficult buſineſs lefpond 

; but wait upon after-occaſions. 

160 If thou wouldeſt put a ſuſpected friend to 
the teſt, offer to borrow money of him. 

1849 Truft not to thy preſent deſire; for it 
will quickly be changed into ſomething elſe: 

1850 Let not thy zeal for a cauſe puſh + thee it into 
a hazardous engagement. 
1851 Contradi& not ſuch as are apt to quarrel; 
and take no pleaſure in provoking thein. 5 

1852 Thou canſt not joke an enemy into a 
friend, but may'ſt a friend into an enemy. 

1853 Thou may'ſ upon ſome occaſions conceal 
the truth, but in no caſe deny it. 

1854 Tell not afore-hand thy deſign, left it be 
Petenten, and thou mocked. 

1855 Boaſt not of thy good deeds, left thy evil 
deeds alſo he brought upon the board. 

| B 1:5 1856 Have 
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1856 Have a care of paſſion. Anger e 
with folly, and ends with repentance. 
1857 Since life is ſo very ſhort, live as much as 
thou canſt in ſo ſhort a time. 
1858 If thou wouldeſt be provident of . time, 


make choice of good company and good bòͤoks. | 
1859 In the morning think what thou haſt to 


do; and at night aſk what thou haſt done. 


1860 Be thankful for the leaſt gift; ſo ſhalt 
thou be meet to receive greater. 


1861 Frequent not thoſe who are not ke a of 


knowing thy attainments and worth. , 
1862 Be not ſo careful to ſpeak few words, as 


not to, utter ſuperfluous and impertinent ones. 


1863 In counſel it is good to ſee dangers: i 
execution not to ſee them, except they be a 
great. 
1864 Promiſes may "get thee friends; 43 but non- 
performance will turn them into enemies. | 
1865 Command pleaſure and pain ; hope and 


fear ; and thou wilt be as free as any man upon 


VE 
1866 If. thou wouldeſt be delivered from the 
fears of death, prepare for it.. 
1867 Be careful throughout thy earthly IF, 
to Py an heavenly mind. 


: 1868 Al 
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1868 All che while thou ſtudieſt revenge, thou 
art tearing thy own wounds open. | 4 
1869 Aſk counſel of the Ancients what is beſt „ 
but of the Moderns what is fitteſt. . 
1870 If thou art choleric and e thou 
art a declared enemy to civil ſociety. * 
1871 What matters it if thou art not happy o on 
. earth, provided thou art ſo in heaven. 
1872 If thou lookeſt too often in thy glass, 
thou wilt not ſo much ſee thy face, as thy folly. 
1873 Thou wert better have the whole world 
againſt thee, than be againſt thyſelf. 
1874 Neither too much remember, nor alto- 
gether forget, that thou art well born. 
1875 If thou makeſt Bacchus thy chief god, 
Apollo will never keep thee company. F 
1876 Life flies ſo faſt, that if thou uſeſt not to- 
day, thou mayꝰſt want a to-morrow, | 
187% Live in thy body, as if thou wert to wigs 
in it this night, and to leave it to-morrow. 
1878 Labour to be ſuch an one in thy life, as 
thou wiſheſt to be found at thy death. | 
1879 Since other men's tongues are not within 
thy teeth, how canſt thou hope to govern them. 
1880 If thou art a good man, thou wilt never 
put money in the ſcale againſt virtue. : 
Big - »-- 1881 When 
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1 10 1 
181 When thou commendeſt good actions, 


thou in ſome meaſure makeſt them thy own. 


2882 Fhy greateſt wiſdom confiſts in "_ 
acquainted with thy own follies. 
3883 ... . 
canſt, otherwiſe thou art not ſincerely good. 
1884 It is W en e eee 


| with having thy eyes upon others. 


2885 Be as circumſpect in every thing thou 
ſpeakeſt or doeſt, as if an enemy ftood at thy elbow. 
186 If thou canſt in profperity foretell a dan- 


ger, thou ſhalt in adverſity foreſve adeliverance. 


- x887 Think thyſelf happy if thou haſt one true 
friend : never think of finding another. 
1888 Be ſlow of belief; for the world is full of 


_ Impoſtures, deceits, and lies. 


1889 The troubles thou meeteſt in this world, 
ſhould teach thee to mind, and prepare for a better. 
1890 Twill be wiſer to run away when thou 
haſt no remedy, than to die in the field fooliſhly. 
- 1995 *Tis better for thee to receive an affront, 
than hear a flattery with pleaſure. 
1992 When thou goeſt againſt the ſuggeſtions 
of thy reaſon and n thou. rebelleſt againſt 


God himſelf, 


1893 I would fain bring thee to that paſs, that 


thy liking may not depend upon another's opinion. 


1894 Thou 


5 
7894 Thou wit nat be à loſer if thou ben ai: ; 
and yet ſaveſt thy foul at laſt. 

1895 Paſs not a bad conſtruction on a matter, 
that may as probably admit a favourable one. | 
1896 Thou art bound always to fide with the 
right; though there be none but Gn and juſtice 
for it. | 
1897 Place more aſſurance in * that pets 
than in him who hath received benefits. 

1898 Points of wit ate ſine in diſeourſe; but 
thou muſt Wap "oy ume 

draw IO. 
1899 Have a care &f preſuming upon aftet᷑· 
games; for if that miſs; all is gone. 
1090 Fhou canſt no more be waere here, 
than thou eanſt be too happy hereafter. . 

1901 If thou canſt attain to deſire but ls, 
thou wilt not need much. 

1902 In practieals thou wilt get the beft know 
ledge, and the e b nnn by prac= 

1903 The meekneſs of Moſer will do thee more 
good than the ſtrength of 'Sumpſon. © 

1904 If thou once comeſt. to think thy place 
below thee, thou wilt mind it o pe that thou 


wilt ſoon be below it. 
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1905 When thou ſpeakeſt to a man, look upon 
his eyes ; when he Hobs. to * upon his a 


mouth. 3 


1906 If thou formeſt thy opinion too fron, thou 


wilt be in danger of repenting too late. 


190% Twill be leſs diſcreditable- to thee, 'to | 


5 abride My FINES: than to RP to petty get 


1908 If thou haſt a 3 in hag; let it not: 


go to catch a pheaſant that flyeth by. 


1909 Be not covetous. The pleaſures of this 


world conſiſt in having neceſſaries, not ſuperflui- 
1910 Do nothing that may diſparage thee. A 
bad reputation will tarniſh all thy good actions. 


1911 Do good without regard to what others 
will ſay; and never conſider what reflections they 


will make. | 

1912 If thou art in a fair way, make * of thy 
time: do not trifle, nor alter thy courſe. 
1913 Within thyſelf behold thyſelf; and to 
know what thou art, give not credit to other men. 


1914 Forſake thyſelf, reſign thyſelf, and then 


thou ſhalt enjoy much inward peace. 


1915 Have a ſpecial care how thou promiſeſt for 


others ; 3 for the performance may be out of thy 
1916 Study 
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: 1916 Study togbe eminent in things that aro 
praiſe-worthy. Mediocrity is below a brave ſoul. - - 


1917 Though a clownith air be but a ſmall de- 
fect, yet it is enough to make all people, diſguit 
thee. 


1918 Take all things, 1 not & by the blade which | 
may hurt; but by the haft, n is the FOE for 


defence. : 
1919 If any aſk in 2 haſte, let him be an- 
ſwered at leiſure, ſo thalt thou not be ſurpriſed. 


1920 If thou wouldeſt live long, live well; for 


there are two things which ſhorten life—folly and 
wickedneſs. 
1921 Be not too diſtdent of thyſelf. Thoſe 


that every moment are afraid of tn do nothing 


almoſt but ſtumble. 

1922 J dare not recommend in hw, ths Fan 
liarity of great men: it is a fire that often ſcorches. 
15923 Contract no great debts ; though a man 

would give thee credit to the day of judgment. 
1924 Magnificent promiſes are to be ſuſpected; 
therefore do great things, and promiſe little. 

1925 If thou keepeſt a good table, thou ſhalt. 
extend thy acquaintance z but art not ſure W 
to get friends. 

1926 Take care to Fa right kat cighal?; ; for 

a juſt ä may be unjuſtly executed. 

1927 The 


FRE +: 
1929 The brain of « fox will be of little fer- 


pa of a lion. | 
1928 Every day that thou ſpendeſt in idleneſs 


and uſeleſsneſs, lops off a little branch from thy 
Hort life. 
he Wye: © AHA Sect aig tt 


thee not to attempt too. haſtily, nor purfue too 


cagerly. 
1946 Meaſure not alf reaſon by thy own : it is 
an encreachment uport the common right of man- 
1931 Miſtake not. Thoſe pleaſures are not 


pleafures thet trouble the quiet and 3 of 


thy life. 
1932 If thou ſuffereſt micthes to deſtroy himſelf 


when thou canſt welt help it, thou deſtroyeſt him. 


1933 Think of thyſelf, it will ere long be ſaid 


of thee, as thou haſt ſaid of others. He is dead. 

1934 Of the wiſe thou ſhalt learn to make thy- 
ſelf better; of fool, to make thyſelf more adviſed. 

1935 Money in thy purſe will ever be in faſhion: 
and no man is n for gay garments, but by 
fools. 

1936 What if thou art not ſo happy as thou de- 
ſiteſt; be content with this, that thou art. not ſo- 
wictched as thou delerveit.. | 
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10 It is good ſometimes, that thou forget thy 
intereſt for the ſake of others, to the end that wy 
may do the like for thee. 

1938 le is a great act of life, to know how to 
ſell air; ; that is, to make advantage by giving good 


words. 
1939 Be not bailed out of truth and virtue: 


the very inſtinct of our nature — in us the 
baſeneſs of it. * 

1940 Whenever thou aſkeſt counſel, gen the 
very truth, that the eounſel thou W may alſo 
be true. 

1947 It is much better for thee, not to be ſub- 
_ je& to diſcontent ; Rate: to receive much eonſo- 
lation. | 
1942 Never uncover the ſhame and nakedneſs 
of thy brother, but when ee en and. 

charity ineites thee. 
1043 If thou canſt not find tranquillity i in thy- 
ſelf, it will be to little purpoſe” to ſeek it any 
where ee. 
1944 If thou continually intereſteſt thyſelf in 
other men's buſineſs, thou wilt never be at an end 
of trouble. 
1945 Covet not ſo much to have PY pleaſures 
grand, magnific, and lofty; as to have them ſweet, 
facile, and ready, 


1946. Be 


I 
1946 Be not puffed up with thy perfetions z 
but let N humility auen thee from thy own 
virtue. % 
1947 God willeth what he . ; * if thy 
will accord not witch his, which wilt thou lay i is 
wiſeſt and beſt. ' 

1948 Thou ough! teſt to contract perfect nv 
with honeſt men, but yet not to be at odds with 
others. 

1949 Do injury to none; for 3 thou pe 
teachelt others to injure thee : and then thou canſt = 882 
not complain. ä | 3 

1950 If thou uſeſt tedious aimanitions. thou 425 
wilt dull the adviſed; and render thyſelf en 
tible. 

1951 Serve WIG ſo: as not to inj ure thyſelf too 
3 much; and ſo thyſelf, as to help others. $4 3 
"i 1952 If thou marrieſt a rich wife, thou art ſure 
| to have ſomewhat to be in love -withal. _ 

E-- 1953 Learn the art of ſilence. The wiſe man 8 
Wo that holds his . 58 more than the fool * 2 
Sm... * fate it 

1954 Be 8 in thy 5 or . of == 
life; and let all the intervals or ſpaces of time be — 


196 
well filled up. let it x 


1055 5 | thee. | 
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ſtand 
horſes 
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ſopher 
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1955 I would have thee pity thoſe that under- 
ſtand no better than to pleaſe themſelves with 5 


horſes, dogs, and dice. 


1956 Thou wert better eat ſalt with 1 "hilo- 
ſophers of Greece, than. ſugar with the courtiers of 


Italy. 


1957 Speak not ill, but upon certain know- | 
ledge. There is no ſufficient recompence for an 


unjuſt ſcandal. 
1958 What art thou 3 than the . 


beggar, unleſs thou art more wiſe and more vir- 
tuous than he ? | 


1959 If thou wrongeſt thy neighbour by = 


words, thou woundeſt thy own ſoul with thy 
tongue. 
1960 Adhere to thy faith and true bn, and. 


not to the perſons that make e of it; and 


buſtle about it. 


1961 Do nothing to loſe common 1 reputation; 3 


| whichis ſo neceſlary, that wounds it, one is out of 
the world, "3 


8 1962 Mark what makes men cfm. and i imi- 


tate it if it fit thy manner ; 1 what diſeſteemed, 


. and avoid it. 


1963 If a matter doth not entirely. pleaſe, yet 
let it not trouble thee, and then it cannot hah 


thee.. 


1964 If 
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1964 If thou wilt have no difference with thy 


friends, ſell them not horſes, nor goods; and buy 
nothing of them. 


106 d. nt contented to be yoo eny Wykif, 


but endeavour alſo what thou canſt to make others 
ſo. 5 5 
1966 If thou wouldeſt check a report, deſpiſe 
it; if thou goeſt about to ſtop it, it will run an 
faſter. | 
196 If virtue accompany thy e thou 


wilt reliſh them well, and never be afraid of their | 


conſequence. 
1968 Why ſhouldeft thou give way to impatience 


in trouble? that will neither eaſe thy mind, not 


effect thy purpoſe. 


1969 If thou art a wiſe man, thou wilt dra 
more advantage from thy enemies, than a fool dots 
from his friends. 


1970 Art thou content to be eternally miſera- 
ble, if thou doſt not live to the time, thou ſetteſt 


for repentance, come ? 


1971 Diſtruſtfulneſs is the mother of ſafety; 


but take care not to expreſs it; for . can 


be more diſobliging. 
1972 If thou playeſt too long between two par- 
ties, they may both in time join together to be in 


earneſt with thee. 


1973 Thou 
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1073 Thou wilt gain nothing by being vain- / 
glorious; but the general ME ſeorn, and 


hatred of other men. 


1974 While good fortune is at thy houfe, re- 
member to prepare for the reception of bad. 


1975 Tie more eaſy than thou imagineſt to be- 


come maſter of the world ; *tis but to flight to all, 
| and make good uſe of all. 


1976 Whatever good thou canſt do, without 
damage to thyſelf, thou art e to do; even to 
a ſtranger. 


1977 If thou wouldeſt be maſter of another's ' 


heart, it is neceſſary that thow _ his inelina- 


tions and delights. 
1978 If thou art wiſe, thou knoweſt * own . 


ignorance z and thou art n if thou knoweſt 
not thyſelf. 


1979 Confider, a little while hence all 11 thy de- | 
lights will be gone, the curtain will be G | 


and thy act of life finiſhed. 

1980 If another hath what thou canſt be with= 
out, what is he the better, or thou the worſe, while 
he wants more, and thou leſs. 

1981 If thou grieveſt and tortureſt thyſelf for 
thy misfortunes, thou doft but add gall to thy 
wormwood, 
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1982 A kind word, and an obliging we will 
gain thee more reſpect than all thy fine trappings. 


1983 Be eaſy of acceſs, and pleaſant and agree- 
able in thy converſation ; and fo every man will 


delight in thy company. 


1984 Set not up for a judge of another's con- 
ſcience, but look to thy own, and leave his to him. 
1985 Reſolve thy will into the will of God, and 
then thou ſhalt not be troubled at any thing that 


can happen. 


— 


1986 So carry thyſelf to thy children and ſer- 


vants, that they may fear rather thy aupleaſure 
than thy correction. 
1987 Avoid as much as s poſſibly thou ant the 


: company of vicious perſons, for vice is as infec- 


tious as the plague. .. 
1988 Thou wert better take s paind oof WY 


dering at firſt, than endure ten times the trouble of | 


repentance at laſt. 
1989 If thou truſteſt every one, "this wilt be 


| known to be a fool: if thou truſteſt none, thou 


wilt be ſuſpected to be a knave. : 

1990 Let the tranſitory. being of all 8 
things be a document to thee, not to hope for per- 
petual delights from them. 
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1991 If thou doſt ill, think not to excuſe thy- 
ſelf for being tempted to it, if thou hadſt . 
ſtrength to reſiſt it. | 


1992 When thou readeſt a book, RR it no 


further than 1t agrees to reaſon, let WR will be 
the author of it. | 

1993 In things neceſſary, thou may'ſt go dane 
with the ancient church ; but in OW nne, 


with the preſent. 
1994 Sell not thy eee n ata low rate: 
it will ſet the market for another to _ thine at the 


fame price. 


1995 Books ſhould be choſen as friends ought - 


to be; few, but choice ones; yet thou may'it have 
many acquaintance. | 


1996 Thou wilt be eaſed of anda of cares, 


diſtractions, and troubles, and if thou doſt but 
well regulate thy deſires and fears. 
1997 Wouldeſt thou improve in thy Wb 


affect not a multitude of books: there are but few 


worth ſtudying. 
1998 The ſooner thou applieſt thyſelf to it, 2 


the more haſte thou makeſt, the longer ſhalt thou 


enjoy a rectified mind. 


1999 What doth it concern thee which was ths . 


elder, Homer or Heſod; or which was the talkers 


Helen or Hecuba ? 


| 2000 Though 
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2000 Though thou art too much a man to be 
without all paſſion, yet thou art not to be ſo much 


a beaſt as to be governed by it. 
2001 Find out thy own miſtakes and filings, 
in order to amend them. A diſeaſe known is half 


cured, 


' 2002 It cannot be too ſoon to ſet about thy re- 
pentance now; becauſe thou 1 er 
it may be too late. 

2003 In vain doſt thou endeavour to amend thy- 
ſelf, if thou continueſt to cenſure and peak ill of 
others, 

2004 If "OP art a good man, TRE wile love 
thyſelf too well to loſe, and thy neighbour al ſo, to 


= an eſtate by gaming. 


dos When thou comeſt into the world of 


die, it will ſignify nothing to thee to have been 


rich or great in this world. 

2006 Thou may ſt as reaſonably expect to be 
well and at eaſe without health, as to * happy 
without holineſs. 

2007 If thou doſt repent, thou den make 
ſatisfaction, and doſt recal thy ill action as much 
as lieth in thy power. 

2008 If thou art virtuous meerly that thou mayꝰſt 
be famed for it, thou art no better than a vain- 


-glorious ſinner. 
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2009 Thou art no chriſtian at all, if n art 
only one outwardly, and haſt not the ſame mind 
and ſpirit that was in Chriſt. 

2010 Whatever great thing thou rand to 
do in thy life, thou ſhouldeſt think of atchieving 
it by fifty years old. | 

2011 The buſineſs of thy life i is to inform thy 
underſtanding, to refine thy ſpirits, and then to 
regulate all thy actions. 

2012 Forecaſt and pre-ſuppoſe ** inconve- 
niences and hindrances may be in thy way; ſo 


may'ſt thou provide againſt them. 


2013 If thou hopeſt for an opportunity of acting 
thy revenge, rapine, or luſt, thou watcheſt to do 
thyſelf a miſchief. _ | 

2014 Thou may'ſt be deprived of hy honours 
and riches againſt thy will, but not of * virtue 
except thou conſenteſt. 

2015 Give no advantage in argument, nor loſe 
any that is offered: this is a benefit which ariſes 


from temper. 


2016 The refuſing or acoeptiog of 3 hand- 
ſomely, is as great a trial of thy wiſdom, as the 


| cupel is of ſilver. 


2017 If thy ſoul be not adorned with modeſty 
and ſolid goodneſs, all external accompliſhments 
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2018 Great beauty, great length, and great 1 


riches, are really and truly of no great uſe. 

2019 Thou art not bound to believe any one 
poſitively againſt thy reaſon, which God hath wm 
thee to be thy guide. 


2020 Thou perfectly knoweſt what! is 55 and 
what is evil; and may'ſt be as certain in ren nor 


in mathematicks. 


2021 Avoid knowing more than Fac Ay | 


Secrets are troubleſome burthens to ſuch AS. are 
not intereſted in them. | 


2022 Never trouble thyſelf about government: 


the diforders of the nation by to none Bey the 


governors of it. 
2023 Aſſiſt the afllicted with ſomething real, if 


thou canſt, As for > pee ey are but water ; 17 555 


good can they do? 


2024 There is already a get Aden made in 


a work, if, before it be begun, thou takeſt all the 
leiſure requiſite to think of it. 
2025 Affect not to be wiſe and knowing out 
of time: learning n not kindly. to every 
palate. 

2026 If thou relieſt too much upon the honeſty 
of othermen, it may probably, at one time or other, 
undo thee. | 
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2027; A chick thing which thou baſt to 1227 
and endeavour in this N90 is, © make thy ** 


comfortable. 
2028 Thou wilt Mew more Jiſcretion i in a | 


ing thy own faults, than wit in en . 


others” failings. 
2029 Wiſe men ſay of inconvenient and i- 
grounded friendſhips, tis better to unſtitch e 
than to tear chem all to pieces. | 
2030 If thou wouldeſt be a rich or a great man, 
thou muſt learn to turn e accident to ſome 


advantage. 


2031 If thou carrieft in | thy breaſt any. m will 


and malice againſt any one, it is an argument that 


thyſelf art not forgiven of God. | 
2032 It is altogether as commendable to 2 ; 


upon a juſt occaſion, as to grant in due ſeaſon. 


2033 Keep no company with libertines or 
gameſters, the loſs of money and time is the leaſt. 
thing thou haſt to fear among ſuch. _ 
2034 When thou doeſt a good thing, have * 
care that a little ſelf- love and . be not in thy 


way when thou doſt it. 


2035 It is enough to be Se to thy friend 
once or twice; but if it come to a third _— thou 


| hadſt beſt break friendſhip... 
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2836 Thy tongue and chy heart oughtralways 
to go together. What thou ſayeſt CINE 


tained by what thou doeſt. 
2037 Never make a trial of kill in Loba 


hazardous, and dangerous — when thou 8 | 


well avoid it. 


2038 If chou art virtuouſly inclined; Anal: 


n proſperity, Mas 
dred days of adverſity. —_ No 

+2039 If thou wilt be catched-in Aire 4 
petite, thou art viler than a beaſt, that has no 
reaſon to regulate him. 


20% Know chis, that good works Wer 


Have thee ; PEE he be 2 


out them. | 
2041 In the diſuſtrous Udehbente of ur ns 


wherein thy on induſtry eee 
help thee, thy patience muſt. 5 

2042 If it be obſerved that thou indiſtreetly 
telleſt any one thing, it will be ſuſpected N 
wilt tell every thing. 

2043 He that adviſed thee not to let the lun ſet 
in thine anger, did · not command thee to truſt a 
woe akon, enemy next morning. e 

2044 Thy rewards ought not much to eceed 


the merit of him whom thou conferreſt them 28 
wor thy own eaſy abilities. : 


2045 To 
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2045 To enjoy leiſure well, it is neceſſary that 
thou employeſt it in denning ſomething that is 
worth thy While. 

2046 Set a value upon thyſelf; there is no better 


means to preſerve thy eſteem with others. 


2047 Thoſe things which thou canſt not amend | 


in thyſelf or others, thou oughteſt to ſuffer * 
tiently, till God order matters otherwiſe. ELL 


2048 Report -not an il} thing that thou thyſelf 
knoweſt not, but by the report of a man, who - 
may lie or aggravate the matter. 

2049 Thou wilt never- talk too much AY 
thou talkeſt well; but thou always ſpeakeſt too 
much hen thou ſpeakeſt ill. ES 
2050 Be induſtrious and honeſt in thy eating, 
thereby thou wilt ſerve — thy . N 


thyſelf,” 


2051 Perchance dy conſcience can diſpenſe 


with more than thy credit can. In that caſe avoid 
the ſcandal as thou wouldeſt avoid a ſin. 55 


2052 Glory not in making others drunk. What 
joy canſt thou take in that victory where the Devil 


wears the garland, and the reward is hell. 


2053 Compare what thou haſt received with 


what thou haſt deſerved, and thou wilt ſee thy 
2 have been fewer than thy ſins. 


. 2054 Better 
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a0 Better turn thy eyes from wht diſliketh 
thee, and leave unto every one his own e 
than ſtrive with contentious words. 


2055 Conſider that the beauty thou art in love | 


with is but a ſkin that covers ſuch blood, and n 


and filthineſs, as is in the uglieſt wretch. 
2056 Thou may'ſt learn virtue from thoſe that 


have none, if thou abſtaineſt from every thing thou 
obſerveſt vicious in their actions. | 
2057 Drive away and never endure 3 FEY 
Whoever entertains thee with the faults of others, 
deſigns to ſerve thee in the ſame kind. | 
2058 The time will come when thou ſhalt de- 
| fire one day, or even one hour to amend in, and I 


cannot ſay it will be granted thee. 


2059 Think with thyſelf ſeriouſly from whence 


thou cameſt, whither thou art to go, and wt 
- thou art to be to all eternity. 
200 Thou canft not deviſe how more to vex 


a detractor than by contempt : thus thou ſhalt 
force Spite to drink off her own poiſon. 
2061 Avoid carefully thoſe vices which moſt 


reſemble: virtue; they are a thouſand. times more 


dangerous than others. 

2062 Be thankful fos what thou haſt, and 3 
thou wilt not be much diſcontented for what thau 
wanteſt. 


5 2063 If obe g 
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2063 If any man 6ffend thee with too much 


impertinent talk, do not give him the hearing, and 


that will be revenge enough. 
2064 Be not a man of many friends, for then 
thou wilt be a flave to many, and muſt ſhare in all 


their cares, diſquiets, and buſineſſes. 
2065 Of all kinds of converſation avoid jeering. 

One jeer ſeldom goes forth but it returns with its 
equal, and they together beget a quarrel. | 


2066 If thou perpetually readeſt good books, 


and thy parts be anſwerable, thou wilt in time 


taſtes] in a huge ſtock of knowledge. 
2067 In matters of duty rather do too much 
than too little; but in matters of nnn ra- 


ther take too little liberty than too much. 


2068 If thou haſt a mind to be bubbled, amoſt 
effectual way is, to ry ou art wiſer than thy 


- neighbour. 


2069 If thou afronteft the poor because of his 


poverty, which he brought not upon himſelf by 


his vices, thou affronteſt God's providence © © 
- 2070 If thou favoureſt evil; thou art worſe than 
he that committed it. Thou acteſt . ; 
but he was acted on by temptation. 

2071 I would not have thee to love the ſecurity 
and contentment of privacy and retirement, ſo as 


to be guilty of lingularity and affectation. 
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2072 Expect no aſſiſtance from God, but then 
when that which thou enterprizeſt is what he ap- 
proveth of; and then thou art not a to 
thyſelf. 

2073 Be not deceived. It is not that which 
men believe of thee will make thee happy or mi- 
ſerable ; but that which thou believeſt of thyſelf. 

2074 Beware of common curſing. or ſwearing. 
There may be perhaps.ſome ſort of excuſe for ſins 
that produce either profit or pleaſure; but this 


hath nothing to ſay for itſelf. 


2075 Print it in thy Gong} that et iber 
ſoever thou haſt, be it never ſo manifold, if thou 


art poor withal, how and thy virtues ſhall be de- 
ſpiſed. Eves. 


: 


2076 There is . earth worth thy ay, 


though heaven be worth thy waiting ; therefore 


be content to live, and willing to die. 

2077 Study how to raiſe and keep up reputa- 
tion from eſtate, magnificence, virtue, parts, & e. 

2078 Riches are given thee, that thou mayꝰſt 
paſs thy life eaſily; but life is not — thee, __ 
thou may'{ keep up riches. _ 

2079 Judge not the. happineſs of a man by one 
part of it—birth, wit, ſtrength, riches; honours. 
Where is the * his deſires? | 
2080 No 


* : 
? 
L | 31 ] 
| on 


2080 If thou haſt any diſcontents, let them be 
thy ſecrets, for if the world come to know them, 
they will deſpiſe thee, and increaſe them. . 

2081 Idle, ſcandalous ſtories do harm to bim 


that makes them, to thaſe they are made to, and to 


thoſe oy are made. _ and; ſo. kill three at 


once 


2082 Study 3 own acl 3 that of 
others, Examine thyſelf without favour or; parr 


tiality. Never. een but be ae 89 
others. 


2083 Indulge nota eee! in bed.. Why 
ſhouldeſt thou live but half thy * .. 


there will be ſleeping enough. 


2084. When thou art with thy friends, a 
eee, agreeable, and to pleaſe them, and 
never put on the air of a philoſopher or devote, 


20856 Live as if thou wert to merit heaven, and 
to ſave thyſelf; yet truſt not to ty works, to- be | 


juſtified by them. 
2086 Truſt not one lightly. that hath e 


alle with the; thereby: thou half: perſuadeſichim 


to betray thee again, 
2087 —— dp a multigude; Thou | 
wilt ſtand alone when thou. dieſt; and: ſhalt-be 


called to give thy account by thyſelf. 


8 „ „„ 


3 4 5. 10 
2085 Abs ur to be In of virtue and 
goodneſs. I aſſure thee thou may ſt ee it 
. but nobody can give it the. 
2089 If thou art idle and careleſs, thou wile 

ſuffer a thouſand evils, which a little comic and | 
pains might have prevented. | 
2090 The more thou practiſeſt Mes works, the 
more thy faith increaſes. Thou doſt not believe, 
if thou doſt not. live according to thy belief. 
5 2091 Conſider not what thy enemies promiſe, 
or threaten; but what in reaſon they will do; and 
the neareſt conjecture thereunto 1 is ! is moſt _ 
their intereſt to do. | 
2092 Thou never waſt fo PR as thou ſhouldeſt 
be, if thou doſt not ſtrive to be better. And thou 
never wilt be ny if thou doſt not fear to our 
worſe. ; 
2093 If thou alloweſt thyſelf to 80 to the ut- 
moſt extent of every thing that is lawful, thou art 
very near going further. 
2094 The more thou ſcemeſt to have WEST | 
from books, the poorer thou proclaimeſt thy natu- 
19 ral parts, which only can be called thine. 
2095 No deſign takes, unleſs God give it leave; 
and whatever he pleaſes is beſt ; and IAA nn 
__— to be contented, s 2 
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2096 Over-talkativeneſs will expreſs a great 
vanity in thee, and implieth a believing ny others 
are affected with thy perfection. 
2097 Infamy is according to the receiver. If 
thou fretteſt or ſtormeſt at it, tis thine; if thou | 
diſregardeſt it and contemneſt it, tis his. 
2098 Contend not in ſuit (when thou —_ 
help it) with thy ſuperior; it'is madneſs: 
with thy equal; it is doubtful: nor with thyin in- 
ferior; it is ſordid and ſhameful. 2 

2099 If. in thy converſe thou FINN inter- 
2 ſober, uſeful notions, thou ſhalt at the beſt 
but traffic toys and ne and _ 3 
infection and poiſon. - | 

2100 That which thiew callefi 27 own, is but 
lent thee; and that which thou receiveſt gratis, 
thou oughteſt to return without ng 1 

diſ conti. RY 3 

2101 If thou wouldeſt exerciſe a power ſi 
ble to thyſelf, and grievous to nobody, Oey it 
upon thy appetites and paſſions. 

2102 Rather conſider what thou thyſelf opt 
to do, than hearken after the doings of others; and 5 
after news which little concerns thee.” - 

2103 Examine thy hope, and thy fear; and 
where things are uncertain, favour thyſelf; and 

e believe 
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5 chat wilt, which thow. haſt rather ſhould 


come to page. 
2104 slight not r iris of eren ä 


wiſe ; fol it ſeryes no leſs to virtue, than * does 


to a picture, to make it appear. 


2105 Read men, and ſtudy lividg Kbrarids': 
this is the moſ? uſeful. piece of learning for thee, if 


thou meaneſt to make one-i in the world. \ 


2106 Generally ſpeaking; it is better for thee to 
go to the houſe of ſorrow;' than of mirth; for the 
holy: days 6f-tejoicing/are moſtly: the vigils of re- 
. 2107 If thou diligently attendeſt to thyſelf, thou 
wilt feldom ſpeak much of others. Where art 
thou-when thou art hot with thyſelf ? 1 

2108 If thou uſeſt : chyſelf only to books, thou 


wilt be fit for nothing but a bock 3 and if 


thou converſeſt with nobody, thou wilt be fit tb 


converſe with nobody. 
2109 Thou mayeſt loſe more reputation ir in one 


det of iber and jollity, than thou canſt gain in a 


* courſe of ſeriouſneſs. 
2110 Thou would'ſt take any pains to fave thy 
body; ; and wilt thou not be perſuaded to take ſome 


13 to ſave thy en. 


2111 If thou diſſembleſt K thy know- 


ledge 0 of what thou art thought to * thou ſhalt 
be 
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to know thy own weakneſſes; and canſt hear with 


Pay 


be thought, ak another time to know. what thou 
knowelt not. | 


2112 In the fit of anger uſe no extreme 8 


neſs, of words. Reveal ag Kretz. Break e 


thy huſineſs irrevocably. 
2113 Thou ſhouldeft publiſh and commpnicats 


' thy joy to thy friend; but as much as thou canſt, 
conceal and ſmother thy grief. 


2114. Thou art nat a wiſe mag till thou comeſt 


them without telling others of them. 

2115 Every one lies open to dangers z-and thou 
canſt do no more, but commit thyſelf to God in 
thoſe things which. human care is inſulficiens | 
for. 

21 161 f thou muſt ſpeak, it will be 8 in 


thee Aen. to {peak laſt ; 3 and ſo thou wilt be 


hy on. my 
. 2117 Pay thy debts; and thou wile feel a kind 


of pleaſure like eaſing thy ſhoulders of a trouble. 


ſome weight; and a freeing thyſelf from an image 


| of lavery.. 


2118 Sneak ſoherly, and adviſedly ; 7 but nat ſo 
as if it appeared thou hearkenedſt to thyſelf: for 
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buſineſs, thou ſhouldeſt quit the education of the 
College; for action is the proper fruit of ſcience. 


2120 The more buſineſs thou createſt to thyſelf, 
and the more thou amplifieſt thy poſſeſſions, fo 
much more doſt thou expoſe N to the blows 


and injuries of fortune. 
2121 Be ſure leave other men their turn o 


| ſpeak: nay if there be any among you that would 


reign, and take up all the time, find -means to TREE 
him off, and bring others on. 

2122 Though thou canſt not pull thy paſſions 
out by the roots, yet it is in thy power to hold- 
them down, for a time at leaſt. 

2123 If thou pardoneſt thy enemy that injured 
thee, thou ſheweſt more virtue and magnanimity in 
ſo doing, than thou wouldeſt if thou hadſt killed 
8 

2124 Thou art to rejoice „ee and to thank 
God, that there are others in the world that are 
better, and can do more good than thou. 

2125 In things that thou wouldeft not be ſeen 
in thyſelf, it is a piece of cunning to fay, The 
world ſays; or, There is a ſpeech about. 

2126 Which puts us to moſt pains, to ſay no- 
thing but well of others; or to be always finding 
fault, and continually ſpeaking ill of them? 

2127 Faith- 
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21 27 Faithful obedience, and not inſolent kipe, 
will commend thee to God. If thy hopes be pro- 
portionable to ay ee 5 8 are re- 

- 2128 Tf thou ſeekeſt only, and art ſatisfied A | 
the praiſe of God and good men, thou wilt look 
gs the r of the 8 1 7 0 as a blaſt 5 
air. 

2129 A miſtake about repentance is fatal; there- 
fore know, that whatſoever falls ſhort of a preſent; 
univerſal, permanent gy" falls as much ne | 


of repentance. 


2130 There may be as much OVER ewes 


in the handſome acknowledgment of a kindneſs, as 
there is in the conferring of that which deſerves 


ſuch an acknowledgment. 


2131 Do thou but take half the care of thy ſoul; 
that moſt men do of their bodies, and thou wilt be 


better than moſt men are. 0 1 


2132 Give not preſently, and upon flight 
grounds, credit to an accuſation, or infamous re- 
port. It will make men ſuſpect thou art malicious 
thyſelf, or fooliſh. | 

2133 Have patience awhile: flanders are not 
long lived: Truth is the child of Time; ere _ 
ſhe ſhall appear to vindicate thee, 

2134 It 
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A2 1 1e is true, 1 not g⁰0 to ſchool to 

the Devil; but yet thou oughteſt to receive know- 
ledge and. ſapience from whenceſoever it comes. 

2135 If thou art well with a great man, never 


which he-would keep. ſecret. 

2136 Rob not for burnt-offerings, nor 1 for 
God. le is x greater affront and offence to his 
majeſty, than to rob for rapine, and lie for-advan- 
2137 Take care that thy appetites be neither 
miſplaced nor diſproportionate; and then they 
cannot hurt either thee or others. | 

2138 Aſſure thyſelf, and fix it in thy mind, that 
an unmoveable quiet, and a laſting peace, can be 
ſet upon no other foundation but virtue and ho- 
linefs. | 
2139 I would Wa thee 8 Ray of 
our miſcarriages proceed from an undue preference 
of ourſel ves, and an unequal anderen of other 
men's intereſts. 


2140 A good death is the neee of a good 


life; therefore live well, that thou may'ſt die well: 
and often think of dying, that thou mayeſt live 
well. NE. 

2141 Opportunity is both ſhort and uncertain ; 
therefore by no means neglect it. Our time is 
very 


pretend, nov endeavour to underſtand thoſe ein 


compai 
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2142 Thou coutdet not but blade endes 


por thy very beſt actions, if the world did but ſee all 
W the motives upon which they were done. | 

f 2143 In affairs of conſequenee, it commonly is 
not ſo much thy buſineſs: to ſeek occaſions, as to 
make the beſt of thoſe that offer themſelves. 

2144 Be not in converſation of a dogmatieal and 
governing ſpirit. An affected A ſpoils. 
company. 

2145 Lean not too much to thy own under- 
ſtanding. Men of the beſt judgment are always 
moſt ready to conſult the opinion of others. 

2146 If thou committeſt a ſin, becauſe thou art 
wilfully ignorant, the wilfulneſs of thy ignorance 
makes thy ſin to be wilful. | | 

2147 Thou oughteſt to be thankful for deliver- 
ances and mercies paſt ; fo ſhall, the memory of 
them be able to put off the ſenſe of preſent 
miſeries. 

2148 If thou art one of an ingenious mind, and 
a true penitent, thou wilt with more difficulty for- 
_ give thyſelf than God doth. 

2149 If thou art always affecting to ſhew thy 
wit, thou wilt ſeldom fail of letting the world 


know thou haſt none. 


2150 If 
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2160 If thou weepeſt for that thou haſt ſinned; 
and yet goeſt on to fin more, thy wilful guilt will 


deſile thy tears, - bur: thy tears will not PRI r 


guilt. 18 
2151 When qvief” 3 8 if. it be 


ſmall, endure it, becauſe it is eaſy to be borne ; 


but if it be from a great occaſion, {ill bear "y * 


Suu thy glory is the greater. 
2152 Slight not a reproach, though it be utt SY 
falſe; for a good nam̃e is no leſs wounded for the 


time with that, than with a juſt crimination. . 
2153 Thy firſt ſtep is to reſolve well, thy next 


to do well, the uninterrupted repetition of which 
will at length oc ice into a habit of well 
doing. 

2154 Thou little knoweſt thyſelf, if thou 
thinkeſt thyſelf able enough to preſerve thyſelf, 


wiſe enough to direct thyſelf, and erat enough to 


juſtify thyſelf. 
2155 If thou art a good man, widow! doubt 


thou wilt find more ſweetneſs and ſatisfaction in 


the way to heaven, than ner do in the way to 
Bell. | | 

* 2156 In public places of divine worſhip, avoid 
ſingularity and hypocriſy, as well as negligence and 
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f 21 37 Study before hand his: to ſuppreſs anger, 
and cure all paſſions,” what to do, and what eva- 

WW fon to make in time of danger, fear, and ſurprize. 

= 2158 With not the alteration of things to thy 
deſires, but model thy defires. This is in thy 
power to effect, _ other ue RE . ity to 
obtain. 

2159. Thou . not t be poor if think haſt | 
enough} thou canſt not be rich if thou deſireſt 
more; thou canſt not be wiſe if thou art not 
content. * {ated | | | | 

2160 It is grievous to humanity to ſuffer inju- 
ries, but more grievous to keep them ſecret. If thy *® 
heart be full of trouble, thy ey will be to un- 

burthen it unto a friend. EY 

2161 It were madneſs to ſet thy — much on 3 
what tis impoſſible for thee long to enjoy, although 


to there were ſomething here worth the enjoying. | 
_ 2162 Learning and a good life are both deſirea- = 
abt ble; but if both cannot be obtained, endeavour | | 
in more for a good life than for learning. | | 
to 2163 When thou overſhooteſt thyſelf, then | 3 | 
may' ſt make ſome uſe of thy miſtakes, and turn AY 
oid them into leſſons of inſtruction and caution. - _ © : | 
nd 2164 If thou haſt but guards within thyſelf, | | : 
ſtrong enough to keep troubles from breaking in 
dy upon thee, they c can never take poſſeſſion of thee. 
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2765 Since one true friend is o-diffitult t to be 
tab: if inſtead of chooſing one thou wilt be 
ſeeking a W thou art fooliſh, nw wilt be 
undone. | 

2166 Thou canſtinot * enen . 
ſpeR thou oweſt thy friend, if thou alloweſt thyſelf 

the liberty to talk of their faults. 
2167 Tis a great art to know: how to deſire 
rightly : unlefs thou art well verſed in thing thou 
canſt never live contentedly: 7 

2168 *Tis better for thee to be wiſe a 
| ſeem ſo, than to ſeem: wiſe, and not be qſo: yet 
men, for the moſt Pos . * 
contrary. 

2169 Thou 23 50 not fear all dhe denken bel 
ſo much as a falſe friend; and let me tel} thees: ſuch 
are very common. 

2170 If thou art wiſe; thou wilt en 
value of every thing, not from its rarity or diffi- 
culty, but from its utility to thee in life. 
2171 If thou doſt good ꝑprinci pally for thy own 
ſatis faction thou wilt not be mueſi troubled to 
have men. judge of thy — to thy 
merit. 


24/2 With Aa — from be- 


f ing; of a>froward, penſive ſpirit, for that ſlips over 
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all the pleaſures of life, and ſeizes and feeds on no- 


thing but bitters. 


2173 If thou haſt known how to livewids con- 
ſtancy, and in quiet, thou ſhalt know how to die 


ſo too; for thy end will not eaſily be different from 


the re |; 

2174 Take heed whns thou aſkeſt; oooh beware 
what thou denieſt; for if diſcretion guide thee not; 
there may be a great deal of danger in both. . 
2175 Spit not thy friend out from thy tongue, 
nor laugh him into an enemy. Gall in mirthꝭ ĩs an 
ill mixture, and ſometimes truth is bitterneſs; 

2176 It will be preſumption in thee, and not 
piety, ſo to truſt a good cauſe, as not to uſe all 
lawful and likely means to maintain it. 0 
217% If chou doeſt the thing that is gobd; and 
intendeſt not that good which thou doeſt, it is a 
good action, but not well done. 6.21 

2178 If thy companion cannot rniwkbrehive-bedthr; 
nor thou him good, it were better that thou leave 
hin ill, than that he make thee worſe. 

2179 Do not dwell too long upon a weak fide. 
touch and go away. Take e to _ when 
thou canſt comment; 

2180 Let this contemplation ia thy de- 


fires—that- all worldly profit or pleaſure is correſ- 
pondent 


— 
Www”, W N N * 
1 9 


GIS 


* * * Cate L * x = 3 
* 5 . 1 * a 
0 —_ dye ly YT — br bf 3 a Þ 
r 2 = 2 * —— 8 — n 
5 — — 3 . = * * 2 2 
* — — ——— Wer 
— r EY er ro Rs te edge Is 2 
— * * * 


— 
* 


Hope it: 
EY 22 * — 
— 4 ee En ef CEP TOI 1 
1 


3 [4] 


2188 

pondent to a . meaſure of B and weari- hearts to 
ſomeneſs. —d ours 
2181 Never venture to diſpute inte a any Sing truſt our 
of experiment, or matter of fact, which thou haſt e 2189 
not ſeen, or art not very well aſſured of. e xtremel! 
2182 Account the pleaſure of commending and friendſhi; 
being obeyed to be but in the ſecond rank of plea- Wl 2190 
ſures, but chat of YE and OY N in the babble o 
firſt. - ; qualifica 

oy" 3 If thou wouldeſt not have thy eh : friend. 

glad; thou haſt ſcarce a ſecurer way, than to let = 2191 
thy belief run quite counter to reports. nothing 
2184 If thou decreeſt for either party before 3 : of other 
haſt heard them both, thy 8 muy be juſt, - 2192 
but thou thyſelf art unjuſt. . thy mon 
2185 Be not too eager in counſelling e There is 
The ill ſucceſs (which happens frequently to good 2193 
advice) .will be laid to thy bs and the 125 trouble, 
ſeldom thanked. not the ſ 
2186 Anger is a bed enemy to a If 2194 
thou counſelleſt a man in paſſion gently, thou art example: 
deſpiſed; if thou urgeſt it en he is pro- thereby 
voked the more. cerity. 
2187 Never put thyſelf (rien thou canſt help 2195 
it) into the power of any perſon, unleſs thou canſt life, till 
n tell how he will deal with thee. and the 


2188 Tis 


K 1 


2188 Tis not ſafe to open the cheſts of our 
hearts to every traveller. We may lend our ears 
and our tongues to many, to whom ve muſt not 
truſt our hearts. | 
= 2189 He that loves thee moſt 8 may as 
extremely hate thee ; therefore moderate and ſober 
friendſhip is much preferable to paſſionate love. 
2190 Make not a friend of one that is apt to 
babble out all he knows. Secreſy is a neceſſary 
qualification, and an unfailing mark of a true 
friend. 4 
2191 If chou art bees . wilt get 
nothing by it, but the general hatred and r 
of other men. 15 ES 

2192 Thou muſt hes Vole the coding of 
thy money, 'or thy money muſt be thy maſter. 
T here is no. mean between theſe two extremes. 

2193 All the while thou liveſt ill, thou haſt the 
trouble, diſtraction, and inconveniencies of life, 2 
not the ſweets and true uſe of it. 

2194 Pretend not to be devout beyond all | 
examples of others in thy condition, for thou wilt 
thereby prej judice the en men had of thy ſin- 
cerity. 

2195 Tian n never attain to quiet in ahis 
life, till thou haſt conquered the love of the world, 
and the fear of death. 


2196 Since 
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thou offendeſt againſt truth. 


firſt opinion thou takeſt up of a man, and never fir 


1 61 


2196 Since nothing here below is certain, thou 
Hhouldeſt. ſeldom purchaſe any thing with Brea 
hazard, and never with, guilt. - 

2197 If thou endeavoureſt to a AIR 
For acertainty, which: thou doit rank lo 


2198 Aim at the pleaſing of r 
tent to let the reſt run away with Turks and rf. 
Als, ho make the greater number of mankind. 
2199 Follow the judgment of the wiſe, and the 
cuſtoms of the vulgar. Keep thy thoughts to thy. 
ſelf. Allow the t ee actions and 


outſides. 
2200 Always uſe thyſelf to be diffident of the 


that are t 
bear it. 
without u 
ing after 
2207 11 
may be, t 
thou refu 
2208 J 
thy judgment without due deliberation. coucheth 
2201 Thou may'ſt account this one of the great upon the 
advantages of ſociety, that not only the aſſiſtance, 2209 J 
but even the misfortunes of others may be of uſe thy own « 
to thee. enemies. 
2202 Doth hy brother err? 4 why. may't 2210 J 
thou not as juſtly quarrel with the diſtempers of ſhouldeſt- 
his body, as the imperfections of his mind ? immortali 
2203 In queſtions of importance, if thou canſt Wi to have w 
not ſay enough, endeavour handſomely to get off, 2211 | 
and ſay nothing at all: tis better not to attempt miliar; t 
than fail. | contempt, 
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2204. The world cannot but eonelude, that ei- 
ter thou art wiſe, or wilt ſoon be ſo, if thou 
1 . e TIE that are eſteemed 
: EVR Tal nat in bod 8 of hana 
thou baſt in difference witk others: perhaps ſeme 
chat are there Nd not be of thy ſide; When they 
bear it. | 
2206 If 3 n * e perform 
Vithout much a widhious boaſt. 
1 ine afterwards. . 
2200 How extravagant Aoever a common ede 
may be, thou wouldeſt yet be more extravagant, if 
mou refuſeſt, in ſome ſort, to comply with it. 
= 2208 In ſerious ſubjects avoid a florid: ſtyle; it 
coucheth only the fancy, and maketh nn 
upon the judgment. 

2209 It would be better for thee: to overcome 
chy own deſires and inclinations, than all thy other 
enemies. L wiſh thou wert ſecure of thyſelf. 
2210 It would be an execrable thing if thou 
ſhouldeſt wilfully deprive chyſelf and. me alſo of 
immortality, which thou doeſt, if thou ſeekeſt not 
to have wife and children. + 8 
2217 Be not eaſily exceptious, nor rudely fa- 
miliar; the one will . the other 
contempt. 


2212 Never 


[ 48 J 


2212 Never accuſe any to a great-man,--unle 


— 


thou art ſure he will credit thee; for otherwiſe l _ 2211 
will ruin thee, if fit occaſion happens. thou a1 
2213 Thy love to God muſt not be a flaſh ot to be 
fit, but a ſteady and well-ſettled affection; an affe. own. 
tion that has the warmth of en and the firm. 2220 
neſs of habit. cbiefy 
2214 When thou art in ths company of ladies, : authorh 
behave civilly, and ſhew good breeding. They wil 2 2221 
_ eaſily pardon a man's want of 2 but 8 bu and diſe 
want of manners. make ey 
2215 If thou borroweſt but jon juſt neceflity ; beſtowit 
nnd never faileſt'to pay upon promiſe, thou wii **** 
never want a kind friend to lend thes when tho ö 
art at a pinch. - ; impuder 
2216 Dare not to be guilty of ill . though 223 
thou wert ſure to be ſecret and unpuniſhed. Con- ad in a 
ſcience” will ſit upon it; and that is OO Jura mae nn 
judge, and executioner. 2224 
2217 If chou art without n thou art les 8 © thin 
than a beaſt. If thou art without reaſon, thou art not ſpare 
below a man. Tis not a 8 to have paſſion, but 2225 
to want reaſon, one plou 


22185 Be not lightly ae Rae We | fit to hay 
words and reſpect leave room to ſuſpe& they are | 2226 


ſhewed to cover ſomething which is to gain admit- dainful, 
tance under a diſguiſe. _ Kc 
* 19 Con- graceful « 


Vol. I 
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2219 Conquer thyſelf. Till thou haſt done that 
thou art a ſlave; for it is almoſt as well for thee 
to be in ſubjection to another's appetite as thy 
own. 

2220 In the beight of proſperity chic tuouldeſt 
chiefly conſult thy friends, and allow them more 
authority over thee than at other times. 


5 2221 Beſtow not benefits without diſtinction 
and diſcretion; yet without difficulty or delay; and 
make every kindneſs double, by timely and freely 


beſtowing of it. 
2222 Let not modeſty take away thy courage in 


? a good cauſe ; but let not thy courage incline to 
2 impudence in a proſperous one. 


2223 In all thy actions know God ſees thee ; 


and in all his actions labour to ſee him: that will 
make thee fear him; this will make thee love him. 

2224 If thou wilt breed up a boy to be good for 
any thing when he comes to be a man, thou muſt 
not ſpare him when young. 

2225 Be not haſty to marry : it is better to have 
one plough going than two cradles ; and more pro- 
fit to have a barn filled, than a bed EY : 


2226 In company let nothing be boyiſh, diſ- 


dainful, or affected. Nothing more engages the 
affections of men, than a handſome addreſs and 
graceful converſation. | 

Vor, II. Ps - _ -— 2227 if 
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2227 If thou art innocent, thou ſhouldeſt-no 


more afflict thyſelf when thou art ſaid to be guilty, 
than if it ſhould be ſaid thou art ſick when * 
art well. 

2228 Since thou muſt die 3 it concerns 


thee to take all Care, that thou may ſt die happily - 


and that wholly depends upon thy living well. 

2229 When thou art under a temptation to 
commit ſin, conſider before-hand what ſtrength 
thou haſt to bear the fire of hell, and the rage of 
devils. Xt 


2230 When 3 faileſt of thy end, or deſired : 
ſucceſs.in any undertaking, be not troubled ; but 


conſider thou waſt born to encounter evil, as well 
as to enjoy good, in this mortal ſtate, 
2231 Though thou wert never ſo good by thy 
nature, yet the beſt natures that are have need of 
ſome method. to guide chem; and directions do 
never any hurt to virtue. 

2232 So long as thou art ignorant, be not 
aſhamed to learn. Ignorance is the greateſt of all 
infirmities; and when juſtified, the chiefeſt of all 
follies. 

2233 Reckon upon benefits well ele as a 
treaſure that is laid up; and account thyſelf the 
richer for that which thou * a worthy perſon. 


2234 See 


4 


* 


E 

2234 See that thou love by depieds; teſt by ber 

ſtowing all thy love in woving, thou leaveſt none 
when thou comeſt to marrying. 

2235 Make an inviolable league with thy eyes; 


never to fix on that' object with defire, _whicl 
thou mayꝰſt not lawfully enjoy. | 


2236 Whatever diſappointments thou ee 
with, they ſhould only make thee underſtand For- 


tune the better, and not repine at her the more. 

2237 If ever thou comeſt to retire from the 
world, thy firſt work will be to eradicate all lufts, 
and the ſecond to get the art of thinking. 

2238 Run not thyſelf into a large acquaintance; 
and various familiarities; for thereby thou wilt ſet 
open thy gates to invaders, that "wi W the 
of thy precious time. 

2239 There is no fooling with life by expecta- 
tions and attempts, when its turned of forty, The 
ſeeking of a fortune then, is but a deſperate after- 


game. 


2240 Be not ſufpicious, cenſorious, or fretful; 


for without much candour, fimplicity, and making 


the beſt of every thing, there is no living in fo- | 


cxty with mankind.” 


2241 Let thy gift be fomething that is laſting / 
and durable; ; for it will ferve as a monitor to mind 


3 the 


( 52 ] 


the receiver of the obligation, which the * 
cannot ſo handſomely do otherwiſe. 


2242 It was the advice of I know not what 


ſage, that every married man ſhould think there 
was but one good woman in the world, and that 


his own wife was the ; and ſo he would be wy; .& 


live .contented. 


2243 If id ee in N 3 


makeſt uſe of the name of mercy only for a eoun- 
tenance to thy impieties, thou doſt but mock the 
Almighty, and haſt no title to his mercy. 


2244 Care not ſo much to furniſh thyſelf out 


with opinions that are. uncommon.and learned, as 
with ſuch as may make thee 620 and be * 
nient for life. 

2245 Thy paſſions ought to be thy ivants, 
not thy. maſters; and ſhould give thee ſome agita- 
tion, for entertainment or exerciſe ; but ſhould 
neyer throw reaſon out of its ſeat. | WF Y 

2246 Be not Heraclitus, but Democritus : wee p 
not, but laugh at the world. And where prudence 

cannot avail thee, let thy CONT: and ſcorn meet 


its malice. 


2247 Be careful to avoid thoſe things in thyſelf, 


which do commonly diſpleaſe thee in others. As 


thy eye obſerveth others, ſo art thou alſo noted 


again by others, 
2248 What 
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2248 What matter is it, how much, and what 
thou ſuffereſt, if ſo be thou may'ſ at length attain 
ſalvation ? Heaven cannbt be a dear e _ 
what it will. 

2249 Whatſoever thou giveſt to God: beſides 
thyſelf, is of little account in his fight ; for he 
ſeeks not any gift of thine, but thyſelf. 
2250 When thou art in the company of thy 
betters for ſenſe and prudence, it is as much more 
adviſeable to hear than to ſpeak, as it is more pro- 
fitable to reap than to ſow. 

2251 It 1s in reputation as it is in money, there 
mult be care taken both in the getting of it, 
and in the uſe of it; for thou ar have ee 
occaſion for it. 

2252 Dae inen and 8 that come 
| not by thy own folly or negligence, are correc- 
tions of Heaven; and it is thy own fault if they 
prove not to thy advantage. 

2253 As it was neceſſary that God ſhould be- 
: come like man on earth to purchaſe felicity for 
thee, ſo muſt thou be like God in ne before 
thou comeſt to poſſeſs it. 

2254 In judging of thyſelf—if conſcience cither 
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4 can not, or will not inform thee, there is a certain 
1 thing called ſelf-love, that will be ſure to deceive 


thee. | | 
t D 3 1 The 


FW - 
2255 The greateſt honour thou canſt do to God 
ar good men, is to endeavour to be like them; to 
expreſs their virtues, and 2 them to the 
world in thy life. 


2256 Whatſoever thou giveſt to the poor is 


ſaſely depoſited, and put out of the reach of for- 


tune, becauſe it is laid up in heaven, where thou 


may ſt expect the return and recompence of it. 
2257 So deliberate, that thou may'ſt reſolve; 

{ſo reſolve, that thou may ſt perform; ſo perform, 
that thou may ſt perſevere. Mutability i is the badge 
of infirmity. 

2258 If thou fareſt well, enjoy it och ylet, and 
do not cry Roaſt- meat. If thou ſheweſt thy trea- 
ſure to a thief, thou art the occaſion of thy own 


pillage. 


thou art not well affured of, ſuppoſe him to be thy 
enemy at preſent, or in his rotation of ought 
may be ſo hereafter. 


2260 If thou giveſt the reins to ſenſuality, and 
ſhutteſt not the door to liberty, thou ſhalt have 
what to think on by day, and alſo wherefore to 
weep by night. 

2261 There is nothing 3 n 
ſoaner diſcern a man to be wiſe or fooliſh, than to 


2259 When thou telleſt another any thing that 


1 
ſee how he behaveth in adverſity, 4 and how tie 
reapeth profit by ſickneſs, 


2262 Thou may'ft have the ſpeculation of : 


: things, and the method how to affect them; yet 


if thou wanteſt diligence, courage, and addreſs for 


execution, thou wilt do nothing. 

2263 Thou art of a good ſpirit, if thou canſt 

meet thy enemy without hatred, and return him 

| Kindneſs (where it can be) inſtead of revenge. 

2264 Let it frequently come into thy thoughts, 
that death lieth in wait for thee, and .may catch 
thee (as it hath many Ro 1 where, N 
and unawares. | 

2265 Thou wilt find * peace and pleaſure 
in being unintereſted in other men's affairs; and 


diſengaged from being their warranty; and ref pon- | 


ſible for what they do. 


2266 To reform all others, and ſet them right, 


is impoſſible : what haſt thou then to do, but to 


_ deſpiſe all little capricious humours, and amend | 


thyſelf. 

2267 If thou deſireſt the love of God and man, 
be humble; for the proud heart, as loveth none 
but itfelf, ſo it is beloved by none but by itſelf. 

2268 To make thy life pleaſant and eafythou. 
muſt uſe variety in paſſing it; and ſometimes ſeek 


+: 4 out 


3 


22 
12 
x AS | 
N 
4 45 1 
N 4 
EY 
IKE 
+ - 
U N & { 
of ” 
TX } 
4:78 
4.x * 
11 
. ' 
= 
1 
x 
I'M 
11 
"mY 
% : 
0 1 
IH 
Lk 
3 
1 
1 
A 
1 
ba! 
4 1 
Fu 
' 
4 *&% 
"7 k 
7 


— mh — 2 —ä—ä—¹K——— — . 


charges. 

* N | 
; "> 

4 : 


1356] 


out company, when thou * been en without 


it, and art tired. 
2269 Thy grief will augment and gather new 
force, if thou art too ſenſible of it; but, on the 


contrary, if thou beareſt it patiently, it will 4 


miniſh by degrees. 
2270 Enterprize no deſign, the failing where- 
in may bring thee more diſgrace and Joſs, than the 


ſucceſs can gain thee honour and profit; for it is 


— 


plainly an unequal lay. 
2271 Every one has his ſhare of abilities. Thou 


wilt moſtly ſucceed, if thou goeſt not beyond thy 


own, and doſt not ſet them at WOES upon other 
men's projects. | 
2272 Too much converſation and unprofitable 


viſits will make thy life ſoft and effeminate, Much 


buſineſs, and ſometimes: company, wil make it 


_ pleaſant and uſeful. 


2273 If thou uſeſt thyſelf to talk much, thou 
wilt be like unfortified frontier towns, that are al- 
ways expoſed to the inſults of enemies. 


* 


2274 Contend not with thoſe that are much 


below thee. Thou wert better forgive the debt, 
where thou canſt not recover ſo much as the 


2275 Be 


* 


tion, if it be among friends, . to be as by as 


L * 


2275 Be not ſo wedded to thy own. opinion as 
to think none can be in the right but thou. Why 
may not another claim s ſame * to Judge of 
thine? * | 5 


—_ > 24 thy p Drouin. 5 1 1 


always with a proviſo, if God pleaſe; but in pe- 
titions for ſpiritual things thou m be er- 
tory. 

2277 Learn Win by others 1 and * 
ware of the rock they ſplit upon. This is the ad- 
vantage of him who comes after, that he "6p: * 
more eyes than his Wm. "71 

2278 If thou deſireſt to attain 1 art 8 con- 
verſing, learn to do it without art; for converſa- 
one's cloathss. 1 

2279 Study ſuch things as as are of aſe, aka 
than of oſtentation. And rather with the bee en- 
deavour to gather honey, than like the All but- 
terfly to paint thy wings. | = 


2280 Eſteem not a man wholly upon the ac- 
count of his family. He is the beſt gentleman that 
is the ſon of his own deſerts, and not the degene- : 
rated heir of another's virtue. 


2281 Thou may'ſt always eſcape with inde 
at one of thele outlets, either by not hearing lan- 
D 5 5 - Mn. 


1 88 J 
ars, or by not believing tem; or not by regard- 


ing the thing, or by forgiving the perſon. 
2282 Thou art not mafſer of what thou haft 
ſpoken; but may'ſt diſpoſe of what thou haſt not 


„% IS roi . ie, 
4207 Avoid idlenefs. God would never have | 


delivered a ſoul into a body which has arms and 


legs, but becauſe W the mind ſhould 


employ them. 
2284 If thou haſt a ſuſfeient ebene to 


live upon in thy ſtation, and thou art not content 


with it, and thankful for it, thou neither knoweſt 
God, nor honoureſt him. 


2285 Point not too much upon time to come. 
55 Ie is poſfible thou may'ſt live to old ape; becauſe 


ſome few do fo; but it is more likely thou ſhalt 
not, becauſe there are more that die young. 

2286 If thou truſteſt in any conſiderable matter 
the man that hath once voluntarily deceived thee, 
thou loſeſt the right of being well dealt with by 255 


body after. 


2287 Make prudent hafte : it jo batter bo go 
leiſurely, and reſt now and then, than to run full 


drive, and loſe thy breath and mengen, and to fail 
in ht, attend 


2288 If 


to G 
the lil 
220 


ſtarvi 


* 


t 99 1 
2288 Ir thou only reſolvelt tc to Kath 559 


thou certainly reſolveſt not to amend now, 
therefore thou art in no ſtate of repentance, nor in 


_ 


4 


the way of merey. 


2289 Proſecute with the greateſt faith and con- 
ftancy not what pleaſeth thee from an animal or 
carnal ſenſe, but what thy conſcience judges to be 
ſimply the beſt. 


2290 If thou wouldeſt enter upon age with NG 


vanithge, thou muſt take care to be regular, and 


1  *» & 


both mind and body 40. | | 


2291 Marry not upon the mere account ” 

beauty and amorous deſires : it is a moſt common 
thing in that caſe for conjugal intelligence t to fail 
in a little time. 

2292. Exerciſe thyſelf i in expectation of evils; 5 
ſo while the mind pleaſeth itſelf in thinkiog, I am 
not thus yet, it prepareth itſelf againſt it may 
be ſo. 

2293 Let the fall of others excite in thee pity 
towards them, caution to thyſelf, and thankfulneſs 
to God, if he bath hitherto preſerved thee from 
the like. 

2294 It is better for thee to keep the poor from 
e than to feaſt knaves. Forty ſhillings 

D 6 among 
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among the indigent will do more good, than double - bs 
| the ſum ſpent in treating 1 RF flow 
2295 With ſober patience, and wiſe condefcen! the 
ſion, thou ſhalt many times effect that, which raſh- tong 
neſs and choler would certainly ruin and undo. - 
2296 He that ſaved thy life, hath, in a ſort, fortu 
made a purchaſe of it ; and though he doth forbear hope 
to call for it, yet it ſeemeth, that upon the like thou theſe 
owelt it him. » 23 
2297 We commit every — without ict. negle 
a thouſand little faults againſt others; be thou thou 
therefore willing to give the charity and goodneſs | thou 
which thou canſt not but deſire. 23 
2298 It is beſt to obſerve a mean, and marry aaſſeve 
one neither too rich nor too poor; for the poor for lo 
bringeth into her huſband's houſe neceſſity, and the to be 
rich ſervility. . - 23 
2299 Let thy library lies in thy head, and in thy. of thy 
heart. Thou haſt no more learning than what that, 
thou carrieſt about thee. That which lies Sar in day m 
| thy books, is thy author's, not thine. ES. 230 
| 2 300 Seek thy conſolation in thy own heart, as thou 
wife men do; and when thou haft done all that ' ſhoul, 
lies in thee to — a good W deſpiſe an mand 
ill one. | them 
| 2301 En- 230 


of life 


L 61 1 


2301 Eotertaio detractions with tingling ears, 

5 ſlow belief, and bluſhes for the defamer as well as 

the defamed; a dejected countenance, excuſing 

tongues, or diſtaſting ſilenſgee. 

1 Be content with a competency : a great = 

fortune is not neceſſary to the attainment of faith, 

hope, and charity; and if thou art endowed with 
theſe, thou canſt not be miſerable. 

2303 What friends ſoever thou haſt, yet do not 
neglect thyſelf; for though thou ſhouldeſt have a 
thouſand, none of them all loves thee more than 
thou oughteſt to love thyſelf. 

2304 Truſt not any for the vehemence of his, 
aſſeverations: truth and honeſty have no occaſion 
for loud proteſtations, oaths, and curſes ; but love 

to be plain and open-hearted. 
2305 If it were enough, to repent the laſt — 
of thy life; yet how canſt thou be ſure to do 
that, unleſs thou doeſt it this very day? ſince this 
day may be (for ought thou knoweſt) thy laſt. 
2306 Thou wilt never be well ſerved, unleſs 
thou carrieſt an eſteem with thy ſervants. They 
ſhould be readier to believe their maſter's com- 
mands and orders are wiſe, than diſpute it among 
themſelves. _ | 
2307 Though friendſhip is the chiefeſt comfort 
of life, yet I would not have thee multiply friend- 
ſhips, 
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mips. Why ſhouldeſt thou give many keys to Gat 
cabinet where thy chiefeſt treaſure lies ? 


2308 If envy, which never dies, and feldotti 
1 is content ſometimes to be in a lumber, * 
will de very unſkilful in thee to make a noiſe, by 
witty taunts and jeers, to awaken it. 

2309 The wiſe foreſiglit of a danger, or an evil, 


may be a thing of no ſmall advantage to thee ; for 


as much as it may either ſhew thee how to prevent 
it, of teach thee how to bear it. 

£410 Be not over cautious : nothing doth more 
precipitate a man into danger, than too eager a 


defire of keeping far from it. Too much pru- 
_ dence often concenters with impudence itſelf. 
2311 Thou feeleſt pleafure ànd pain from the 
ſame objects which thus affect other men; but I 


would have thee feel them with indifferetce ; not 
ſuffering thy underſtanding and judgment to  parti- 
cipate with thy paſſion and ſenſe. 


2312 There is a religious dexterity, by which 


thou may ſt, in the midſt of worldly buſineſs, make 
to thyſe! fpaths of innocence, and walk free from the 


| contagion of the world. 


2313 What art thou the worſe, if à vain, talka- 


tive fellow think thee too reſerved ? or if he, 
whoſe fooliſh levity is his deceaſe, call thee dull, 
| | armed g 
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becaufe thou vapotireſt not all thy en _ 
froth? | 

2314 If thou, in every ehing; feateft thow! malt | 
not do well, thou wilt at length do all things ill. 
Wehôu tos much apprehendeſt a poffible ſhame, 
thou wilt forget chat er ſhould iro pd thee 
er it. ; 

2315 Be content if thou — e dee. 
Turn thy eye upon thofe that are under thee. If 
thou haſt no inferiors, have patience awhile, and 
thou ſhalt have no fuperiors. 

2316 Let thy fpare time be ſpent in (ig, i ; 
meditating, or difcourfing. By the firſt thou con- 
verſeſt with the dead; by the ſecond with rn er | 
by the laſt with the living. | 

2315 There is much to be got by humility. He 
that looked downward ſaw the ſtars in the water; 
but he that looked upward could not ſee the waters 
in the ſtars. 

2318 Be not too haſty in buſineſs, but think 
again; for ſecond thoughts are beft. MNoab's dove 
brought the branch of * dome at her ſecond ; 
journey. 

2319 If thou lookeſt abroad, and bringeſt into 
one day's thoughts the evil of many days, certain 
and uncertain ;- what will be, and what will never 

| be; 


I 64: 5 
be; thy load will look intolerable, as it is unrea- 


ſonable. 
2320 Truſt not an enemy becauſe ahan haſt 
| done him good offices; ; for men are naturally 


more prone to = ere £990 4 uite Kind- 


= TER & * . 0 
neſſes. 41 I; 


2321 We ak it e bens to 05 all ee 


of freedom in our converſations; but have thou a 


care, for it is very often ſeen, that e interpret: 


that ill, which was meant well. 


2322 Truſt not to a bodily 8 link. 


not to. compenſate with it for a good life; if thou 
doſt ſo, thou art like the ſick man that eats up his 


phyſician's bill, inſtead of BORG! the melicines it 


contains. 
2323 The morning is not ſo ft a time to 3 a 


favour, as the afternoon; becauſe the good temper 


of our ſouls depends wholly on that of our bodies: 
we are not ſo well diſpoſed before meat as after. 
2324 That which thou art aſhamed to do in the 


fight of men for the turpitude of it, thou ſhouldeſt 
be much more aſhamed to do in the fight of the 
angels, and even of God himſelf, when thou art 


alone. 


2325 Sanander not away thy life in \ dimes, | 
There is. but little need to drive away time, Which 
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is ever flying away ſo ſwiftly of itſelf; and when 
once gone is gone for ever. 

2326 If thou wouldeſt ſecure thyſelf fn whe 
higheſt degree, thou muſt watch againſt the loweſt ; 
as he that would prevent an inundation, muſt have 
an eye to the ſmalleſt breach in his banks. 

2327 If thou ſinkeſt under every croſs accident, 
and ſtill whineſt and complaineſt, crying out upon 
every touch of fortune; thou art a mean degene- 
rous ſoul, below the We of our eee 
nature. 

2328 Thoſe that thou findeſt n 1 in- 

nocent mirth, or profitable diſcourſe, thou may'ſt 
aſſure thyſelf, are dangerous AY and can 
never benefit thee. 
2329 If thou delivereſt up thyſelf to thy palste, 
and thy luſts, thou wilt be the moſt miſerable of 
mortals. Thy pleaſure will be ſhort, and preſently 
will turn to nauſeouſneſs; and the end of it will 
be ſhame and repentance. 

2330 Live not to thyſelf alone ; but a it in 
mind, that we are all members of one body; and 
it is as natural to help one another, as for the hands 
to help the feet, and the eyes the hands. 

2331 Believe not any thing of either ſcandal or 
misfortune, till thou art very certain of it: for 

| many 
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time may make evidence of the undoubted truth. 


2332 The good offices thou doſt for a man in 
want, ſhould be known only to thoſe that have 


the benefit of them. Many a modeſt man ſtands in 
need of help, that has not the face to confeſs it. 
2333 There are a world of things neceſſary to 


be ſtudied and learned; and therefore thou ſhouldeſt 


diſcharge thy mind of fuch things as are eng 
ſary, to make way for greater matters. 2 

2334 If thou art a good man, and deſerveſt well, 
and yet art ill ſpoken of, thou oughteſt to go on in 
thy virtuous courſes, and not be troubled and 
ſtopped any more than the TIED is at the 
barking of curs. | „ 

2335 In diſcourſing, bomething is to be indulged 
to common civility; more to intimacies and en- 
dearments and friendſhip; and a - competency to 
theſe recreative ace which maintain the 
chearfulneſs of ſociety. ; 


2330 If thou art wiſe, thou wilt contract *. 


ſubjects, both of thy joys and thy fears; and it 


will de time and pains well ſpent ſo to abate 


the one, that thou may'ft likewiſe diminiſni the 
2337 What extremities have ſome men endured 
for the ambition and intereſt of other people ! and 


ſhalt 


0 


10 
ſhalt not thou venture the croſſing of an intem- 


perate luſt, for the conqueſt of thyſelf ? 


2338 Thy life ought not to de taken up in 
empty impertinencies and fantaſtical ideas, but in 
uſeful practice. Wiſdom is the reſult of experience, 
and experience of repented acts. | 

2339 Turn thy eyes into thyſelf ; and beware 
thou judge not others. In judging of others, thou 
wilt often err, and do thyſelf no good; in diſ- 
cuſſing thyſelf, thou wilt find out what | thei 
oughteſt to mend. 

2340 When thou receiveſt iDjutice, if thou art 
a x good man, thou wilt be more concerned for the 
malice of thy adverſary, than for thy own wrongs ; 
and wilt be ſooner moved to compaſſion than 
anger. | | | | 

2341 In the hour of mirth take heed ; for when 
thou art in the height-of jollity, thou art apt to be 
heedleſs, and ſhew thy failings ; like the moon, 
which diſcovers: her ſpots moſt when Ho is 
brighteſt... _ 

2342 Books and ſtudy teach ls generals ; 3 ex- 
perience informs us in particulars, and giveth ut 
the beft and only uſeful knowledge; and ſo it is 
multitude of years only that can make thee experi- 
mentally and truly wiſe. i 
| 2343 It 
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2343 It will much tend to thy peace to be ſilent 
of others, and not to believe promiſcuouſly all that 


is ſaid, nor eaſily to report What thou nn 


nor to lay thyſelf open to many. 
2344 Becauſe thou art afraid to be deſpiſed, 
therefore thou wilt not be reprehended for thy 


faults, but ſeekeſt the ſhades of excuſes. But this. 


is concealing of ulcers, for fear of being cured. 
2345 Words of ſcandal are but words; they fly 
through the air, but hurt thee not, unleſs thou re- 
ceiveſt them. In ſhort, if thou art guilty, be wil- 
ling to amend; if mo art 1 reſokes to 
n 

wet, In all thy Hare, ee thyſelf MANY 
a chearful ſpirit and good hopes. The fearing to 


become miſerable makes men oftentimes become 


that which they fear, and ſo turns their i K 
falſe fear into miſeries certain. 

2347 When the laſt hour ſhall come, hd wilt 
have a far different notion and opinion of things, 


and of thy whole life that is paſt, and be exceed- 
ing ſorry (but all in-vain) that thou haſt been ſo 


remiſs and careleſs. | 
22348 Be not ſo proudly ada] _ in love 
with thyſelf, as to believe nothing is good or bad, 
1 or * neceſſary or needleſs, but only thoſe 
things 
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Ginge that are for or _ thy e opinion. 
intereſt, or pleaſure. 
2349 So great a part of the comfort of l . 


pends upon a man's good correſpondence ro 


thoſe that are near about him, that I think thou 


canſt not love thyſelf une nene loveſt thy e 
bour alſo. 


2350 When there is no recreation or pukneſs 


for thee abroad, then may'ſt thou have a company 


of honeſt old fellows, in leathern jackets in thy 


Rudy, which may find thee. excellent divertiſe- 


ment at hon. 
2351 1 would have thee have e e 


but not a flux at the mouth. Too much reaſoning 


looks like jangling. If thou hadſt a ſolid judgment, 
thou wilt reaſon no more than what is fit, 


2352 Truſt not preſumptuouſly to thy repen- 


tance and reſolution of amendment: nature will 
ſometimes lie buried a great while, and yet revive 
upon occaſion of a temptation. 

2353 When thou doeſt a kindneſs, FR it frankly 
before it be aſked, for it will be received with a 


greater ſenſe of obligation, becauſe thou thereby 
diſburtheneſt thy friend of that baſhfulneſs and 


fear of repulſe which commonly attends aſking. 


2354 If 


b 


8 2354 If thou ſhunneſt thy own company, it 
fAooks as though thou thinkeſt all others better than 


thyſelf, otherwiſe thou wouldeſt not fa. * 


ſelf thus, to be with them. 


2355 Raillery muſt be fine e and 
ſuch as rather ſerves to heighten and warm con- 


verſation, when it begins to flag and cool, than to 
. affront and news Fe which POS me 


aſſembly. 


2356 If thou 1 the talk, thou Gre 


frience upon the reſt of the company, and fo art 


preſumed to look on them only as thy auditors: 


and pupils, whilſt thou magifterially dictateſt to 
A Ee 

22357 Tis better for thee to be umpire or arbi- 
+ trator between ſtrangers than thy friends; for of 
the ſtrangers thou may'ſt make one thy friend, 


but among thy friends thou ſhalt make one thy 


thing to be continually watching the ſenſes, that 


temptation do not break in; and the heart, that 


its corruptions break not out. 


2359 It is not ſo diffieult as thou may'ft nu, 


to acquire virtue. Thou wilt go a great way to- 
wards it, if thou 3 bad fortune without 
repining 


2358 J tell thee, it is a very difficult and painful 


tion of 


of virt. 
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repining, and enjoyeſt e — arro- 


2360 Though reaſon is not to di relied upon as 


a guide: univerſally ſufficient to direct thee always 


what to do, yet it is generally to be truſted to, 
and N n rag what” thou art 
not todo, 

2361 The higher. thy 8 or ſtation i is, 


be aſſured the more obnoxious art thou to perils 
from without, from them that watch for thy halt 


ing, and from within, from thy deceitful heart. 

2362 Thou ftandeſt in need of grace more chan 
thy daily bread; becauſe, the conſequence of the 
want of the former is of more danger than the 
latter, by ſo much as the ſoul is more valuable 
than the body. 

2363 To conquer vices and greater ſins, thou 
muſt ſtifle: them in the birth, ſuppreſs the firſt mo- 


tion of them, and meet the temptation with an act 


of virtue contrary. to it. 

2364 If thou too much deſireſt to be thought a 
with man, it will hinder thee from being ſo ; for 
thou wilt be more ſolicitous to let the world fee 
what knowledge thou haſt, than to learn what 
thou wanteſt. 

2365 A great reputation is a 2 1 Z very 
hard for a man to acquit himſelf well of. Iwill tel 

os thee 


= „ 
1 thee my very thought.” An obſcure life is more ED. 
þ natural the more eaſy. =... 
= 2366 Thy mind will. never be raiſed to its true * 
= pitch and height, till thou haſt, in ſome meaſure, ces 
= conquered the fondneſs of life, and laviſh * rel 
I | death, and made them ſubject to reaſon.” | 7 23 
1 2367 If thou revileſt the good, thou art unjuſt, 1c 18 
1 becauſe they deſerve it not. If thou revileſt the broug 
11 bad, won are umwiſe; for it is likely they may be _ 
4 too hard for thee at that weapon. A 
4 2368 Be but true to thyſelf, and obey the difates "TN 
| 1 of thy own mind, and give leave to thy own con- be rig 
= ſcience; to, counſel thee, and tell thee what thou viſeab 
„ | oughteſt to do, and forbear z and "_—_ thou ſhalt | If the 
1 | be a law to thyſelf. x thang 
2369 When thou haſt dose a n {that hath 37 
gained thee honour, think what advantage thou thoſe 
canſt make of it: without doing chus, thou loſeſt | not thi 
all that thou haſt gotten. in tho! 
2370 If thou wouldeſt avoid being drawn into = 
; promiſes, avoid the molliffima tempora fandi, Set a ledge, 
| ſtrict watch over thyſelf when thy ſpirits are moſt fave us 
up, and thou art merry. _ ſort, ſy 
2371 Oftentimes when the body nb 237 
trouble, it is not ſo much the greatneſs of that pParts e 
trouble, as the littleneſs of my . pirit, that occaſions though 
— e | it doth 


— ” 


2372 „ What- 8... 


— 
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; 2372 Whatever ſin, Abe never fo tele an 
done, if thou alloweſt thyſelf to live in it, and ex- 
cuſeſt and pleadeſt for it, be it known to thee, that 


it is not a mere e 4 but a wilful *. F 
| 5 8 1 - «ftp 


2373 Know that if any trouble Ee to TY il | 
it is what thou haſt © deſerved, and therefore Wn 
brought upon thyſelf. But if any comfort come to = 

- thee, it is A . of God, and thou . not | b | 
merit it. | 


2374 It is not 8 for cher that a ching ] f 
F be right, if it be not fit to be done; nor is it ad- 1 
: viſeable for thee to do what is juſt, if not prudent. | 4 
= If thou loſeſt by getting, thou hadſt better loſe | 4 
| than get. b 
= 2375 Becauſe thou ſeeſt a man in an error in | | 
4 thoſe things whereof thou canſt judge, thou art 14 
not therefore to believe he muſt be equally miſtaken — 
in thoſe things vrhere thou canſt not judge. 
. 2376 Complain not of the loſs of Adam's know—- C 
* ledge, but of his innocency; we know enough to 
0 ſave us; and what is more than that, i 15, in AO — 

ſort, ſuperfluous. 
uf 2377 It is generally tie: none of his belt 
17 parts of breeding to talk much of one's ſelf; for 
10 though it be done ſo as not to argue pride, yet 


it doth ignorance of more worthy ſubjects. 
* =. KT: 2378 Thou 


„„ 


2378 Thou art very unthrifty of thy roputa- 
tion, if thou entereſt upon an action, the failing of 
which may be likely to diſgrace thee more, than 


the ſucceeding of it can credit thee. 


2379 If thou confeſſeſt thy fin, thou beginneſt 


thy journey towards heaven: if thou art ſorry for 


it, thou mendeſt thy pace: if thou forſakeſt it, 


thou art at thy journey's end, _ 
23890 To deſerve juſt what thou Ae is 
mere mechanic working for hire: but if thou 


goeſt on, and deſerveſt after a thing beſtowed, Gen 


thou art truly thankful. 


2381 Be not like the hypocrite i in i thy 3 ; 
he dares not; truſt God with a penny, except be- 
fore a whole congregation of witneſſes, leſt per- 
haps God ſhould deny the receipt. 

2382 If ever thou comeſt to have 6 let thy 
great care be to make him rather virtuous than 
learned. The common education is very _ in 
this thing. 

2383 Wiſh not the alteration at things to. thy 
Wan but model thy deſires. This i is in thy 
power to effect, the other beyond thy ability to 
obtain. | 
2384 Thou 1 not either to chide or play 
with thy wife, in the preſence of others; for the 

| one 


1 1 
one ſheweth ban Mn ect the. other ar = 

folly. - "gl 
2385 If thou * entertain yer alans win _ 
out being melancholy, whimſical, dull, or weary, - | : 
thou art a fit companion to mY * wanteſe me. — 
e 0 ii 

2386 Uſe thyſelf to other babes blies, and 
take not offence at every impertinence that hap» 
pens in company: this will go a great way to- 
wards the keeping of thyſelf ſedate and eaſy. 

2387 If thou art a right honeſt man, thou wilt 
take more pleaſure in knowing thyſelf honeſt, than 
in knowing all the world approves thee ſo. Virtus 
is built upon herſelf. | 

2388 If thou heareſt any commend his a Ui 
thou may'ſt for the moſt part conclude, that either 
he is a good ſervant, or his maſter is a facile fool, = 
that lets his ſervant be his maſter. _ 

2389 To arrive to the perfection of virtue and 
reputation, it is not enough to be well-born, and 
have good parts, but alſo to be well I up, 

: and have theſe parts cultivated. 

) 2390 Think no coſt too much in the purchaſing 
good books : this is next to the acquiring of good 

7 friends. But remember, they are better ornaments 

- an thy head than i in thy library. | 

1 


Ts 
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2391 If, through baſhfulneſs, thou art ſo eaſy 


and facile as to grant whatever is deſired of thee, 


thou wilt ' afterward prove ſo frail as to break thy 
word and recant, which will bring thee a greater 
2392 Conſider what opinion the company hath 
of thee, and in what matters they will willingly 


hear thee and regard thee, It will be thy wiſdom 


in no wiſe to meddle with any other thing. 


2393 If thou art not ſo happy as thou deſireſt, 


it is well that thou art not ſo miſerable as thou de- 


ſerveſt. Thou haſt received more good than thou 


haſt done, and done more evil than thou haſt ſuf- 
2394 If any laugh at thee for being ſoher, do 
thou laugh at them for being drunk. Let their 


pleaſures crown them, and their mirth abound, | 


but next day they will ſtick in the mud. 

2395 When thou art in affliction, *tis not the 

beſt way to ſeek comfort of thoſe. that be merry ; 
but of ſuch as are in a worſe condition than thy- 

ſelf. Compariſon perhaps may alleviate ſorrow. 


2396 Boaſt not of family and gentility ; it is 4 


mere borrowed thing from dead men's duſt and 


bones, and none of thine, except thou haſt virtue 


and worth of he own enough to haye begun it. 
2397 Keep 


inabil 
ſhould 
why « 
at the 

240 
fear, 1 


N 
2397 Keep an account of thy income and ex- 
pence. Tis ſeldom obſerved that he who doth ſo, 
and thereby has conſtantly under view the courſe 
of his domeſtic affairs, ever lets e run to 
ruin. 

2398 Nothing ſhould abate 40 and of the ſa- 
tisfaction thou conceiveſt of thyſelf, as the obſerv- 
ing that thou now diſapproveſt of the ſentiments 
thou formerly was fond of. 

2399 If thou conſidereſt of it, thou wilt find, 
that *tis vanity that is the great author of comple- 

mental talk; and when that gives over ſuggeſting, 
and alternate admiration and praiſes are ſpent, 
there is no great matter of diſcourſe behind. 

2400 Endeavour to regulate thy own paſſions to 
bear with thoſe of others; to be angry with thy- 
ſelf for the leaſt peccadello, but to frame excuſes 
for the errors and offences which * neighbour 
commits... 

2401 Not to fs a point is a fault chk of 
inability or levity. If thy deſign. be good, why 
ſhouldeſt thou not accompliſh it? if it be bad, 
why didſt thou begin it? Thou art not to ftop 
at the ſtarting of thy game, but kill it down. * | 

2402 Carry thy anger rather with ſcorn than 
dh * WIFE thou \may*ſt ſeem rather to be above 
4421055 E 3 the 


[79 ] 
the injury than below it; elſe thy paſſion will-ren- - _—=— 


der thee ridiculbus and contemptible. Tr hi 
2403 Thy raillery ought not to bite ſo hard as thy 

to engage the enmity of another, inſtead of gaining oy 

* His eftimation. This would be too dear a * th) 

_ of ſo trifling a ſatisfaction. of 
2404 If thou retireſt out of the . and = 
thinkeft thereby to be at peace, but yet deſireſt 48 


fame, or the glory of the world, or any thing elſe 


- that is in it, thou haſt only thy arms and thy legs Go 
aut of it, thy heart and thy mind are ſtill in it. and 
2405 Abominate and diſcourage ſcurtilous wit. 70 
Whatever is ſuddenly and confidently ſpoken, and men 
reflects upon another man, that paſſes current man 
for wit, though it be not ſenſe if examined, but beca 
only an odd expreſſion of malice. - _ pan) 
2406 Though hope be exceeding dedeirfub, yet „ 

it is of this good uſe to thee, that while thou art valui 
travelling through this life, it conducts. thee an tribu 
eaſter or more pleaſant way to thy journey's end. them 
4407 If thou haſt the addreſs of uſing moderate 1 
abilities to the beſt advantage, this dexterity ſhall doing 
gain upon the world, and bring thee into greater whicl 
reputation than real merit. powe! 
2408 There is often nothing more . 241 


chan the great defre of reputation therefore be Ceived 
| | content ods 


79 J 
content with ſweet privacy, Tf thou contemneſt 
high eſteem, thou wilt ſave ons cantly a G of 


trouble. 


2409 If thou ball difference with any, ſhew 
thyſelf generous, juſt, open-hearted, and a deteſter | 


of falſhood; thus thou wilt manifeſt a brayery of 


ſpirit, and make others inclined to take thy part. 
23410 Let not buſineſs, and the things of this 
world, hinder thee from attending to the things of 
God. Conſider thou muſt find a time to die in, 
5 then thou muſt be at leiſure for that. | 
2411 Avoid bad company, as thou wouldeſt 
men infected with the plague. There is many a 


man that hath been good, which is not ſo now, 


becauſe: he did not _ himſelf i in 7 good com- 
pany. | 

22412 I would not 5500 thee too ) mich under- 
value tradeſmen, for the meaneſt mechanicks con- 
tribute to the maintaining the world; and without 
them a city could not be built nor inhabited. 

2413 Thou art not truly virtuous for barely 
doing what is good, unleſs thou loveſt it: for that 
which thou doeſt by conſtraint is imputable to the 
power which compels thee. 

2414 If thou in filence ſuppreſſeſt a favoity re- 
ceived, thou art an unthankful fellow, that deſerved 
E 4 5 it 
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done, thou turneſt it into an injury, and ure ill 
will with it. 

2415 That is true learning which makes has 
wiſe, and that is true wiſdom which makes thee 
good; that is, which renders thee ever obedient 
to God, uſeful to others, and moſt eaſy to thyſelf. 

2416 Thy life is waſted and miſpent, if it make 
not proviſion for eternity; and it matters little 
whether it be waſted in ener, or in drudgery 
after riches. _ 


2417 Thou art not obliged 1 to give always, hen 


thou haſt given, often already., He who hath been 
a perpetual receiver, hath not upon that ewes ever 
the more right to aſk again. 


2418 Thou beganneſt to live the firſt day thou 


cameſt into the world, but from that very day alſo 
thou beganneſt to die; and ſo thou madeſt but 
one entrance into life and death. 

2419 What thou deſireſt or bwpeſt for * 
perfectly good to thee while it is at a diſtance; 
but when thou haſt i it in thy hands, it may wougd 
thee to the heart, 

2420 Good offices are the cement of humane 
ſociety ; but that they may be agreeable, it is ab- 
folutely neceſſary for thee to find out the deſires, 

anti 


it not; but if thou publiſheſt one that thou haſt 
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delights, and inclinations .of him thou wouldeſt 
rn, 8 

2421 Then art + thou poſolunly maſter of _ 
ſelf, when, inſtead of making things violently 
comply with thy humour, thou canſt accommo- 
date thy guſt and een to the things them- 
ſelves. 4:10 

2422 Whatever is . thee, 2 * 
thou learneſt, remember ſtill it i is a man that gives, 


| and a man that receives: tis a mortal hand that 


preſents it to chee; 3 tis a mortal hand that re- 


. ceives it. 


2423 Let thy art and thy induſtry be ever di- 


rected to render thee good for ſomething, and thy 


ſtudies to teach thee to do, and not only to talk or 
write. Make it thy whole buſineſs, ao and 


| work, to frame thy life. 


2424 Prepare not thyſelf for eines 2 
more out of glory than conſcience. Thy ſhorteſt 


way to arrive at glory, ſhould be to do that for 
conſcience which men do for glory. 


2425 If thou lookeſt into thyſelf, thou wilt | 
diſcover, in thyſelf a particular and governing form 


of thy own, which juſtles thy education; and 


wreſtleth with the tempeſts of batane, that are 
contrary to thee. 


ES 2426 Thou 


1 82 1 
4548 Thou müßt hate thy Wul inkrested in 
the means to ſuſtain, and contend with evils, 
and in the rules of believing and Hving well, and 
often ralſe it up, bers phi it In this' neue 
eudy. 

2427 When thou wi; T would have thee 
ſpare the company of books, leſt they ſhould per- 
vert thy manner of thinking, and interrupt rac 4 
method, and fo fhut thee out of thyfelf. - 
2428 In the management vf paſſions, thou may ſt 


With little ado ſtop the firſt ſally of thy emotions, 


and leave the ſubject that 1 to be n 


before it tranſports thee. 
2429 If thou doſt not think of the Peek 


thou wilt be thinking of the paſt or future; and 


therefore bufinefs, or converſation, or recreation, 
is neceſſary to fix thy thoughts on the preſent. 


2430 No pofſeffions can be good to thee, but 


by the good uſe thou makeſt of them; without 
which, wealth, power, friends, ſervants, &c. will 
but help to make thy life unhappy. 5 

2431 Though 'tis not to live to be hid in a 


ſtudy all one's life, yet if thou haſt been abroad in 
the ſervice of thy generation, thou may'ſt be al- 


Jowed to return home towards night, 


27 Alm 


t 


2432 Aim at a plain table, and a ſober life; at 
regular and cheap pleaſures, and moderate labour. 
Theſe beget and improve an entire habit of 


Health, and vwlong life to the utmoſt period of 
nature. 


2433 Nature has given thee a large vita r 6 


entertaining thyſelf alone, and often calls thee to 
it, and teaches thee, that thou oweſt thyſelf in part 
to ſociety, but chiefly and moſtly to thyſelf, 
2434 1 adviſe thee, that in all thy opinions and 
diſcourſes, as well as in thy manners, and all other 
things, thou keep thyfelf moderate and temperate, 
and avoid all novelties. 

2435 Examine every man's Gen Lick peaſant, 
a bricklayer, a paſſenger: : thou may'ſt learn ſome- 
thing from every one of theſe in their ſeveral ca- 
pacities, whereof ſome uſe may be malte at one time 
or another. 

2436 Thy Wee are thy own whilſt thou 


keepeſt them chained up; but if once thou ſuffereſt 
them to take air in words, they become another 


man's, who may perchance make uſe of them to 
thy ruin. | | 

2437 Neither envy nor admire the bling 
honours of mortality; for when a man is on the 
higheft pinnacle of human glory, he ſtands un- 
| 0 eaſy, 


1 8 J 


eaſy, nor can be deſcend. from. thence but by a 
precipice. 


2438 Build not too 3 upon g futwicy, "<0 | 
fon allows none to be confident, but him only who 


governs the world, who knows all things, and can 
do all things, and therefore can neither be ſ urprized 
nor over- powered. 


2439 A blow beſtowed in the tine, * 
of more effect than ten delivered unſeaſonably. 


There are ſome nicks in time, which whoſoever 
finds, may promiſe to himſelf ſucceſs. ; 


2440 Such as are thy inferiors will follow has 


but to eat thee out; and when thou leaveſt to 
feed them, they will hate thee: and ſuch men, if 
thou preſerveſt thy eſtate, will always be had. 


2441 The beſt object of thy bounty is either ne- | 


cellity or deſert; the beſt motive, thy own good- 
neſs, not pride ; and the true limit of i it, the ſafety 
of thy own eſtate. 7 

2442 Ever obſerve this thoſe FR will ſerve 
thee (of ordinary people) without thy hire, will 
colt thee treble as much as they that know * 
wages. | | 
2443 Never truſt a malicious man upon the 
account that thou haſt done him good offices; for 


thou haſt but fed a dragon, that will devour thee 


5 if 


- 


proo! 
frien 


1 
if ever thou comeſt . the ok; of 2 
che,, 2 
2444 1. not in e folicitous t en- 
groſs all the reſpect to thyſelf, but be content with 
a reaſonable diſtribution, and allow it to others, 
that thou may ſt have it returned to thee. : 
2445 Conceive that another man's intention 
(though covered cunningly) is moſt part for his 
own ends, and tends chiefly to his own good, n. 
ever he maketh a ſhew to be thine, | 
2446 The word friend is a common name, Ted? 
| „ by moſt? people; but believe me, 
thou wilt ſcarce ever find a man that gives ſolid 
proof of a true, une. and unintereſted 
friendſhip. 1019 b 
2447 If thou wouldeft. have : a ma beha- 
viour, it will be neceſſary for thee, to have a proper 
degree of confidence, and ſome good opinion of 
thyſelf. Baſhfulneſs is boyiſh. 5 | 
2448 If thou muſt love once in thy life, have a 
moſt vigilant care of falling into thoſe exceſſes, 
which will deprive thee of thy reaſon, and give 
thee repentance all the days of thy life. | :* 
2449 If thou art a virtuous, honeſt, and wiſe. 
man, though it ſo. happen that thy back be ſplit, 
yet thou wilt fave thy cargo, and have nnn 
left towards thy ſetting up again. 
2450 Let 
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2450 Let what temptations will offer, yet dare 
not thou to enrich thyſelf by any diſhoneſt means; 
for in ſo doing thou eng ecru age and 
becomeſt an atheiſt. 

2451 Be content with y hers ene If 
tip hadſt more, perhaps thou wouldeſt ſpend 
more in waſte; however, thou may*ſt be fure, thou 
thouldeſt then have more to anſwer for. | 

2452 Lay this up as a maxim, that if thy ſoul 
be not adorned with medeſty, prudence, and ſolid 
goodneſs, all thy external accompliſhments will be 

25 but mere pageantry. 
4453 Ledum, conſmeratum, et ſcriptum oft; - 
nunc oivam. When once thou haft made and fixed 
thy rules to live by, ſee how thou n draw thy 
life and actions by tbßem. 

2454 If” any one giveth thee e praiſes, 
more than can handſomely belong to thee, thou art 
to think of him, that he taketh thee for vain and 
credulous, and eaſy to be deceived, and PR 
a fool. 

2455 Seeing no man on earth is endued with 
abſolute perfection, thou oughteſt to make humane 
_ allowances, and not mock at others” — | 
leſt others likewiſe laugh at thine. 

2456 If thy friend be not ready (when a great 
occaſion calls for it) to ſuffer al things, to loſe all, 

and 


(#1 


and his very will too, for thy fake, whom he 


1 to love, he man. not the rr of a 


friend. e b 

2457 What thon wouldeſt Dave „H- for the 
effect of human frailty, or thoughtleſſnefs in thy- 
Tf, thou canſt, with no tolerable on give 
a worſe name to in another. 


2458 Never let thy tongue ſo looſe, as to reflect 


upon another man's religion, reputation, infirmity, 
or misfortune : tis not only ee but i in- 
| human, and even unchriſtian, © 


2459 A man may meddle with'thy matters, not | 


as a buſy body, but as a friend; and then if he 
adviſe thee contrary to thy inclination, thou art 
not to be angry, but oughteſt to conſider, | 


2460 If thou neglecteſt thy debts, thou art un- 


done to the world, and muſt not expect to eat or 
fleep in peace. And a poor man's. debt maketh a 
great noiſe, 

2461 Let thy eulogiums in converſe be always 
within the circumference of common ſenſe and 


reaſon; that thoſe thou praiſeft may be perſuaded N 


thou really thinkeſt what thon ſayeſt. 
2462 Thou canft fcarcely be truly wife till thou 


haſt been deceived. Thy own errors will teach 


. thee more prudence, than the grave precepts, ms 
even 1 examples, of others. 
a 3 If 


e e 


TEL 


** If thou canſt but live free * debt and 
want, tis not abſolutely neceſſary to care for more; 
for all the reſt, truly fpeaking, is but 2 and 
for the moſt part vexation too. n 
2464 Eſteem not thoſe thy, friends * never 


contradict thee : they may carry it ſo, not out of 


any affection to thee, but a deſire of gaining upon 
thee... | 

Locks Thy ers is to cure ts 9 A han 
ſeek delights. for it. I tell thee thou haſt as much 
buſineſs within hyde: as a phyſician has in a 


hoſpital. _. 


2406 The ſooner thou beginneſt to * 708 


ſelf. to its, and the more haſte thou makeſt, the 
longer wilt thou enjoy the comforts of a recliſied 
mind. 11 


2467 Gin thy advice without applauding it, | 


and declare thy judgment without pretending that 
others ſhould ſubmit to thy reaſon. Maintain thy 
opinion without eagerneſs, and hear other men 8 
without impatience. Fs 
2468 To ſee little or no company would be ta 
deprive thyſelf of pleaſures that are innocent and 
profitable; but to ſpend thy whole life in viſiting, 
would be to let all thy water run by thy mill. 
2469 Let not thy ſervants into thy ſecrets ; 7 
for by ſo doing thou wilt make them thy maſters ; 
ER and 


— 
* 


11 

and when they come to find it out, that thou 
dareſt not diſpleaſe chen, they will dare to diſ- 
pleaſe thee. 
2470 If thou canſt not ſatisfy kinks; catisfy 
thyſelf : whoever accuſeth, yet let thy conſcience 
clear thee. And perſevere in a good cauſe, ** 
neither thou nor thy cauſe proſper. 
2471 If thou accuſtomeſt thyſelf to les ow 
wilt loſe the eſteem thou oughteſt to have for them 
with whom thou liveſt; and thou wilt fancy a 
falſe idea of thy own merit and perfeRions. 
2472 Change not thy opinion of perſons, as 
they change their affection. Conſider what they 
are in themſelves, not what they are to thee. Their 
kindneſs, or unkindneſs, makes no eſſential altera. 
tion in them. . | | 

2473 In managing of thy ſon, always if Fae 
means will do, never uſe foul: and let him ſee, 
thou art more willing to praiſe and reward * 
neſs, than to reprove and puniſh vice. 

2474 When thou' feeleſt thy heart begin to be 
affected with pride, conſider (poor creature!) what 
thou waſt in thy birth, and what thou ſhalt be at 
thy death; and then be proud if thou dareſt. 

2475 I would not only teach thee how thou 
mayeſt hold thy own, and keep thy eſtate; but 1 

| would 
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would inſtruct thee alſo in a much finer thing, that 


is, how thou mayꝰſt loſe it ( if FR ſo: ow 
-and be contented. 
2476 Liberty is of more value'than any gifts ; 


and to receive gifts, is to loſe it. Be aſſured, that 


men moſt commonly ſeek to oblige thee, eee 
they may engage thee to ſerve them. 

2477 Thy danger, or ſafety, muſt flow from a 

principle within thee. The devil-and world may 

tempt thee, but they have no power to conſtrain 

thee, if thou ſtandeſt but up for thyſelf. - 


2478 To ſuffer wrong, will breed leſs moleſta- 


tion than to do it. To be patient, will create thee 
not half ſo much trouble, as vexing, fretting, and 
fuming within thyſelf would do. 

2479 If thou by juſt authority art he: to 
any public charge, thou art to embrace it chear- 


fully, not as a prize either to atnbition or cov e- 
en but as an nenen to en * 


2480 Avoid Ade Tyere may often be 


leſs vanity in following the new modes, than in | 


adhering to the old ones. It is true, that the fool- 


ich invent them, but the wiſe may * to, in- 


ſtead of nn chem. 


rt When 


24 
turn, 
of it 
haſt 


chari 
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2481 When thou haſt done any one a good 
turn, thou ſhouldeſt fo forget it as not to ſpeak 
of it: if thou boaſteſt it, or upbraideſt it, thou 
haſt paid thytelf, and loſt the nobleteſs of the 
Charity. 

2482 If thou wilt do previſely no more than juſt 
what thou needs muſt, thou wilt ſoon be brought 
to omit ſomething of thy duty, and wilt be apt to 
believe leſs to be neceſſary than is. 

2483 Not to be provoked at all is beſt, But if 
thou art at any time moved, never correct till the 
fume of thy paſſion be ſpent; for every firoke fury 
ſtrikes is ſure to hit ourſelves at laſt. 


2484 Amongſt thy inferiors thou ſhalt be ſure 


of reſpect ; therefore it is good to be a little fumi- 
_ tiar. Amongſt thy peers thou ſhalt be ſure of fa- 
miliarity z and therefore it is good a little to keep 
ſtate. 

2485 Be free in company: tis an Wü 
incivility, when people deign not to ſpeak, and 
ſeem to teſtify, by a lighting filence, that it is not 
in ſuch company as this, when they _ utter 
what they know. . 

2486 If thou art verily perſiiaded; that theſe 
things which we hear and read concerning another 
world, be true, thou ſhalt have no need of having 
an aſſurance of living long in this. 


2487 Be 
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2487 Be not fierce and: unmerciful in thy fa- 
mily. He that ſheweth himſelf cruel to his ſer- 
vants, will be thought by the world, inclined to 
be ſo to others al ſo, if ever he Set power and wer 
e 
2488 Have a care of the man chat never page 


his thought of any, and is plauſible to every one. 


He is not fit to be admitted for a faithful friend, 
who is ready to enter amity with all men alike. 

2489 Thou art not maſter of what thou haſt 
ſpoken, but may'ſt diſpoſe of what thou haſt not 
ſpoken as thou pleaſeſt, and canſt wa or not "—— 
it, as thou wilt. F=\ . : 

2490 If thou deſireſt Win well ſpokes. of 1 


to ſpeak well of others; and when thou haſt 
learned to ſpeak well, then learn likewiſe to do 


well to others; ſo ſhalt thou be ſure to get kindneſs 
and credit, 
2491 Thou muſt uſe friends as muſicians 25 


their ſtrings; who, when they find them in diſ- 


cord, do not preſently break them, but by ſkilful 
jatenſion and remiffion, bring them to a 98579 
conſort. 


2492 Strike the ſerpent's head with 55 a2 8 


hand, and thou canſt not fail of ſucceſs one way or 


other. If thy Epe nn on . will 


be 


| the fir 


wilful! 


249 
thy fri 
divert 


—SB 
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be killed; and if the ſerpent get the advantage, 
thy enemy will be ſent off. 


2493 Cheat not thyſelf with vain Han! and 
falſe imaginations, when thou comeſt to die; for. 


— 


nothing can be a ſolid foundation of peace and ſe- 
curity, but an univerſal righteouſneſs. 


2494 What advantage or pleaſure, will it be to 
thee, to receive a thouſand eulogies from others, if 
thy own conſcience tells thee, thou deſerveſt them 
not, and therefore they are none of thine? 
2495 There is- nothing more dearly kept up 
than reputation. Reputation is not acquired with - 
out good and happy chances; but for the preſerva- 
tion of it, thou muſt be very expert, and not __ 


any trouble or care. 


2496 Suffer not Ifttle things to have great hold 
upon thee; if thou doſt, thou wilt be as much 


tranſported with them, as if they deſeryed it. 


2497 In loving of God thou muſt not hate thy 
neighbour, The obſervation of the ſecond table of 


the Decalogue muſt be joined with our care to keep 


the firſt, He keepeth no commandment truly, that 
wilfully neglecteth one. 

2498 If thou conſenteſt to the tranſgreſſion of 
thy friend, or art ſo meanly ſpirited as not to 
divert him from it when an: + thou nn 

then 


3 1 
then thyſelf —— A of _ fame fault 


with him. . 

2499 If thou putteſt off repentance to 2 
bed, thou thereby ſheweſt, that thou wouldeſt never 
mind God, or thy ſoul at all, if it were not m 
mere neceſſity, and fear of damnation. | 
250o It would be great imprudence'in thee, over 
Ay to wiſh for that which thou haſt not 


within thy power, or what is yet at a great diſtance | 


from thee ; and at the ſame time to neglect the 
preſent, which is within thy reach. 

2501- No wonder, that Narciſſus loſt bimſelf, 
fince he looked for himſelf out of himſelf. Thou 
art to be found truly no where but in thyſelf. 


Every where elſe thou meeteſt with but only thy 


own ſhadow, and thy own phantom. 

2502 If any ſpitefully doth thee an injury, he 
ſhall himſelf feel it afterwards with pain, if he 
find thou beareſt it ſo. well as not to let it pain 
thee. If thy breaſt be armed with patience, the 
weapon will rebound, and wound his heart that 
ſent it. 

2503 Thou may'ſt edify. a hound times more 
by thy own perſonal experience of things, than by 
all the moſt elaborate diſcourſes mee can be made 
by others. 


2504 Thou 
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2504 Thou wert better diſcredit vice by ſcorn, 
than to give it reputation by invectives; and to 
laugh with ſucceſs, than be angry without profit. 


without partaking of them. 


1 would have thee conſider other men's follies, 


2505 Thou haſt need of courage to maintain 
friendſhip ; and indeed of prudence to perform the 
duties of life. Pis nothing to have a found will, 


if the underſtanding be defective. 


2506 In diſcourſe, uſe not too much geſture with 


thy hands; thoſe that do ſo, are obſerved generally 
to be defective in their matter; and the ſtrength of 


their talk conſiſts principally in _ motions and 


diſtortions of their body. 


2507 For a friend to converſe aal, rather 
chooſe one that hath a ſound affection, than a 


crafty brain. One may fail thee by accident, but 


the others with deſign. It would be uncivil in thee, 
when thou art talking to-a man, to fix thy eyes fo 
ſtedfaſtly and boldly upon him, as if thou meanedſt 
to put him out of countenance, and to _—_ 


upon his modeſty, 


2508 When thou eben thou muſt be 
neither too ſharp nor too gentle, but tempered 
between both. Thou muſt make uſe of the rod 
and the ſtaff; the rod to ſtrike, and the ſtaff to ſup- 


port with. 


2509 If 


1 


250 If thou intendeſt any good, dike; it. not, 
but do it to-day, or as ſoon as thou canſt; thou 


knoweſt not what chance may * this age 
to prevent it. 


2510 The world challerighthy the right of di. 


tributing eſteem and applauſe ;-ſo that if thou 


aſſumeſt by thy ſingle authority to be thy own 
carver, it groweth angry, and never faileth to ſeek 


+ revenge... : -* * 


511 If thou « ever ſhalt have a child Ge, e com- 


fort thyſelf with this, that death hath prevented 
him from ſeeing and ſuffering thouſands of miſe- 


ries, which would inevitably have * unto 


him, if he had lived long. 


2512 Thou canſt ſcarcely be fo raightened and 
oppreſſed with buſineſs, and an active courſe of 
life, but that thou may'ſt reſerve many vacant 
times of leiſure (if thou art diligent to ob- 


ſerve it) whilſt thou expecteſt the return tides of 


affairs. 20k 
2513 If thou'wouldeſt pry into the effects and 


- circumſtances of the paſſions that ſway thee, thou 
wouldeſt ſee them coming, and wouldeſt a little 


break their impetuoſity and career. They do not 


always ſeize upon a ſudden ; there are threatnings 


and degrees. 


2514 The 


25 
to.in 
ſidera 
miſer. 
fottiſ] 

25 
thou 1 
lefler | 
that ſ 
allow: 
-—251 
ſent; 
when 
have 1 
ligion. 
2. 
thyſelf 
and by 

Provide 
policy. 
2519 
tis goo 


Vol. 


— . ²˙ Ä 
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2514 The greateſt" excellence of man is his 
reaſon; and therefore it would be extreme folly 


in thee, to pride thyſelf, and boaſt of thy ſtrengtn 


of body, wherein the very brute beaſts far excel us. 
2515 How much happineſs may'ſt thou attain 


to in thy life-time, by being diligent, careful, con- 


ſiderate, active, and conſtant! and how much 
miſery may'ſt thou bring upon thyſelf, by _ 
fottiſhneſs, and indolence! 


2516 There is a great deal e that 


thou ſhouldeſt endeavour to redeem; thy time from 
lefler occaſions, than to laviſh it in impertinencies ; 
that ſo thy wei ightier concerns rn have the more 
allowance. 


2517 Thou art well; and nel here at pre- 


ent ; 3 but for all this, know, the time will come, 
when God will ſtand thee in ſtead, and thou ſhalt 


have need of the retreats and comforts of re- 


ligion. 


23518 + is beſt eitinguiſhed" by PREFER 
thyſelf in thy ends, rather to ſeek merit than fame; 


and by attributing thy ſucceſſes rather to divine 


Providence and felicity, than to _— own'virtue or 
policy. 

25 19 In things that are tender and nigh 
tis good to break the ice by ſome:whoſe words are 
Vor. II. „ Fo 87 of 
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of 6 A l is res the me weighty 
voice, to come in as by chance; ſo that he may be 
aſked the queſtion upon the other's ſpeech. 
2520 Frequently meditate upon thy latter end. 
The conſideration of death will teach thee : what 
thou art now; it will ſheiv/ thee what thou ſhalt 
FFC 
oaghieſ᷑ to be every dy. 

2521 Whatſoever en to: vex thee comes 
to nothing if thou ſlighteſt it; but if thou ſheweſt 
thyſelf much concerned, thou betrayeſt thy weak- 
ee eee e e eee 
well deſervedſt the abuſe. 

2522 If thou haſt no regard to thy b thou 
_ art loſt to all purpoſes of virtue and goodneſs : 
When a man is once come to this, not ta care 
what others ſay of him, the next ep 1 to ot no 
care what himſelf doth. 

2523 While thou ateft As; to . 
of thy religion, thou doſt as effectually diſown it, 
as if thou ſhouldeſt openly renounce thy baptiſm, 
and make a public recantation of chriſtianity. 

2524 It is in the power of Providence to humble 
the pride of the mighty, even by the moſt defpica- 
ble means. Wherefore be thou never ſo great; or 
never ſo little, preſume not on the: one fide, nor 
deſpair on the other. 


2525 In 


indeed he doth ; therefore thou canſt not oblige 
mank ind better than by ſpeaking well. Man is 


I» 7 


2525 In thy times of mireb — ves 
fore thou beginneſt, to eonſider, what particular 


error or imprudence it may be likely to bring ches 


into; and ſo provide well, and wateft againſt c- 
2526 When thou importuneſt a. frhend for any 


the want of affection, 2 N halt ab 
e eee 1 
2527 rr e 


the Ow an —_ e in” . 
Nerd. 

| 2528 One ob the firlt nette of een 
dom in the conduct of aur lives, I have ever 
thought to be the prudent choice of a' few inti- 
mate friends, and the making of us no IF yu 
poſſible) to ourſelves; STPINS þ{ 

2529 Guard Wyſelf kram dhe Htk ure ness 
for if thou eanſt but ſo far ſubdue thy paſſion,” as 
to gain time for cooler thought, theu wilt eaſily 
attain to a good e of at after 
wards. 
25 30 Be not nick and profuſe in giving; 5 
times it is Tooked upon as indiſeretion, * 
2 b or 


thing, obſerve when thou art freſſi in reſpect; for 
then he is prepared to thy hand and then inſinuate 
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or.an-affeQation of popularity; and ſo gains no 


| true ran or thanks, ones is en tg 


or laughed at. 


due eee 
joy a ſenſe of his love to thy ſoul; and then ſhalt 


thou have enough, yea mote than if thou didſt 
enjoy all the things of this world in the. (greateſt 


abundance. 3 17 
2532 Though eaſe be colinina 8 1 it. 


come from whom, or upon what account it will ; 
yet I would have thee underſtand why thou art 


commended, that thou may ſt know How to Nw 


up the ſame reputation till. + + | 

2533 Conſider well how thou parteſt WF wy, 
money. The Indians have not made the Spaniard 
rich. Neither is any man made wealthy by abun- 


dant comings-in, but 19 the few enten of 


ſpending. 


2 Rides and in imitate haiti a man — had 


rather ſuffer injury than do it ; and that not- out 
of timorouſneſs, or ſluggiſhneſs of nature, but out 
of good morality, and ſtrong oppenunn: * 
affections and paſſions. 5 

2535 The remembring to have ſeen a thingia im- 


perfect, takes from one the liberty of thinking it 


well done when finiſhed ; therefore have a care not 


to 


4 "2 * * — _ 


* 
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to let thy works be ſeen in embtio, but learn of 
nature not to expoſe them to the world n 3 . 


are mature. 1 
25 36 If thou canſt ſo prepare for thy laid and; 


and arrive to that paſs, that no affection to any 
earthly thing detains thee in this world, thy confi- - 


dence and conſolation at the hour of death _ be 
Ons Lal FL bf £17 | 1104-4 

+ 2537 When thou ain; any thing, + 
avis and long harrangues, by which the narra- 


tion is broken, and the hearer retarded and put 


out of his way; as by hedges and ditches in the 
road of a traveller, that wREs ia to * age, 


mx 142 209.4 
2538 Sometimes thou wile find; __ by. the 


mere prepounding a difficulty to another, thou 


ſhalt preſently be able to reſolve that which ſeemed 
too hard for thee, whilſt thou revolyedlt it Ws in 
in thy own-breaſt. 


2539 If thou wouldeſt ants great, ad be | 


loved and reſpected, thou muſt be equally removed 
from ſervility on the one hand, and pride on the 
other ; thou muſt ſcorn to-trample-upon a * 
or ſneak to an emperor. ee 
2540 Be not negligent concerning circum- 
ſtances and outward appearances; for they fre- 
8 quently 


*r ä n 
ne 


oy 


worth; and a good eee faſhion 
n all. 
2547 Thou ſhouldeſt always r duty and 
a good conſcience before all the world; becauſe i 
zs in truth more valuable, ſince thy ſoul is im- 
Mortal, and will ſurvive in another world. 
2542 In reading, carry an indifferent aff 
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ſo firmly to what thou meeteſt with in an author, 
as to ſeave no place for the truth; or a greater 
probability thou may ſt find in another. 


the world and become rich of thyſelf. There muſt 


neger. 
2544 If andes am aRiontht and fon 
able, merely upon the account of cenſure that thou 
art likely to undergo for it (either from the vulgar, 
or great ones, NEG it very hard. to 
be honeſt and juſt. 
= 2545 Never. 9 any, except thou 
== wird ſure and certain of the ſact, and canft ſpeak 
i home to the purpeſe ; for undonhtful accuſations 


auently procure a wan more reſpect 1 


along with thee, and never engage abpvineliaation- 


2543 Fancy not that thou canſt erb 8 


be dependencies in commerce, without which it 
is generally impaſſible to have euer bet is * | 


t 13 J 5 


leave a ſtain behind them, and alter prove indelible 
injuries to the party accuſed. 


2546 'Look well to thyſelf, as to the little and 


commoh things of life. Praiſe is ſooner obtained 


in ſmaller things than in great; for as much as 
the former may be frequently nn and the N 


| latter acted but ſeldom. 


2547 All che things in the world being but the 


ef the body, and the body of the ſoul, how 
abjectly baſe art thou, if abandoning thy own au- 


thority, thou becomeſt the ſervant of thy ſervant's 


ſervant. 


2548 Bear thyſelf gently and kindly towards 


men in miſery : ſuch are apt to ſuſpe& every thing 
for a' contumely and deriſion; and their minds 


being ſore, every nr gives Them anew ; 


imart. | 

2549 That lerbing which che getteſt by hs 
own obſervation and experience, is far beyond 
that which thou getteſt by precept ; as the know- 
ledge of a traveller exceeds that OY 
a map. 

2550- The beſt judgment thou canſt make of a 
man is from the acquaintance he keeps company 
wth: far friends and enemies are both partial; 
BS whereas 


* — 


L 204 1 


whereas theſe ſee him trueſt, becauſe calmieft, and 
are no way engaged to lie for him. 
2551 Demean thyſelf more warily in thy fudy . 


chaw's in the ſtreet: if thy public actions have a 


hundred witneſſes, thy private have a thoufand. 


The multitude looks but upon thy . eng * 
conſcience looks into them. 
2552 If thou keepeſt company too 1 with 


others, I fear me, thou wilt not converſe enough 
with thyſelf; and then, for want of being acquainted 


with thy own boſom, thou wilt be miſtaken, and 


preſent a fool to the ee which thou NE: to 7 


be a wiſe man. 
2553 Thou muſt reap Aer benefits wan 


obloquies, if thou ſtudieſt to improve them to their 


richeſt advantage. The venom of a viperous * 
may be converted into treacle. 

2554 Reſolve upon nothing of moment, but by 
the advice and permiſſion of right reaſon: and when 


thou haſt once reſolved, let nothing be able to di- 
vert the execution, but a countermand from the 
ſame authority. 

2555 When thou ſheweſt reſpect to any one, 
ſee that thy ſubmiſſions be proportionable to the 
| homage thou oweſt him. There is ſtupidity and 
1 e 2 pride 
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pride in doing too little ; but in over acting of 
it, there is abjection and hypocriſy. . 

2556 Enjoy as much content and happineſs.as 
thou canſt this very preſent moment, and put it not 
off to a time to come, no body knows when ; as 


| though that time ſhould be MO make than | 


this that is already come. 
2557 In writing, endeavour to 1 thy lan- 


guage and ſtyle ſo continued every where, and ſo 


like itſelf, that the reader may well perceive thou 


haſt no where ſtretched thy own notion and mean- 


ing, to make way for another man's ers or ex- 


preſſion. 
2558 Cloſeneſs and direct pegel is very 


ill taken in company; for it implies thou either 


deſpiſeſt them or ſuſpecteſt them, or haſt a deſign 


upon them; or elſe, perhaps, that thou e haſt 


nothing in the. 

23559 If thou admitteſt « every one into the num- 

der of thy friends, thou proſtituteſt thy life to all 
comers. If thou joineſt with none, thou wanteſt 
one of the greateſt comforts and helps thau canſt 

here enjoy. No man is happy without a friend. 


2560 Thou wilt generally find courteſies thrown 


away upon perſons that are very proud or cove- 
wen the one being of that fondneſs as to think 
F 8 all 
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his bern deſert; the orher af itt Vaſeineks, 
as to ſet a vey Tow. bor wall poet wo 
wil 5. ee do 


Ol iguteft to choofe ſuch an clemert for it to breathie 
in, as is pure and ſerene: but 4. e 
find k ah fockety. : 


28652 It will ner be a mark of dur affection to 


Sur fllend, but on) yal iſcoyery of our ſelf. love, tb 
Sonddle che occaſion of their happineſs, becauſe it 
Nas Teffoded out's by robbing: us l their belovet 


E and friendſhi Pe 
2 2563 Thou oughteft to be mafter of a babesctlat | 


conduct in the intricacies of Hfe, and to have the 
Art of applying general precepts to thy own per- 
Tonal occafic ions an nd neceſities; for infinite dim 
Dogg arife in our daily affairs. 

5 564 64 When misfortunes befal khee, and thou 
BE FA thyſelf miſerable, think with thyſelf, 
and conſider how many there are, who would think 
themſelves advanced almoſt as high as heaven, if 


they could have but ; 4 pare of hs remains Bu my 


proſperity, 
2565 If thou art not 11a & capable of diſ- 
cerning the times, and TIRE the variety of 


cir- 


Neubert be air br dhe dal, and if 
e che health ahd Efe of tñy mind, thou 


circumſtances on all occaſions and: accidents, thou 
Avilt never reap much fruit from hiſtory. 
. 2556 Endeavour always to learn ſomething from 
the information of thoſe with whom thou con- 
ferreſt (which is the beſt ſchool of all), and to put 
W wer ety thoſe en a ee 
able to ſpeak upon. 
2567 Every ak e e bees his ſpe- 


culations; and if thou traffickeſt in the mart of 


philoſophy on the ſtock -of thy own diſcoveries, 
thou art in a fairer way to improve thyſelf, than a 


eee eee ee 72 


men's conceptions, 
2568 Put not er the baten Ane e 


the hour of death; that moment is not proper to 


fit thee for dying well. Thou oughteſt to think 
ſeriouſly of it when thou art in the Fo health, 
and thy mind undiſturbed; » | 

2569 In bargaining with a an hw room 
for thyſelf to reward him beyond his contract, if 


he deſerve. thy goodneſs : this being voluntary. may | 


work him up to thankfulneſs and duty. 


2570 It is good policy to ſpeak often of, and to 


publiſh the favours thou haſt received from per- 
ſons abſent; for it is to court the like from thoſe 
that are preſent ; and is a ſort of bartering the cre- 
dit of "We one fox the purchaſe of others. 


56. 2571 Be 
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237¹ Be content to hear other men's ſenſe and 
ee of thy matters. If thou art inacceſſible 
thou art incurable, and thou wilt precipitate 
<hyſelf, if Og ves come near thee to hinder 
2572 Iti is a We concernment for 14 Ry 
ing the courſe of thy life, to underſtand the genius 
of the age, and of the people thou liveſt among, 
than to be acquainted with the mind of TOO and 
the judgment of Ari/otle. 

2573 Go, though not gaudy, yer? neat and — 
and ſo order thy outſide and appearance, that the firſt 
impreſſion thou makeſt on people may turn to thy 
advantage, and may diſpoſe them the Ane, to 
reliſh thy ſentiments. | 

2574 Avoid not only . dot all rough- 
neſs. Complaiſance is ſo amiable, that it obliges 
even where it reprehends; and if it ſtrikes, it is but 
with a rod of roſes; where it ſtrikes, it leaves a 
flower inſtead of a wound. 

23575 Do not uſe to make viſits to ſuch as are 

always idle, and have never any thing to do: they 
will repeat one thing a hundred times over. The 
ſubject of their diſcourſe is either trifles or ſcandals. 
All the time thou nn * them ſet down 


for loſs. 
2 57 The 
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- 2576 "The more NEW neglecteſt the bones durs of 


the world, if ſo be thou doſt it not angrily, 


proudly, or ſordidly, the more thou wilt be 


eſteemed: thy good actions will appear the finer, 
and the value men W for them * come from 


the heart. 


„ 4487 Set 1 not vr byte for ler or . 
much leſs for a jeerer and mocker: thou wilt 
thereby be an enemy to thy own reputation and 


quiet, wilt put arms into the hands of thoſe thou 
diverteſt thyſelf with, and oftentimes ſhalt receive 
more blows than thou gi 9 

2578 Set a high e upon 1 repunnibia 
among wiſe and good men. Do nothing unſeemly 
that may ſhame thee. Shun whatever is ſcanda- 
lous, or even but carries the face of evil. He that 
is ſhameleſs is graceleſs. bis cs 

2579 If thou findeſt thou ant not fuffer the 
impertinencies, follies, and ill uſages of the world, 
withdraw from it; but firſt be ſure thou 2 
dear with thyſelf. | 

2580. Endeavour to find out Pk own weak TY 
and where thou canſt make the leaſt refiſtance ; 
"_ demean thyſelf ſo, that others may not find it 


: for a town will be aſſaulted where it is 


. to be weakeſt. 


2581 If 
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2854 If Mou ever ſindeſt what thou ſeckeſt for, 


and retireſt to thy houſe in great quietnoſs, and 
After all this wilt return again to rub with the 
watld, J will „ 1 . 
tar fortune owes thee adptte. Wise <1 
2582 Be not proud of thy perſon. ne 
beauty ds ut clay more refined, and ſet off with a 


better xarnifh; and having all on the outſide, 


lies more open and more obnonious to weather, 
and eee ny ys oy: go. 
misfortunes. 

2583 Thou e ee only ie aki 
4}: reports, but alſo thou oughteſt not to ſuffer 
athers to make them to thee. Phe. maker of them 
is:always looked upon with an evil eye, but the 
receiver of them is as bad as the maker. 


2584 God and Nature have made us no i 


needs than they meant to ſatisfy; and if thou thy- 
ſelf wilt make more, thou may'f look nn 
tion e en where thou canſt get it. 

2585 It were folly and madneſs in this to M 
thy heart upon, and cloſely. join thyſelf to earthly 


things, which thou canſt enjoy but a little while, 


although i home > e e N n 


liking. En 4 "Es L £09 
| | 2386 I 
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Pleaſed with thyſelf, for being of fo peoviſh» u 
diſpoſition. It is obſerved, that paſſionate people 


Are We" beſt IRE le” Rok: Heret 


mralfee. 


2587 he eeelg ey dag & asseibt that 


neither man, nor even God himſelf, could diſeover 
us, yet thou oughteſt to have ſuch a reverence 


for thyſelf, and thy conſcience, as never to 


of an ul thought. 8 Sec 
2388 eee akut, and it be 


a great one, and deſignedly done, if he be not much 


thy betters, it may be convenient to call him to ae- 
count; but let prudence find out an opportunity, 
and then thew thou charges a NONE a chriſtian 
withal. 

2589 Never de too e ſute in 
any buſinefs. Things of this world depend upon 
ſuch a train of chances, that are to us as yet 
in the dark; chat if it were in man's power to ſet 
the tables, yet he could not command his throws, 
and would not be certain of winning the game. 

2590 It is a ſign that thou wanteſt penetration 
and firmneſs of judgment, if thou abandoneſt evi- 
dent truths: for the fake of ſome difficulties, which 
thou canſt not ſolve; though perchance thoſe 

"= | : dif- 
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difficulties and upon no other ground chan the 
common ignorance and ne o 1 
minds. 


10 In 


it will be ſufficient, It is none of the leaſt of God's 
favours, that wealth comes not trolling in upon 
us; for many of us ſhould have been . if our 


eſtates had been better. 


2592 An handſome mein, and Rs conver- 


ſation, and ingenious friendly diſcourſe, will prove 


more advantageous to thee than greater virtues and 
attainments ; for theſe are of daily wits and fuita- 
ble to all capacities. 

2593 A prudent and Abe megce will be 


ſometimes more to thy advantage than the moſt 
witty expreſſion, or even the beſt contrived ſin- 


cerity. A man often repents that he has ſpoken, 
but ſeldom that he has held his tongue. 
+2594 Let thy recreations be neither too effemi- 
nate nor too robuſt : let them be ſuitable to thy 
condition and employment : : let them be not too 
expenſive of money or time; but above all, * 


them not be vain, vicious, or wicked. 


2595 If thou wouldeſt be watchful, and think 


ol death, and prepare for it, thou ſhouldeſt ſeriouſly 


examine 


259 If 1 leave thee a a ml 8 nay 
| father left me, and thou proveſt wiſe and virtuous, 


thyſel! 


took c 
world. 
in it. 


furthe 


nature 


239 
time. 
and hu 


bold 3 
take th 


e 
4 4 = "my 


. 
examine the life thou leadeſt, to ſee irie agree with 
that which thou ane lead, when: how” art at 
the point of death. f | 

2596 Never fear want : do be but do 0 
duty and endeavour, and then thou may'ſt comfort 
thyſelf with this—that the ſame Providence that 
took care of thee before thou waſt born into the 
world, will never be TO to thee now thou art 
in itt by : 
2597 Keep l "debbie: to ehyſelf, Why 
ſhould others know what thou art? or paraphraſe 
upon thy opinion? Herein thou haſt the advantage 
of changing thy mind when thou art miſtaken, 
and yet continue (for ought others baue m the 
ſame mind. | | 

2598 Raillery will. make men deſpiſe hers for 
they will believe that all the ſtrength and quick- 
neſs of thy wit has no further aim, and can go no 
further than a trifling, i OR P 1 ill- 
natured pleaſantry. | 
2599 In reproving, mind "oy perfon and the 
time. If he be above thee, let it be with meeknefs 
and humility : with thy equal thou may ſt be more 
bold; and with thy inferior bolder. Be ſure to 
take the fitteſt ſeaſon; therefore, without great rea- 


"a * * none but when alone. | 
| 2600 Con- 
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| 2600 Conſider well-Grt,. and promiſe nothing 
to thy prejudice: however (unleſs it be in- itſelf 
unlawful) perform what thou promiſeſt. It mat- 


ters not though the obligation be not. ſealed with 
an oath, or ſubſcribed by witneſs; thy conſcience 
25601 Do not make it thy buſineſs or cuſtom, to 


have always too much company with thee : that 
would be to love others too much and thyſelf too 
little. Nor to have none at all; fox chat would be 
to love thyſelf too mu and. e e 
neſs too fa... 
2602 Think with thyſelf, the 4 thou anteres 


upon marriage, and ventureſt for children, thou 
art no more lord of thy goods and eſtate, but 


only a ſteward and keeper of them; and therefore, 
if thou ſquandereſt them away, thou art no leſs 
guilty than he that robbeth wife and children. 
2603 Be not angry with Fortune, if ſhe deny 


thee her rattles and toys, for ſuch, are the beſt af 


her gifts. They are generally tos dear. Let her 
keep her wealth and honour, if thy neceſſary erp, 
quiet, and ſafety, be the price of them. 

2604. Among thy needs, chou art to reckin, 


at only what will juft ſupport life, but alſo what 


WAL maintain Us deceney of 2 perſon, and 
4 _ family; 


family 
ture W. 
no furt 

260 
that is 
directl 


'Þ us Þ 


family; not only in-preſent neceſſaries, but in fu- 


ture wants, and very prokakle Nontngengies,, bur 


no further. 


2605 If thou wouldeſt moderate 2 man's 1 


that is wronged, thou art not to deal with him 


directly to pardon the injury, but rather to delay 

and reſpite revenge. I ime may open 12 eyes, and 

cool his ſpirits, and things may alter. 
2606 Always adapt thy ſpeech to the capacities 


of thoſe thou treateſt with; otherwiſe, though  _ 


thou diſcourſeſt never ſo elaborately, thou wilt 
rather confound than edify or perſuade, and wilt 
appear rather to affect boalting nme 
of knowledge. 


2607 Loſs notch; canning; Ann an 


doſt, twill give an ill ꝓrecedent to the afternoon, 
and make ſuch a hole in the beginning of the day, 
that all the winged hens will Men of flying 
' 2608 Reſiſt a temptation, a anda till thou 
conquereſt. There is no greater triumph than that 
whieh the ſoul feels when it comes off victor, and 
applauds itſelf for the valour and . it Mn 
expreſſed in ĩts conflicts. 
2609 Never think that the things thou wanteſt 
will cure thee of thy diſcontents ; for they will 
enlarge 


IS rt 


4 


6 
e ade a5 ee d eee wider, 
The way to think we have enough, is not to — 
ſire to have too much. 


2610 How great ſoever thy afeQtions be for a 


man, never give him ſuch an advantage over thee 
(by imparting a dangerous ſecret, or any other 
way) as may enable him to miſchief thee, if he 


Thould utter it aj OP or * become my 


: 2611 If death of Friends, 6 or any calamity befal 
thee, know this, that the violence of ſorrow is not 
at the firſt to be ſtriven withal : *tis like a mighty 
wild beaſt, fooner tamed with e than 


overthrown with oppoſing. 


22612 Comfort thyſelf with e -osgx POR re- 
-putation may be ſtolen from thee, or retrenched in 


ſome meaſure, yet moſt commonly it will at Jaft 


return again, as one hair grows again after it is out; 
provided it have but a root, and _ innocence and 
"patience do remain. ; | 


2613 Thou that didſt weep when how wat 


born, whilſt the goſſi ps were rejoicing and merry 


making, endeavour fo to live, that thou may'ſt 
be able to triumph at the time when thy friends 


are lamenting ; I mean at the hour f thy 


death, Fn | | ? W 3 
a 26 14 Watch 


* 


2614 
further 
many h 
pelting 1 
life. y H 
bridle. 
2615 


as is po 


diſpoſeſt 


done ag; 


2616 
good an 
intereſts 


junction 


deareſt 


and pru 


vants. 
2618 
that en 
them al, 
with no 


* 


- 


1 "x 
2614 Watch well thy 8 A man engages 


further in a minute of rage or pleaſure, than in 
many hours of indifference. Sometimes a little 


pelting fret coſts a repentance that laſts as long as 


life. He is a wiſe man has leads es by the 


bridle. 


diſpoſeſt of him into n No Sed will be 


done againſt nature. 
2616 If thou liveſt in a 56 of ace Fg as a 


good and wiſe man ſhould, it will be a mixture of 


intereſts, of bodies, of minds, of friends, i con- 


junction of the whole life; and the nobleſt and 


deareſt of friendſhips in the world. 

2617 Manage thy family with conſtant care 
and prudence: diſobedience comes from a maſter's 
negligence; for he that governs well, ſhall be 
obeyed well; but he that giveth to his ſervants 


too much liberty, thall be ſure to have ill ſer- 


.Vants. 


2618 Patiently ap all the attacks of thoſe 


that envy thee ; thou wilt by that means conquer 
them all.; Thus fire itſelf is put out, when it meets 
with nothing that it can burn, 

| | 2619 Good 


* 


* 


2615 Improve thy ſon's natural a as anni 
as is. poſſible; and ſtudy his genius before thou 
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haſt not a friend by thee on whom theu canſt 
ſafely rely: they are no blabs to reveal thy ſecrets: 
they will teach thee wifdom:" they will neyer 4 
front thee. 

2620 If thou wat the weak F leave 8 
follow new faſhions, and doſt laviſh thy ſubſtance 
to maintain-bravery, thou art to be eſteemed the 
mercerꝰs friend, the Ges fool, ane my own 
foe, 

2621 ebener thy er will be more 
glorious for thee to triumph over thy own heart, 
than it would be to take a citadel; provided thou 
art obliged for that conqueſt only to virtue, and 
not to chance, and the . e f of e eon- 


ttary paſſion. 
2622 Fo prevent anger; be not too inquiſitive 


into the affairs of other men; or what people ſay 
of thee; or into the miſtakes of thy friends; for 


this were a going out to gather ſticks to kindle A 
fire, to burn thy own houſe. 8 


2623 Now thou art young, and comeſt upon | 


the ſtage of the world, thou oughteft to be either 
very modeſt, or very briſt; for a fobex, grave, and 


com- | 


2610 Good books are advent: | 
thou may ſt entertain thyſelf with them, hen thou 


and hez 


itſelf c 
bed, 1 


God: 


thy lit 
free fr 


promi 


8 


1 7 1 


competal wnper bu acyouth. commonly turns: to 

affectation and imperrtinenee, or into dulneſs. 
2624 'Fhou- wilt malte thy Hfe fhort, if thou 

letteſt luſt and rage run away with all the vigorous 


and healthy part of it, and pride and anĩmoſity 


ſteal the manly portion, and g * Loves 


_ touſheſs;peſſeſ=thy old age. 
2625 If theu art a uus and FEY Oe and 
haſta healthy body and a moderate fortune, thou 


Haſt all the real benefits of nature, and the bleſſings 


of plenty, that the higheſt and richeſt grandee can 


pretend to; nay, I had -almoſt ſaid, Providence 
itſelf can provide no better for thee. - | 


bed, 1 adviſe the to abſtain from making vows to 


God: it is enough, if thou fully reſolveſt to amend 


thy life, When thou ſhalt: be in good health; and 
free from fear and trouble. hems wot ome wes 
promiſes are an offence to Gd. 

- 2627+ Since in ſome degree thou muſt either 


hope or fear, thou ſhouldeſt turm thy thoughts to 


ſomè deſign, or eourſe of life, that will entertain 
them with hope; if that cannot be, the next is, 


to ſeek diverſion: from Wee * f e buſineſs, 
or labour. FS 


1 2628 It 


2626 When thou art at any time ub 
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25628 lt is not to inſult and domineer over in- 


feriors, to look diſdainfully, and revile imperiouſly, 
that will procure thee an eſteem from any one; it 


will indeed make them keep their diſtance ſuffi- 
ciently ;. but-it will be diſtance en renerence, 
and it will make them hate thee. 

2629 Diſcreet patience will give ee Sent ad- 


vantages; for whereas haſtineſs would make thee 


diſcover thy deſigns, and thereby warn thy enemies 
to arm themſelves before thou ftrikeſt.; privacy 
and right timing of it would give thee an oppor- 
tunity of making the firſt . png! in what bart 


thou wouldeſt. 


2630 If — N chyſelf ihe an uneven 


and captious converſation towards. others, thou art 


a tell-tale of thy own unpeaceable and miſerably 
unquiet mind, He that falls out with "yy 80 


muſt firſt fall out with himſelf. 


2631 If thou ſpareſt in every thing, thou art an 
inexcuſeable niggard ; if in nothing, as inexcuſe- 


able a prodigal.. A mean is to ſpare in what is leaſt 


meceſlary, and lay out more liberally in what wa 
moſt required, in thy circumſtances. F 

2632 Believe me, no reſpect is laſting and t true, 
but that which is produced by thy being uſeful to 


thoſe that pay it; where that faileth, the homage 
and 


I 121 1 


and the reverence go away with it; and fly to | 


others, where as n be 2 in ex- 
change for the. 
2633 An 3 to W is aka and a 


contempt of what is ridiculous, are the inſepara- 
ble companions of underftandiag and virtue; 
burt have thou à care of letting them go further 
than thy own W oe? that my have much 


danger in it. 
2634 If thou doſt not . turn they eyes 
inwards, to ſee what is amiſs in thee, it is a ſign 


thou haſt an unwelcome proſpect there, whick - 


thou careſt not to look on; and rather ſeekeſt thy 
conſolations i in the faults of op thou converſeſt 
with. 


2635 If thou carrieſt i it 1 erery one will 
be more inquiſitive. after thy blemiſhes than thy 


beauties, and will be glad to ſtop thy career; 


whereas, if thou art an humble ſoul, thou wilt 


paſs the ſtricteſt guards, and with more * 
without ſcorn and ſearching. 


2636 A little heap, if thou haſt bai 0 tem- 
perance, humility, and induſtry for thy ſtewards, 


is a plentiful. eſtate; but wherever waſtefulneſs, 
luxury, wanton fancy, and negligence, rule and 


enn. plenty itſelf is mere poverty. 
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| 2647 If thou confidereſt, and comeſt io my 
lution, chou art like the man that ploughs his 


ground, but ſows nothing upon it. And if thou 


reſolveſt, but exeeuteſt not, thou art yet more ſot- 

-tiſtr; for thou art at all the coſt, and takeſF all the 

pains, but reapeſt no fruit of thy labour. 
2638 "Complain not of the ſhortneſs 6f thy 


life; if thou wilt allow to the practice of wiſdom 


thoſe great ſhares of time, which men commonly 
ſpend in vice, impertinence, und tne, the my 
of thy life will amount to a great ſum. 
2639 Up, and be doing; thou knoweſt not thy 
On abilities and power. It is a vaſt deal of work 
thou may'ſt do, if thou never art idle; and 'tis a 


great way thou mayeſt 80 in virtue, if thou never 
gveſt out of thy way. | | 


2640 If thou canſt govern chyſelf i in Sami, 
thou wilt hardly be moved to paſſion in more 


ferious and dere occaſions; ' for that Wich 


 vexeth; is the miſs of expectation: and play is 
nothing but a frequent expectation of hazard, and 
thoſe that uſe it have sn curſed aflaults 
by it. 0 

2641 If thou pralſeſt thyſelf, tou deſireſt con- 
"ſent, and ſeekeſt after others“ 'apptobation. If 
thou blameſt thyſelf, thou ſeekeſt for 6ppoſition, 


: | and 


Mor 


WIT yas we . 1 


e e 
EFF 


1 23 J 


and deſireſt thou rray'ſt de eontradisted: now this 
r N is not * better chan the pm 


2648 Thou art not the firſt: ists me hun | 
been perſecuted ; and if thou canſt not beat de- 
traction and flander, thou art more delicate and 
dainty than ptinces and heroes, who forbore not 
doing well, m — "_— 
evil ſpoken of. 

2643 Generally it is beſt in company HE idk 
rather attend to others; than be an eloquent mer- 
chant of thy own- coniceits; for men that are ex- 


pert and practiſed will be likely, out of ünguarded 


words to pick ſuch eon ſequences, as „ may 
not be greatly to thy advantage. 

2644 Receive not too many ſuch benefits as 
thou canſt not eaſily recompence: they are as 
dangerous as injuries; for when à man eannot 
make out his thankfulnefs, he will judge his bene- 


factor takes him for ungrateful; ſo firſt he 


groweth uneaſy at e and by degrees turns his 
enemy. 

2645 Have a See ü being preſumptuouſly- ſelf. 
ſufficient. Many men of large abilities, relying 
wholly upon their own wit, and neglecting advice 
and ordinary means; fuffer others leſs able, but 
more active and induſtrious; to go beyond them. 

.G2 2646 Be 


2646 Be not anxiouſly careful for the future. 


When thou art dead, thou wilt be no more con- 
cerned in that thou ſhalt leave behind thee, than 
thou waſt in that which was before thou waſt 
2647 Every man thinks he deſerves better than 
indeed he doth ; therefore thou canſt not oblige 
mankind more than by ſpeaking well where thou 
canſt, Man is the . flarteret of | himſelf in 
the world. | 
20648 If fate be certain, it can eee 
to know it, becauſe thou canſt not prevent it: if it 
be uncertain, thou ſearcheſt in vain to find out 
that which perhaps may not be: ſo either way 
thou hazardeſt for unhappineſs. e 
2649 Small faults become great tranſureſ- 
ſions, by delight and frequent repetition ; and 
thou muſt exerciſe the greater deligence, to diſcover 
and avoid them: and if thou hadſt them not at 
firſt, they will pals, ere Fw; art aware, into a 
1 
2650 1f thou would'ft plot a common repu- 
tation among the people, be careful of thy talk; 
for there is nothing by which men judge ſo much 
of each other's prudence, as by their diſcourſe ; 
and *tis hard to perſuade that that man can act 
wiſely, who talks fooliſhly. 


* 
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2651 If chou ſhouldeſt . ever attain to wealth, | 
thank God for it, and not thyſelf. That luck, and 


à⁊ train of happy chances, has a greater ſhare in 


making a man rich, than ingenuity and diligence, 
ſeems to be acknowledged by the world, ſince 
a man's eſtate is called his DOR. not his 
merit, & | | 

2652 Let every diſtreſs e thy mind to ay 
to thy Redeemer, and then afflictions will appear 
like that rain which fell on the ark, the more it 
poured down, the more it lifted up the ark, and A 
ſaved it from the fury of the waters. r 
2653 Thou canſt not be a right man Sabie 
. converſation ; for he that uſeth not company hath 
no experience; he that hath no experience hath 
no judgment; and he that n no enen is no 
better than a beaſt. 
2654 Seeing in converſation we 3 
treat of divers things, leaping from one matter 
into another, there is nothing doth thee more 
honour, or maketh thee better liked of in good 
company, than to be ready at all 11 10 and have 
a mouth for every matter. 

2655 If thou art wiſely liberal, thou wilt * 
how to give, without loſing what thou giveſt; and 
to accompany thy preſent with ſuch judgment, 


that nothing ſhall ſeem litele. Raregels is ſome- 
times more conſiderable and acceptable than mag - 
2656 In matters of ſmall moment thou needeſt 
not take pains in ſearching, ſtudying, and ſettling 
thy judgment: in ſuch caſes, it is eaſier, and well 
enough, to run into the common opinion, without 
examining whether it be ſtrictly true or no. 
2657 If thou art innocent, thou ſhouldeſt be no 


more affected when thou art called guilty, than 


thou ſhouldeſt be, if they call wee eke when Aan 
art well. 
2658 Thou art born far buſineſs as well as ſo- 


ciety : though convetſation is a great pleaſure and 


ſolace to human nature; yet a life partly of that, 
and partly. of action, and partly of leiſurp and re- 


tiredneſs, is moſt ſuitable to the affairs and intereſt 


- 2659 Thou may'ſt find as much eaſe, and a great 
deal more generous contentment, if thou tieſt up 
hy inclinations to ſomething of a ſevere diſcretion, 


than in permitting them to wanton in all the 


G e of their little freedoms. 
2660. Think well before- hand; and he aſſured, 
that it is not the qutward rite only, performed by 


the miniſter, that. conſtitutes a ſpouſal harmony 


fog 


e 
for if both hearts are not linked d hands be 
joined, the houſe- muſic is very * 0 ens | 
daily, diſcards... 

. 2661, If thou exaſperatak thy pains. by. impa- 


tience, and oppreſſeſt and wearieſt out. nature by 


efieminate complaints, thou wilt heighten it up to 
the degree of intolerable ; whereas conſtancy and 
cuſtom of ſuffering would alleviate, mitigate, and 
nta . 

2662 When thou: art N a 
careleſely, thou wilt be in danger of laying thyſelf 
gen, and diſcavering thoſe paſſions, failings, and 
faults, which thou wouldeſt be careful to conceal, 
if a ſtranger, or a grave man were with thee, to 
ws his.remarks and obſervations. 

2603 If thau art in ſuch a condition, as doth 

—_ thee above contempt and below enyy, and 
wanteſt not health, thou canſt not, by any enlarge- 
ment of fortune, be. made really more rich, - or 
more happy than thou art. 

- 2664 If thou canſt be denen without, more 
pains than the thing is worth, then uſe thy fa- 
culty, provided thaqu valueſt thyſelf- upon the 
matter more than upon the words, and applieft 
thyſelf. rather to the „n than to the 
fangy. 

G4 2665 No- 
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decent, than an equability in thy whole life, and 
every particular action of it; which thou canſt 
not poſſibly obſerve and keep, if, ee other 
_— natures, thou layeſt aſide thy own. | 
2666 Thou dieft thinking thou art not to die 
yet, and forgetting that death grows upon thee, 
and goes along with thee from one end of thy life 
to the other, without diſtinguiſhing of perſons or 
ages, ſex or quality, and whether it finds thee well 
or ill doing. As the tree falls ſo it lies. 
2667 Amuſe not thy thoughts about the gene- 
ral concern, and about univerfal cauſes and con- 
ducts, which will very well carry themſelves with- 
out thy care; but think of thyſelf, and mind thy 


proper concerns, and thy own ca; 94; propa is 


nearer to thee than any one whatſoever. 

2668 If in youth, and ripe age, thou haſt deen 
diligent, and painful, there will not be much left 
to be done when thou art old. If there be then 
much behind, thou art to blame the former 6-248 


of thy life, not old age. 


(who are ready to flatter and humour thee) may 
be more pleaſing and delightful to thee; but to be 


2669 To converſe with thy inforiors and ke 
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inſtruct thee) is much more ſafe and profitable. 
© 2670 It is good, that thy face give thy tongue 
leave to ſpeak ; for the diſcovery of a man's ſelf, 


by the tracts of his countenance, is a great weak 


neſs and betraying; and that ſo, much the more, 


by how much it is many times more marked and 
believed, than a man's words. 
2671 Since nothing is more certain than death, 


nor more uncertain than the time of dying, it will. 
be the firſt and chiefeſt part of wiſdom in thee, to 


be always preparing far that which muſt certainly 
come, and which may happen to thee. any hour of 
thy life. Thou ſhalt not haſten thy death ** being 
Rill ready, but ſweeten it. 


2672 Do not think it anchanonet.t to be taken | 
notice of for one that talks moſt in company, but, 


on the contrary, take pleaſure in not ſpeaking, but 


'when thou oughteſt : every one preſent has an equal 


right of talking; thou may'ſt therefore ſpeak to 


make convesſation, but muſt not n to take 


from others the ſame liberty. 


2673 If all ſhould be ſpoken. againſt thee that 


could be malicioudly invented, what would it hurt 
thee if thou ſufferedſt it to paſs, and madeſt no 
more account of it than of a mote in the ſun ? 


* 


Could 


a> 2 
Could in Ude Words ane as one * 


from thy head? 


2074 Allow thyſclf due time for the doing of 
any tung. We examine not how long any one 


bas been a. doing of a work, but whether it be well 


done, that only makes it valuable. Faſt and low | 


ate accidents, which are unknown and forgotten, 


whereas will is permanent. | 
2675 To cotnmit: a folly males not a fool, but 


not to know how to hide it. If one ought to hide 


His:paſſions, much more he ought his faults. How 
Freat ſoever thy friendſhip be, never truſt thy 


friend with thy failings; nay hide them-even from 


thyſelf, if it be poſſible. |, 
2676 Study conſiſts not in reading of books. 


All that is uſeful to be known has not yet been 
written. Thou ſhould'ſt aceount reflection and 
converſation to be the main part of thy ſtudy. 
2677 Be not aſhamed of any bodily blemiſh. If 
any thing be amiſs which thou haft made, or canſt 


mend thyſelf, thou may*ſt bluſh at it; but what 


Nature hath put upon thee, let her be, aſhamed 
for thee, thou haſt nothing to do with it. 


2678 Reſtrain thyſelf from being too fiery and 


Aaming in matter of argument. Truth often ſuf · 
fers more from the heat of its defenders, than from 
| | the 


2 
— 
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ple 


per 
tak 


„ 
the arguments of. its oppgſers: 


offer it. 
2679 There 1 ith wakes, nods 
and amongſt them thou wouldeſt be a very great 


one, if being at reft in thy own houſe, thou ſnouldeſt 
eek 8){ewhere for trouble, torments, and perplexi- 


ties, which offices and dignities will any 
| bring home to them. 
2680 If thou art one of an innocent life, thou 


Malt have peace, though perhaps thou may ſt make 


NO great noiſe in the world ; yet thy undiſturbed 
pleaſures will yield thee the higheſt contentment; 
and thy delights vill. be ſuch as it is bard for great 


perſons, and thoſe that are much i in the world, to 


take any therein. 


engage men to virtue by it, thou art indeed the 
magnificent perſon, thou outvieſt the moſt profuſe 
donations; of the greateſt potentates. They can 


give but ſome little parcels of n. but thou Sek 


heaven. | 

2682 Thou e not to be os the brute) 
without affection ; nor as 3 are, without rea- 
ſon : but thou oughteſt to be ſo ſenſible; as ſtill 


to nu to Oppoſe reaſon to grisfs, and. all 5 


G 6 | the 


reaſgp. mor right than the erde of ho tha 


2681 If thou diſpenſeſt thy bounty, As a8 to 
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the other paſſions. Want of ſenſe and reſentment 


ot 

is not to be called equality of mind, but ſtupidity. ye 

„ 2683 Have a care of him that is flow to anger; ar 

| |for like as green wood, which is long in kindling, my 
[> * continueth hot longer than the dry, if it have be 
i once taken fire; fo that man, who is not eafily * 
2 moved, — WIE; than he that is ye! 
| quickly /provoked. _ an 
| 2684 If thou deſireſt true and eee e 3 reſ 
| thou wilt not much care for what paſſeth away +0 
8 with time. Thou wilt enjoy great tranquillity ing 
3 and peace of mind, et ee en | tha 
[ 8 nor diſpraiſes of men. = 
| - 2685 Be not preſumptuous nor over intent - 
| of thy own ſtrength. How eanſt thou be ſure to- to x 
4 continue always upright and firm in the ſame ſtate EE RR. 
; of virtue, when'the angels in heaven ' have fallen, den 
| and alſo the firſt man in paradiſe ?: FF | [_ gre: 
8 - -2686 The ſureſt and moſt certain way to gain toil 
| quiet and ſatisfaction in the world is, to get into ſery 
ſome ſettled and honeſt employment ſuitable to thy ſtſtate 
3 ſtation, quality, and inclination, and that accom- 5 
| panied with an HER reputation and a _ reſt: 
conſcience. -/ | | tang 

2687 Be aſſured of it, that Ade een hed = irreg 


* ill of others to * will ſpeak 11} of thee to 
others; 
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others; and though they ought to be treated as ſpies, 
yet moſt an end they are in great nn OP 
are ever extremely officious, © - =—_ 
2688 For the reftraining of anger, it is the 
dee 6s win time, and to make thyſelf be- 
lieve, that the opportunity of thy revenge is not 
yet come, but that thou foreſeeſt a time for it, 
and ſo to ſtill ee in 1 the mean time, and 
reſpite it. f 
2689 The firſt ſtep to . eee 
ing of the mind is, to be aware and perceive at firſt, 
that thou art falling into paſſion: by this means 
thou wilt enter the liſts with a full power over 
thyſelf, and may'ſt examine how far it is neceflary 
to give way to thy reſentment. > 
- 2690 1 adviſe'thee to ſettle thyſelf (if Provi- 
dence permit) in a middle ſtation of life; for 
_ greatneſs and power is but a piece of empty and 
toilſome pageantry, and often the ſubject of mi- 
ſery, and diſmal tragedies, not incident to a lower 
ſtate. Kd | 155 | | ; 
2691 Watch thy natural affections, and lay a 
reſtraint upon them; for otherwiſe they may en- 
tangle and enflaye thee; as well as unlawful and 
irregular ones, Religion indeed makes them the 
„ ſeeds 
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ſeeds of xirtue, hut without it, hey ol hetray 


thee into ſin and folly. 

22092 In valuing — kindpeſſes 2nd 

favours, thou art not to reward their work but 

their love; and art not to conſider what the actual 

ſex vice was, whether ſmall or great, but what the 

3 4nd arion u. that n ile kr 
S. 


. igno- 
zance,brings not an excuſe With it; for if the 


ignorance of thy duty proceeds from a neglect of 
attendange upon, and improving of the means to 
Know it, it will be ſo far from excuſing thy A0. 
chat it will be. a. great aggravation of it. 

2694 Thou doſt hut hinder thy march hy lading 
thyſelf with thick clay; it is very cumberſome in 
thy journey, and will be of no uſe at thy 


_ Journey's, end. Why then ſhouldeſt thou put 


thyſelf to ſg much uneaſineſs for chat which, nei- 
ther is, noi can he of any uſe. to thee? | 


2695 Thou ſhouldeſt fix and fore-arm thy 


mind with this ſettled perſuaſion, that during that 
commotion of thy blood and ſpirits (in which paſ- 


hon conſiſts) whatſoever. is offered to thy magina- 


tion in ;faygur of it, tends, 1 to deceiue thy 


reaſon. 
2696 Reſiſt 
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2696 Neſiſt a temptation immediately, and 
with all thy power; and aſſure thyſelf, the fame 
meaſure of ſhame and ſorrow thou ſhouldeſt have 
had, after ſubmitting to it, the ſame meaſure of 
comfort 23 ſhalt thou wy OY 
it off. 

2697 sees hy- it ſuffices that chou 
haſt a tranſcendant ſoul, which indifferently con- 
templates good and bad fortune, which efteems 
only that which ĩs to-laſt eternally, which does its 


utmoſt to become like God, and therein finds its 


repoſe, joy, and happineſs. 


2698 Let men think and ſay what they will of 
thee. Thou art happy if thy conſcience doth not 


accuſe thee before God. Men's opinions and their 
judgments are falſe, and inconſtant, and vain, and 
can make thee neither better nor worſe. 

2699 If thou either loveſt that which is not 
good, or overloveſt that which is ſo; deſixeſt 
without reaſon or bounds ; hopeſt without ground, 
and heareſt as vainly as thou hopeſt ; it cannot be, 
but that; thou muſt live in perpetual diſquiets. 


2700 The compoſedneſs, or the diſorder of thy 
humour, does not depend ſo much upon the great 


and moſt conſiderable accidents of life, which hap- 
pen but now and. * as upon the ſuitable and 
unſuit- 
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unſuitable management of little me that befal 


oy every day. 


2701 This world at beſt i is but 2 very indiffe- 
rent place, and he is the wiſeſt man that bears him- 


ſelf towards it with the moſt indifferent affection. 


The temper thou ſhouldeſt aim at is, to be always 
willing to leave it, and yet be patient to * in it 
. ee pleaſes. | 


2702 It behoveth thee to be a chriſtian, not 15 | 


by cuſtom but by choice, and then thou ſhalt live 
according to thy religion. If thou takeſt up a reli- 
gion for any other reaſon than to obey and practiſe 
it, thou doſt not chooſe a religion, but only coun- 


terfeiteſt the choice of it. 
2703 Believe me, it is impolüble for thee ever 


to find pleaſure, ſatisfaction, or quiet of mind, 
either in life, or at the hour of death, but in having 
thy conſcience telling thee, thou haſt lived accord- 
ing to the dictates of right reaſon. 


2704 Believe not in thy enemy's pretence af re- - 


conciliation and kindneſs, till thou haſt ſome ſolid 
ground for faith and credulity to ſtand upon. If 
thou takeſt thy enemy's firſt word, thou wilt ſoon. 
be decoyed into his net. 


2705 When thou makeſt confeſſion to Cad, 


thou ſhouldeſt ( beſides contrition, and a reſolution 


" 


. 
in general to ſin no more) deſign the extirpation 
of ſome one particular fin, to avoid and prevent 
the occahons of that one in, which ; is moſt dan- 
ae 2: and importunate. 8 
2706 Take thy advantage of time, g and 


places; when thou haſt an advantageous opportu- 
nity, ſeize it preſently. If thou letteft the fiſh 


eſcape into the water, thou mißt Taft” — 85 net | 


often, yet never catch it any more. 
270% Do not magnify and applaud thy friend 


too much; it will raif 
moreover, may make him ps dud and arrogant. One 
fowable) play a cun- 


might (though it is ſcarce 2? 
ning part thus, to blow up an enemy. 
2708 Thou wilt many times be forced Wie 


laws of hoſpitality to endure the hearing of good 


men calumniated; but thou may'ſt bear it the 
eaſier, becauſe it is only ill men that do it, and 
ſo thou needeft not let it make wow ere on 
3 


2709 God in mercy ad Abel governs the 


world, and it is one of his glories that he brings 
good out of evil; and therefore it is but reaſon 
that thou ſhouldeſt truſt him to govern his own 


world; and that thou ſhouldeſt patiently wait 
till the change cometh, or till 5 —_ _ She's 


covered. 


3710 Though. 


> envy and enemies, and 
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2710 Though a man may pleaſe ther, thou art 
not therefore preſently to take him in for an. inti- 
mate friend. The pleaſantneſs of his humour and 
ways are no proof of his capacity and fidelity... 97 
2711 Pray often, and thou ſhalt pray Gebr. 
When thou art accuſtomed to a frequent deyotion, 


it vill ſo inſenſihly unite thy nature and affections, 
that it will become. troubleſome, to r wy. uſual 


and appointed Prayers... 


2712 Do not acguſe others to. pry thyſelf | 


(where it can well be avoided), for that is neither 
generous not juſt ; but let fincerity and ingenuity 
be thy refuge, rather than craft and falſhogd. 


neither -uſes nor wants it. | 


2713 Our fortunes. and qurſelves-are io Scr 


 linked,. that it is; exceeding difficult to .knoys 


Which of them cauſeth love ang reſpect to us whilſt 
they hold together; hut when they rife and break, 


thou wilt evidently ſee (though Ie too late) 


which was aimed-at, - _. 

2744 Think, ang. think affen of ity that thay 
ſhalt. end in death. The eagle ball talk of thee 
2 while gagd ar bag, according as thou deſerveſts 
gr even as they pleaſe. One gay it ſhall come to 


Paß, that it ſhall be told of thee in the agighbous: 


N he is dead. 
2715 If 
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2715 If thou liveſt only to gratify thy ſenſitive 
appetite, thou art not a man, but a beaſt: but if 
thou preferreſt thy nobleſt reaſon before thy ſenſes, 
thou art a man that deſerveſt hanour. | 

2716 Judge not of men's managements: at firſt 
ſight. There are a world of procgedings that 
appear odd, and even ridiculgus,, which are yet 
ne upon, ſecret, reaſons, that are very ſolid 

and ſubſtantial, when. they came- to be. rightly 
known. | 

2717 There is a particular.3 way of hearkening 
to one's ſelf, which thou mult avoid, as being very 
unpleaſing in converſation : for it is as ridiculous 
to hear one's {elf in company, as it is to talk Wen 
a man is by himſelf, | 
| 2718 In times of great joy ox grief, rn a very 

great guard upon thyſelf; for thou wilt then be in 
danger of ſpeaking or acting ſomething indecently 
or imprudently, of which thou may arne, 
be aſhamed, and ſorry for. 

2719 Thou wilt not find it vealy a matter to 
pleaſe people as thou may'ſt imagine. To.campaſs 
it well, there muſt be an intermixture of dexterity 
and good fortune, eſpecially where thou ald ] 
not "Wai it by t., : 

2740 If 
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Wi. 2720 If thou knoweſt that God is angry with * 
_ thee, thou muſt look for vengeance every hour, and Ka 
. therefore” it behoves thee to make it thy principal 14 
=o care and endeavour to avoid it, by a 0 25 the | * 
1 . tance and amendment of life. ſpe! 
| F = 2721 When thou ſeeſt one moved by a paffion, 1 - 
738 let him alone, right or wrong; he may poſſibly do thy 
1 the lame for thee: The ſtorm is begot only by a © |  "® 
1} 3 concurrence of angers, which eaſily kindle one ks 4 
ih another. Let every one have his on Way, fo ſhalt . 
Wl | eee eee DENT. bo; 
| | | | | 2722 That thou may'ft habituate thy Rl to 2 
Wt meditate in ſome method, and to ſome end, and * 
1 | to keep it from lofing ieſelf in roving at random; thy 
1838 it is but to give it a body, and book all the little . 
1 thoughts that preſent themſelves to the. 2.9 
1 1 2723 It behoves thee to ſee and ſtudy thy vices, | Fave, 
| | | - that thou may'ſt correct them: if thou concealeſt oY 
138) . them from others, commonly thou wilt conceal 2 
"TY them from thyſeif, and wilt think theſe fins are ny 
| [| never cloſe enough, if they be not ee, marge and 5 27 
1 hid from thy conſcienee. _ 
Wl || 2724 T would have thee be ſenſible of, and feel will 
] 8 thy contentment and proſperity ; not as one that 285 
1 | F ._ perceives it ſlide and paſs by,. but as a man that to he 
| } | ſudies and ruminates upon it, to the end that thou 
| | may ' ſt 
* 
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may'ſt ESR: condign thanks to him that grants 


it to thee. 


2725 Either the ng thou Creamed for is to 


be remedied, or it is not; if it be, why doſt thou 


ſpend the time in mourning which ſhould be uſed 
in applying of remedies? but if it be not, then is 
thy ſorrow vain and ſuperfluous, as n to no 


real effect. 


2726 God is as exactly 3 of every one of 
us, and all our concerns, as if he had nothing elſe 
to look after; therefore rely upon him. Thou 


wilt never have quiet in this world, if thou 
buſieſt thyſelf about God's work, and neglecteſt 
thy own. 

2727 Thou haft ; in thy own life ſins enough, | 
in thy own mind trouble enough, in thy-own for- 


tune evils enough, in the performance of thy offices 
failings more than enough, to entertain thy own 


enquiry, without being curious after the affairs of 


other men. 

2728 A little vein of folly or whim may be plea - 
ſant and not amiſs in thy converſation; becauſe it 
will give thee a liberty of ſaying things, that grave 


men, though they: will not ſay, yet may be willing 


to hear. 
2729 Shew 
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3729 Shes not horiour, and reſpect, td: com- 
5 plaiſance to every one alike; nothing is ſo nau. 


| Teous as undiftinguithed civility ; tis like 4 whore, "7 
or a hoſtefs, that looks kindly upon every "wy 4 


that comes to be made à prey f. gr 
| 2730 Ptaiſe ought to be confidered as the a6 the 
of 4 good action, and follows it, and does not go A. 
before it: ſo that if thou doeſt a good action, that 0 { 
thou may ſt be praifed for it, thou reverſeſt the G 
order of things, and putteſt that before which i 65h 
mould come behind. ö fie 
2731 One great uſe of 4 friend * to Aifbur- tho! 
then one's ff into. Too much ſecrefy and con- thb 
cealment ey cauſe the wound of a 'terrified 25 
conſcience to bleed inwardly, rankle, feſter, and 1 
grow deſperate, whereas leaſonable r of ie be a 
| might have cleared and cared it. 5 then 
2732 Thou knoweſt not thy own ſtrengtli for tions 
want of trying it; and upon that account thinkeſt Amit. 
thyſelf really unable to do many things which ex- | 27 
perience would convince thee, thou haft more done 
ability to effect, than thou haſt will to atte empt. i they 6 
2733 The meaſures that God marks out to thy chou 
charity are theſe thy ſupetfluities' mult give place vatice 
to thy neighbour's great inconvenience ; thy con- 4. 


venience muſt yield to thy neighbour” s neceſſity; 
| and 


1 3 1 
And laftly, thy very nec 6ceſfitles muff yield to thy 
Heighboiir's &tttemity. FIDE SHED ore QAO NT ADR © 
2734 Never enter into à league of ffiendſhip 
with one whom thou haſt known to be an un- 
gratefül perfon to others; préfume "Hot to chin 
thou thalt be able to alter or mefiorate fim by ay 
acts of kifidneſs, though never 0 frequent, never 
⁰ obliging. 155 
2735 As thou Mult at open thy ear 1 
to every ill report, and bad character of others, 
whom "thou *kfoweſt - not; ſo neither fhouldeſt 
thou be doc free 6f thy tongue, in cenfuring thoſe 


thou att not perfectly acquainted With. 


2736 Potir not out viſhly upon thy friend 


many gifts or Kindneſſes of any fort at once ; but 


be a good huſband, and drop him ever now and 


tien one; ſo alt thou, by tying on freſh obliga- 


tions, frequently renew and confirm the ner of 
amiſty. 

2737 Great men will forget thee after thou haſt 
done them ſervice; and when they have got what 
they wanted, they will rather hate thee, for ſaying 
thou boca been! a means of Their" purpoſe, or ad- 

2738 Do hot praiſe thyſelf, except thou a be 
counted a vain-glorious fool, fieither take delight 


in 
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4 power and opportunity to thy will. 


1 4 


in the praiſes others. give thee, unleſs. a: * 


ſerveſt them ; and receive them only from ſuch as 


are worthy and en. and withal warn thee of 
thy faults. . At. 


- 


2739 Thou 8 live, yery — 3 


though thou ſeeſt things go not as thou wiſheſt, if 
ſo be thou art but willing to let them take their 
courſe, and haſt no deſire but this, that all may be, 
though thou knoweſt not . to the er of 
God, and the general good. A. 
2740 To keep company wh men of many | 
different qualities and attainments, thou muſt alſo 


have Tome for thy ſhare, that thou may'ſt beable to 


\ 


ſay ſomething in tby turn, and not be always a 


bare hearer of other people's diſcourſes, 


2741 Whenever thou, art tempted to the com- 


miſſion of any thing that is ill, think with thyſelf, 
that wickedneſs, will moſt. aſſuredly have quite 
another aſpect when it ſtands in the ſhadow of 
death, chan it has in the n beams of health 
and vigour. | 
- 2742 Shew not thy telt ;ouful - pleaſed at the 
_ misfortunes of any man, though thou hateſt him ; 


it argues a miſchievous mind, and that thou hadſt 
a deſire to have done it thyſelf, if thou hadſt had 


2743 Be 


8. 


Be 
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2743 Be not like thoſe vulgar ſpirits, who inte- 
reſt themſelves in all the quarrels of ſtates and 


princes ; and will always be parties, on purpoſe 


to put themſelves in choler, and be miſerable in 
the misfortunes of others. 


i — 50 


985 chan a great man. As faſt as great men purſue 
promotion and riches, ſo faſt alſo do danger, envy, 


and death purſue them; and not one amongſt 


numbers, but is overtaken before he axriveth at 


his aim. 
2745 Thy life we 7 but A mort 


- courſe, and the courſe of a general knowledge 
being too long for it, thou art to endeavour for 


n 
12 
. 


that knowledge chiefly, which moſt concerns thee ; 


_. otherwiſe thou may ſt die at laſt a good es 


and an evil man. 


2746. Take heed of thoſe men that are e eiten, | 


reſerved, and not ſoon moved: as for: thoſe paſ- 


ſionate perſons who carry their heat in their mouth, 


they are rather to be pitied than feared; their 


threatnings ſerving to no other purpoſe than to 


fore- arm him that i is threatened. 


4 
LES 


2747 Be not preſently angry with a man * 
breach of promiſe, but conſider reaſon; for there 
happen a thouſand * which may hinder 

You, II. 8 H a man 


. 0m ee AGIs 
696i 2 — 


— j—ͤ4ä— 


* e 
— 5 Im * — 


* 


1 — 


3. 
"ou 1 


„ 6 
_— 


— 
— —— we 


——— aW — — 4 — 2 


I 246 J 

A man from keeping his word: and every thing 
© that is promiſed and not done, is not therefore a 
violation of faith, or breach of promiſe. 


4748 Suffer not thyſelf to be impoſed upon by 
the great appearances men may make; for obſer- 


vation will often tell thee, that thoſe who pretend to 
to more than others, are moſtly more ignorant 
than thoſe that pretend to know nothing. 

2749 One month in the ſchool of aMifion 
will teach thee more than tlie great precepts of 


Ariftatle in ſeven years; for thou canſt never 


"judge rightly of human affairs, unlefs then haſt 
"firſt . the deceits of 


Fortune. 


2750 Be not bam to bluſh at vice; it lets 
__ the world know, that the heart within hath an in- 


clination to virtue. Tis believed, chat many had 


deen dad that are not, if they had not been bridled 


2 * a balhfal nature. 
2751 Be not ridiculous and AeſRSis - to the 
'evinpany, like thoſe who wilt preamble a tale im- 


pertinently, and cannot be delivered of a jeſt, till 


they have travelled an hour in trivials; and ſo 
ſpoil a good diſh with improper ſauce, and diſa- 
greeable ue: meats. | 


2752 If 


| caſteſt thy eyes upon a good man, thou wilt deſire 


J +47 1] 


2752 If thou tranſlateſt any thing, affect not 
a verbal meety; beeauſe the ſpitit of two lan- 
guages is commonly loſt by it ; and methiinks, it 
reſembles Arras hangings turned the Wrong fide 
"outwardaall the beg miſhipen attd de- 
formed. | 5 

2753 Thou mayꝰſt make thyſelf more earned 
by reading, but wiſer" only by regulating thy ac- 


tions. Spend not all thy vigdur in diſcipline, in 


the dreſſing room of thy ſoul; I would have dee 
come out, and live as well as think. 
2754 If thou art à Wiſe man, een ug . 


to imitate his viftues; but whenever thou fixeſt 
thy fight upon a man given up to his vices; thou 


wilt miſtruſt 0 and an Am not I 


like that man? 


2755 Stand up Rrongly in thyſelf, and act * 
thy own principles. Great ſpirits and valuable 


men never fall by example: the crimes of. others 
give them ſo much horror, that they are never 
more ſtrongly confirmed in good, than when they 


ſee evil committed. e | 
2756 Death grows on thee every day; it was 
born with thee : each day thou dieſt, for each day 


ſome part of thy life is gone. All thy paſt days are 


.H 2 now 
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now no more: nay, thou divideſt this very day; 


tals very minute thou art reading with Death. * 
_ 2757 If thou appeareſt very forward and buſy 8 
in thruſting thyſelf into buſineſs, and in giving p. 
others counſel, tis a plain proof that thou haſt a * 
great conceit of thy own abilities, and a * de- _- 
fire to ſhew it. | 
2758 Have a care 1 miſtake not a nice "6 
point of honour with thy friend ; and break with a 
him upon a ſilly trifle, or perhaps a miſtake : - - 
thus thou wouldeſt give the lie to all the friendſhip th; 
: thou haſt profeſſed for him, and go off with the er 
handſome character of captious and fickle. £0 
2759 In converſation be calm and eaſy, yet ſub- the 
mit not blindly to any; but preſerve the liberty be 
of thy own reaſon: and if thou diſputeſt, let it be . 
for inſtruction, not victory; and yield to truth as 8 
ſoon as ever it . and * b e * * 
nt 2760 Happineſs of life e not in raiſing 7 pat 
it {8 -thyſelf higher than thou art; but in leading a . 
1 life in tranquillity and eaſe, conformable to 8 
what thou art: this would be to get above the the 
atmoſphere of clouds and nd, and live in _ HY 
heaven. . eo | eitt 


2761 Life ven 


2761 Life is a circle and viciſſtude of good and 


evil, to which thou muſt accommodate and ac- 
cuſtom thyſelf. Thou may'ſt grieye and be trou- 
bled never ſo much, yet things will have their 
courſe: thy impatience and e will not alter 
them, nor help thee. 

2762 In matters of flander, chou wan to 
ſuſpend thy judgment, and examine the thing; 
and not, as the common cuſtom is, perſuade thy- 
| ſelf, that common report is ſufficient warrant for 
the truth of the matters. Popular opinion is the 
_ greateſt lie in the world. b | 

2763 Avoid men that are hot and quarrelſome: : 
they will affront-thee for nothing, and urge things 
beyond reaſon and meaſure : they will bring thee 
into troubles, which thou wilt not eaſily get out 

of. Keeping company with ſuch is WY with 
are bears, and tygers. 
| 2764 To make thyſelf acceptable to thy com- 
| pany, do not always ſpeak what thou thinkeſt is 
curious and excellent ; but entertain them with 
what they have ſome knowledge of, and with what 
they love and delight to hear, 

2765 Be not laviſh in thy praiſe. or diſpraiſe of 
either perſons or things. Who can tell the incon- 
veniencies it may CREE =" if another take up the 


H 7 cud gels, 


B 
e 
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eudgels, and engage ches in a diſpute 1 
What did not concern thee. then to meddle withal, 
"8 will now concern thee to maintain. 
ma 2766 If thou adviſeſt or reproeſt, thou baaſt 
need uſe all previous arts to vindicate the ſin- 
4 1 cerity of thy purpoſes, and to convince the 
TA perſon admoniſhed, that it is neither ſpleen nor 
prejudice, but the moſt real exuberant kindneſs, 
whith Wome thee 61 ws. thaſs wounds an a 
friend. 

1 2767 If thou praiſeſt him who is thy infecior or, 
Wis equal, thou not only rendereſt him more eſteemed. 
| of others, but alſo tacitly teacheſt * ſuperiors to 

place a greater value upon chyſelf. 

2768 Avoid being obſtinate in any argument, 
in a matter eſpecially which touches the profeſſion 
of him thou converſeſt with; for in preſuming 

| that thou art in the right, thou makeſt a ſecret 
reflection upon him, which is always taken as 
very injurious, as betokening ſconn. 

2769 In ſpeaking, patter not over what ans 
ſayeſt ſa ſwiftly, as to, outrun the imagination, 
conception, and attention of thoſe that hear thee 2 
if thou leaveſt their thoughts behind, they will 
not wait upon thee, but g9 ahrapd unen ame- 
thing _ K 5 


5 2770 Set 
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277 get about what is eaſy, as though it were 
difficult ; and upon what is difficult, as though it 


were eaſy: the ong. for fear of ſlackening, through 


too much preſumption the other for ter of laing 


coe through too much apprehenſion. 


- 2774 In a married ſtate take ſpecial heed not 


0 dustrel about ſmall matters; let none be wit- 
neſs ef your fondneſs or diſtike: adjuſt differences 
in your own houſe, not in your neighbaur's 3 


never rip up old ſores; and e "RN of one 


thing at once. 
2772 Aﬀect not ſuch a gravity: as wilt 2 


thee drag out thy expreſſions, and in every word 
of three fyllables to make as many pauſes: this, 


would be very uneaſy to an auditor that is a quick 
thinker ; for by continually checking and holding 
him back from his uſual pace, it would chace ON 
and quite tire him. | 


2773 If thou ſufferefſt thyſelf abe hurriel 1 
an excels of concern, when thou findeſt thyſelf 


injured, thou thereby ſatisfieſt the deſign af him 


that ſought to offend thee; and rendereſt th 


enemy pleaſed, when thou giveſt him nn 

that he hinders thee from being ſa. 

3774 If thou harbaureſt, and liveſt with falls 
en, unteaſonable defires, fand affeftions, uns 
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grounded hopes, vain fears, &c. thou wilt be no. 
longer quiet than the world pleaſeth; thy peace 


will be at the mercy of every report, and of all the 


evil accidents that happen in the world. 
2775 Uſe not to carry it alike to all, 28 your 
ſmooth plauſible men do. If thou ſheweſt reſpect 


to good, well-deſerving gentlemen, they will be 
wholly thine; but if thou affordeſt the ſame re- 
gard to ſcoundrels, they will become inſolent and 


injurious to thee. Give not pearls to hogs. 


2776 Thou may'ſt as well expect to grow 


ſtronger by always eating, as wiſer by always 


reading; for much overcharges nature, and turns 
more into diſeaſe than nouriſhment. *Tis thy 


thought and digeſtion which makes books ſervice- 
able to thee, and gives * and 4 coin to _ 
mind. 

2777 If thou dependeſt wholly upon thy own 
experience, thou haſt but a few materials to work 


upon; thou art confined to narrow limits both of 


place and time, and art not fit to draw a large 
model, and to-pronounce upon any buſineſs that is is 


complicated and unuſual, 


2778 If thou takeſt meaſures wholly "OH 
books, without looking into men. and buſineſs, 


thou art like one travelling i in a map, where the 
- Countries 
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countries and cities are well 3 diſtinguiſhed, 
yet villages. and private ſeats are either over- _ 
looked, or too e marked, for a ſtranger to 
had. 
2779 If * canſt 505 thy buſineſs and di- 
3 canſt avoid diſagreeable company, and be 
alone when thy humour and occaſions require it, 
and haſt pretty good health, and a competency to 
| live upon; thou may ſt pity the rich, the great, 
and the honourable of the earth. | 5 
2780 If thou art pleaſed with aaudineſs of habit, 
with gingles and falſe ornaments in diſcourſe, with 
antic motions and buffooniſh geſtures, tis a ſign 
that thy inclinations are trifling, and thy judg- 
ment vulgar and unpoliſhed. $xh 
2781 In frequent, long, needleſs, and imperti- 
nent viſits, thou not only murdereſt thy own time, 
- which thou ſhouldeſt employ better, but doſt alſo 
rob them, who would perhaps chooſe to make bet- 
ter uſe of their's, if it were not taken away by ſuch 
as underſtand little elſe than ſuch bare forms of 
miſtaken civility. 
2782 It will be very uſeful for thee to be pre- 
fent with dying perſons, that thou. may*ſt conſider ._ 
what thou art thyſelf; and alſo, that whatſoever * 
thou ſeeſt deteſtable in them, thou may ſt avoid; 
H 5. | and. 


aer os Ms eee 
W 


ti 


that inſtant ĩt wy W an faith k and 
confidence a man hab. 

2783 I would not have thee di W 
much with that idle fort of men, who, minding 
fancies and pleaſures, endeavour in their whole 


& 


le nothing but to fer, or ſow abroad in a common- 


wealth, thiftles, thorns, and noifore weeds of 


fruits of honeſty, truth, and common good. 
2 Generofity wrong placed becometh a 

a princely mind will undo a private family; 

wn dees af the world are beſt anſwered by 


- acquitting thyſelf in that manner which is pre- 


ſcribed to thee by thy condition; and not by run- 
ning upon ſuch things as belong not to the. 
2785 Thou art not born for thyſelf only, but 


by the very condition of thy nature, art obliged 
to conſeerate thy life to the ſervice of others: tis 


a reciprocal debt, from which no man is free: 


every man owes ſomething to his relations, more 
to his friends, but moſt of all to the public. 


2786 Thou may'ſt be happy any where, if thou 
knoweſt how to be contented; Nature is ſerved 


with a little. If thy fortune be not extended to the 


larger meaſure of thy wiſhes, thou muſt contract 
"OTE > . 


men's wit; and not ta cultivate the wholeſome 


e C1 
and adequats thy mjnd to thy fortune, an that - 


Will bring all right, 


2787 Account him thy FEI that a che 
privately thoſe faults that thou abſerveſt not in 


_ thyſelf. Is it not better that he ſpeak ill af then 


to thy face, than that others ſhould behind thy 
back: 1 kind a piece of fervice is ſa far from 
meriting thy 3 it TP deſerveth 
thy thanks, | 

2788 If thou canſt huſbacd time well, 1 
wilt have no reaſon to complain that thy life is 
too ſhort ; for if thou makeft advantage of all the 
infinite oecaſions that preſent themſelves a thee, 
thou wilt anticipate time itfelf. _ | 

2789 If thou art falſply accuſed, 8 
awhile; when thy innocence comes to be cleared, 
the calumnies of the enviaus and ſpightful, inflead 
of eclipſing, will add more luſtre to thee; and the 
harder the ball is ſtruck, the higher nnn : 


bound. 


2790 If tas feareſt not death fo much as an 
ul life ; if thou thinkeſt impatience and murmur- 
ing worſe than the gaut; if thou accounteſt pride 


to be the greateſt reproach; and takeſt covetouſneſs - 


to be the baſeſt poverty ; then thou canſt fee] no 
harm by death, or ſickneſs, or ſcorn, or want. 
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2791 If thou art remarkably obliging, thou art 
"almoſt proof againſt the malicious; they will be 


afraid of attacking one ſo fortified in public eſteem, 


and under ſo ſacred a character: though thy vir- 
tue may be overlooked, yet the infamy of the 
action againſt thee will prevent an injury. 
2792 Argue not with a man whom thou knoweſt 
to be of an obſtinate humour; for when he is 
once contradicted, his mind is barr'd up againſt all 
light and information: arguments, though never 
ſo well grounded, do but provoke him, and make 
him even afraid to be convinced of the truth. 
2793 J hope thou wilt never be ſo romantic a 


hero, as to fall in love with a face, without a for- 
tune. A poor marriage (like a father's theft or 


_ treaſon) entails ſhame and miſery upon poſterity, 


- who receive little warmth from che 1 of their 


mother. 
2794 I have ſo often obſerved, that things 
. upon as deſperate, have fetched about to a 


| Hopeful condition; and things that looked well, 
have-proved otherwiſe : that I adviſe thee to ſtay 
to ſee what comes of it, and never 8⁰ about to 


foretel poſitively any thing. 
2795 Beware of telling an Wee truth, 
eſpecially to thoſe that are not well acquainted 
| | | +1 with 


[557 1 


with tice; for if they conceive thou belleveſt it 
not thyſelf, they will reſent it ill, as ſuppoſing 
thou takeſt them for perſons to be put upon: if 
they think thou doſt believe it, they will e 
thee, as one that is fooliſhly credulous. 
2796 Think not of true amity with a covetous 
man ; he can never be a real friend to any, for he 
loves his money better than his friend; he never 
parteth with any thing barely to do another a kind- 
neſs, but to fetch in intereſt ; and if he ever ſerves | 
thee, he overvalues his benefit, and never —_ 
he has thanks enough... 
2797 If thou wouldeſt know a man's cas 
tempers, and inclinations, thou muſt obſerve him 
in his common hours, when he is recreating, idle, 
or upon no buſineſs that requires thought ; for 
then he will be carried along 277 the mere current 
of his nature. 1 
2798 If thou wouldeſt find out a man's abilities, 
conſider the whole courſe of his life in general, 
and his management of affairs in particular; theſe 
will tell thee what he can, and what he uſeth 
to do; theſe will enable thee to make fome judg- 
ment of his parts, prudence, II and appli- 
cation. 
2799 But 
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2799 But 28 to his friendſhip, and fidelity, an | 
to what thou art to hope: or fear from him, ſome 
we ſo crafty and ſome ſo unſteady, that thou canſt 
have no aſſurance, but from experience only, a1 
that is oftentimes very coſtly. _ 

2899 If thou haſt enough to anſwer thy com- 
man cqnveniegcies of life, and art therewith 
content, thou art richer than he whoſe revenues 
is a thoyand times greater, if it be not equal to 
his ſtate dad EE ons, or to bis vanities and an: 
petites. 

2801 Though any one would . oblige à 
grateful man than an ungrateful, yet this ſhould 
not hinder thee from doing good alfo to a. perſon 
that is knowa to be ungrateful; only with this 
difference, that thou art to ſerve the one in all 
extremities, with thy life and fortune, but the 
other no farther than ſtands with thy conve⸗ 
nience. 

2802 Eyery one looks 1 and about him, 
but look thou into thyſelf ; have little other buk- 
neſs but thyfelf ; eternally. megitate upon thyſelf ; 
controul and rectify thyſelf ; enjoy and taſte thy; 
ſelf, _ Other men's thoughts are ever wandering 
abroad when they ſet themſelves to thinking ; 3 but 
do thou for thy part cireulate in thyſelf, | 

5 2803 It 


1 29 l 


— It wenld be as idle conceit In thee, if thou- 
8 ſhouldeſt expect, and depend upon it, to die of a 
mere decay of nature, and a wearing out of the 
body, which is the laſt effects of the extreme ſtage; 
and to propoſe to thyſelf no ſhorter leaſe of life than 
that; conſidering it is a kind of death of all others 
the moſt rare, and hardly ſeen. | 
2804 *Tis the greateſt folly imaginable, that 
. the goods of Ferse ever fufficiently arm 
us againſt the accidents of Fortune: *tis with thy 
own arms: of patience and content that thou art to 
fight her; accidental qnes will E thee in the 
| pinch of the buſineſs, = 
2805 It will ſhewy moft natable wiſdom in they - | 
| 
| 


if thou doubteſt of thyſelf, and art eaſily convinced 

pol thy errors, apt thankeſt thy friend for ſhewing 
of them to Mee; as alſo, if thou thinkeſt that 
teres ie more wiſdom and goodneſs in the. world 
than thau canſt pretend to; and if thou IR 

and endeavoureſt to attain to more. | 
2805 In proſperity, when men have many 
friends, and all things at a cheap rate, tis good to 
lay up fomewhat for batl weather; for there is 
want of every thing in adverſity. Thou wilt do 
well not to neglect thy friends when thou ſtandeſt 
in no need of them: a day may come when thou 
3 : wilt 


IL 160 T a 
wile think thyſelf happy to have ſome then, whom | 
thou careſt not for at preſent. - . 

2807 The breaking off in the midſt «f what 
thou waſt about to ſay, as if thou takedſt thyſelf 
up, will breed greater appetite in him with whom 
thou conferreſt, to know more; and by this trick 
thou ſhalt know whether he _— the matter 

of much concern to him. 

2808 If thou pere as hath hacia 
- attempted before, or attempted. and given over, 
or hath been atchieved, but not with ſo good 
j | [ circumſtances, thou. ſhalt purchaſe more honour 
1 han by. affecting a matter of greater difficulty, 
or virtue, wherein thou art but a follower of 

another. | : 

2809 Is it not a buſineſs of lefs difficulty, to be 
peaceable and quiet, than ever contending, quar- 
relling, and falling out with our neighbours ? 

And what toil is there in ſitting till, and not fo 
19 much as lifting up our hands; and on the other 
1 i | fide, what labour and pains in fighting, and beat- 
itt ing, and wounding one another? 6h 

2810 Salvation and damnation are things of x no 
common importance; and therefore iti highly con- 
cerns thee not to be miſtaken in the notion thow 


formeſt to thyſelf of _— 3 for the nature of 
cdmings 
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hingh will not be altered by thy fancies ; nor 
will God be mocked, or impoſed upon. - 
2811 As thou ſhouldeſt learn, on the one hand, 
in all thy needs to make thy application to God, 
from whom cometh down every good, and every 
: perfect gift; ſo, on the other, not ſo wholly to 
depend on the divine care and aſſiſtance, as to 
omit taking care thyſelf, and uſing hy: own ut- 
moſt endeavours, y 
2812 Whilſt men are men, FIN will have ſome 
imperfections; ; and if thou canſt not bear with it, 
but groweſt zealous againſt them, thou wilt be 
worſe thyſelf, by giving way to peeviſhneſs and 
proud cenſoriouſneſs. And let me tell thee, if thou 
art too buſy to tax and judge others, on wilt never 
grow better thyſelf. 
2813 If it ſhall pleaſe God to ſend thee ſome 
little comfort, take that as an earneſt of more ; 
and if he exerciſe thee with leſſer croſſes, take them 
as preparatives to greater. Have no will of thy 
own, but endeavour to be thankful for the one, 
and patient in the other, and contented with ms | 
hand in both. Fat 
2814 There is a certain temper very nice to 
hit, in our carriage to perſons above us, ſo as 
to allow ourſelves the freedom that is neceffary to 
| divert | 


11 


divert and entertain them; and yet to bs Eg 


that may be any way offenſive, or break in upon 
the honour and reſpect due to their quality. 
28 15 Though thou art not to publiſh thy faults. 


in a ſhameleſs, impudent way, yet if (ben they. 


are viſible) thou art told of them, thou diſownelt, 
excuſeſt, or even exten uateſt them, thou doſt there= 
by but ſet them. mare 8. the Tights and makeſt 
them greater. 

2816 To make GE go Fr" well, ang fup- 
ply a kindneſs. which thou muſt not grant, if thou 
manageſt it with good advice, ſoft and civil ex-. 
preflions, good humour and courteſy ; thou wilt 


by theſe give more ſatisfaction to a man of genero- 
ſity and underſtanding, chan by a faygur caldly os. 


rudely granted. 


2817 Let a poſitive man go on nis —_ play” | 


ſtand not up againſt him. When he hath once 


begun to diſpute any thing, his mind is baxr'd un 


againit all light, and better information. Oppo- 
ſition provokes him, though there be never 1a, 
good ground for it; and he ſeems to be afraid of 
nothing more, than left he ſhould be convinged 


of the truth, | 
2818 Enyy pak men, their A tickes. Such 
* would. be 00 heavy tor thee. Thoy 


wouldeſt 


injuric 
valued 


how. v 


| wouldeſt not be willing, to ſacrifice (a8 they do) 
health, quiet, honeſty, . and conſcience, to ab- | 


tain and to keep them. This wauld- be to pay 
ſo dear for them, that thay. wouldeſt ip by. the 
bargain ho 

2819 Receive the FI cd indiſcretion of * 
with a ſoft. and gentle anſwer; and that is like a 
ſtone received falling with violence into a bed of 


wmoſs: it will ſoon lie quiet without rebounding ;, 


whereas retorts make the Foptentign viekat: and 
injurious, to both parties. 

2820 Reputation would not be very highly 
valued by thee, if thou didſt but ſeriouſly conſider 


how. very unjuſt the generality of men are, both in 
giving it and in taking it away. Thou ſhouldeſt 


content. thyſelf to deſerve it, by thy good beha= 


viour ; and when that care is taken; not to * 


over anxious about the ſucceſs. 


2821 The moſt tolerable ſort of revenge is for 


thoſe wrongs which there is no law to redreſy, 
But then thou muſt take heed, that the revenge be 
ſuch as there is no law, either divine or human, to 
puniſh ; elſe thy enemy is ſtill befare-liands and 


it is two to one. 


2822, Think it not an 3 to be able | 


tg SW the, company, with @ tarrent of words. 
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I 
Talking all is fo great a fault, both in buſineſs and 
converſation, that any thing that is good is doubly 
fo, if it be ſhort. And we often gain by * 


what we ſhould have loſt by being tedious. 
2823 It is an excellent way to gain the heart, 


and conquer the will of another, to go and ſubmit, 


and intruſt thy perſon to him; provided it ap- 
pears that thou doſt it frankly, and without the 
conſtraint of neceſſity, out of a pure and entire 
confidence in him; at leaft, with a countenance 
D from any cloud of ſuſpicion. 
2824 If thou wouldeſt not render myſelt unfit 
for ſociety, hate not opinions contrary to thy own : 
and be not angry with men for their being of 


another ſenſe and party than thou art. The moſt. 


general way that nature has followed is variety, 
and that alſo more e in 780018 Leak in 
bodies. 

2825 Thou art OY miſerable if thou haſt * 
at home where to be by thyſelf, where to entertain 
thyſelf alone, to conceal thyſelf from others. Am- 
bition ſufficiently plagues her proſelites by keep- 
ing them always in ſhew- and in rer like a 
ſtatue in a ſtreet. 

2826 Provoke not even a patient man too far: 
extreme ſufferance, when it comes to diſſolve, 
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breaks out into the moſt ſevere revenge; for taking 


fire at laſt, anger and fury being combined in one, 


diſcharge their utmoſt force at the firſt dialer 
Irarumgue omnes effundit habenas. _ 

2827 Take heed of uttering any thing that car- 
ries with it a face of improbability ; for to be falſe, 
and to be thought talſe, i is all one in reſpect of men, 
who take matters not according to. truth, but 


their own. apprehenſion, 


. 2828 To quicken the memory of paſt kind- 
neſſes thou haſt done to any one, is a very nice 


point to manage, ſo as to avoid the imputation 
of diſcourteſy ; for it is apt to look like upbraid- 


ing, and over-valuing thy courteſy, wiſhing thou 
hadſt not done it, and calling him ungrateful. 
2829 If thou haſt a ſuit to any one, and thinkeſt 


it will be difficult to ſpeed, come upon him unex- 


pectedly, and puſh it home at once. Sudden ſur- 


priſal quickens the party to attention, and cuts off 
deliberation for objections, while he is yet unpro- 


vided of excuſes. 
2830 Suſpect that plauſible and fair language 
that ſeems to come with ſomething of ſtraining, 


and looks not purely natural, and is accompanied 
with a flattering face and artful ſcrewings of the 
body; and ſo much the more ſtill, from one whoſe 


perſon may render: him ſuſpicious, | 
242831 ouch 
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thou haſt a caveat what to avoid: ſo every way 


FEY Such as thy ay thoughts md alu! 


cogitations ate, ſuch will thy mind be. in time; 


For the foul doth as it were reteive its tincture 


from the fancy and imagination: dye it therefore, 


and thoroughly ſoak it with the afſiduity of the 


* 


deſt cogitations, upon profitable ſubjects. . 
2832 This day only is thine. Thou art dead 


to yeſterday, and thou art not yet born to the 


morrow. If therefore thou enjoyeſt the preſent, 
and it be good, thou enjoyeſt as much as is poſ- 
fible; but if thou loekeſt abroad, and bringeſt into 
one day's thoughts, the evil of many, certain atid 


uncertain, that will be as ne As it 18 un- 


1 


reaſonable. 

2833 Repretienfion, be it jut or arge, come 
it from the mouth of a friend or a fe, if thou 
art wiſe will never do thee harm; for if it be 
true, thou haſt a warning to amend ; if it be falſe, 


it may be of uſe to thee to make thee + or 


warrier. . 


2834 As to the matter of W T would 


have thee underſtand, that the friendſhip of great 
men hath much honour, but ſmall ſecurity; of 
meaner men leſs credit, but more ſtyeetneſs; but 


that of equals is ever beſt ſodered, lince that ſort of 
8 


prude 
ridict 
learn 
ſum! 

28 
thou 


1 


pain 


perpe 


life, being much of 2 height, their woagts run 


paralte}, and are not like to croſs, 

2835 Couldeſt thou paſs the world without 
meeting vice and villainy, then the knowledge of 
virtue and itinocence alone would be ſufficient : 


but that is not poſſible, and therefore it is ne- 
5 ceſfary, that thou add the arts öf converſation 


and buluteſs, which are not to be had without ex- 


perience. 


2836 Be not thou one of whole idle and 1ibertine 


livers ho are always complaining, that life is 
hort, and yet throw away abundance of it, and 
ate weary of its parts. They complain the day is 


long, and the night is long, and they want com- 


patiy, and feek out inventions to drive time away, 


and then lament becauſe it is gone too ſoon. 
3837. There are certain moments of our lives 


wherein fate ſeems delighted to mock our wit and 


prudence, and to bale our ſtricted caution, and 
ridieule all our conducts: from hence thou art to 
learn the leſſon of reſignation, and of not pre- 
ſuming too much on thyſelf. 

2838 If thou committeſt thoſe things which 
thou inwatdly condemneſt, and art in continual 
pain left they ſhould come to light; if thou art 
perpetually vexed at thy own folly, and afraid 

| not 
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not Ar of the refletion of others, but of thy 
own ; I tell thee this i is a great evil, and a moſt 
miſerable life. 

2839 Thou canſt neyer in this . — 7 
account thyſelf ſecure and ſafe from misfortunes, 
unleſs thou couldeſt command all the chances in 
the world. Poflibilities ate as infinite as God's 
power? and whatſoever may come to paſs, no 


man can certainly ſay ſhall not come to paſs. 


2840 As thou loveſt the peace and quiet of thy 
life, avoid ſpeaking, either in jeſt or otherwiſe, 
whatſoever may tend towards the dilerediting of 
any. A diſgrace put upon a man in company is 


inſupportable, and is heightened according to the 


greatneſs, and multiplied according to the number 
of the perſons that hear it. 

2841 Have not ſo high an opinion of any u mor- 
tal man as to believe him perfect, but make allow- 
' ances to even the. wiſeſt and the beſt ; for every 


one has his genial vice, his conſtitutional errors ; 


and though he may appear a prudent man, and a 
faint in all things elſe, yet in theſe * will ſtill be 


a weak man and a ſinner. 


2842 How ineffable a TAR ASS wilt thou poſ- 


| ſeſs, if thou canſt once attain to have thy ſoul ſo 


| ſeated, that which way ſoever it turns its eye, the 
heaven 


y 
ft 


1 
Y 


heaven is calm and ſerene about it. N 0 deſire, no 
fear, or doubt that trouble the air, nor any difficulty. 
paſt,., preſent, or to come, that thy 1 
may not paſs over wirhout offenctde. 
2843 Thou may ſt gather the diſpoſition 1 


temper of a man, as well from his companion and - 


8 aſſociate as from himſelf. And, it holds in quali- 
ties, as it doth in perſons; it being ſeldom, if 


ever known, that any great virtue or vice went 


alone: for greatneſs in ene, thing All Mill be 
attended 8 . 


2844 If ever it comes to N pe 8 canſt 


ſay of thy confident, that he would have deceived 
thee, thou haſt ſaid enough to annihilate and 
' aboliſh all pretences of friendſhip : and it would 


be an intolerable impudence in him, to offer at the 
name of friendſhip after ſuch an attempt. 


2845 It is much ſafer to reconcile an enemy to 
thee than to conquer him. Victory deprives him 


of his power a while, but reconciliation of his 
will: and there is deſs danger in a will which will 
not hurt, than in a power which cannot. The 
power is not ſo apt to tempt the will, "00 will 


is ſtudious to find out means. 
2846 I would not have thee be too 3 upon 
thyſelf, and over ſerupulous in the uſe of the 


Vor. II. 1 | good 
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edits har Gus brings thee: for 1 thin 


nothing more lawful than moderately to ſatisfy 
the deſnes of nature, ſo as they infringe not re- 
ligion, hurt not thyfelf, nor offend human fo- 


2847 Do not wholly overlook the advice of 


mean perſons. There is ſome reaſon why thou 
mouldeſt be beſt directed by thoſe that are below 


thy condition; for while a fuperior is fudden, 


_ fearleſs, imperious, and peremptory, an inferior 


will premeditate the beſt he cw; leſt he 18 24] dif- 
Pleaſe or -mifcarry. 

2848 Take heed das enn thy good 
will upon any other ground than proof of virtue; 
ſince neither length of ac quaintance, nor mutual 
fecreſies, nor greatneſs of benefits, can bind a 
favage heart; no man being good to others in 


verity, that is not good in himſelf. 


2849 If thou chiefly intendeſt applauſe in FR 
actions, thou wilt commonly miſs it. If thou 
regardeſt thy actions moſt, thou wilt generally 
gain it. He that ſhoots for a wager, muſt have his 
eye more upon the mark than the monty. If be 
hits the one he takes the other. ws dro 
2850 If thou giveſt up thyſelf to lazineſs and 
2252 thy life will be the moſt — and per- 

JR 


>xcd- 


157 1 


plexed of all men's; but induſtrious perſons b 


both the comfort of effecting their purpoſes, and 
preventing the .calamities which human condition 


is liable to, ard which impetuouſly _ on the 


. 1 
2851 Scorn not ſometimes' (66 than reſins 


folks talk, thou wilt meet among them now and” 


then things thou art not uſed to; and chere is 
hardly fo deſpicable a fellow in the world, who 
may nat chance to give a hint to, or even teach an 


ſtranger before. 


of difcontent, nothing ſhall be able to pleaſe thee. 
Thou wilt then murmur at Providenee, and cuſt 
obliquies on the ways of God, as if the order of 
all things, and the eſtabliſhed 'eeconomy of the 


univerſe ought to be changed to ann 


mours. 


2853 The vice and debauchery Gansther moald 


never be the ſubject of thy talk: not of thy friend, - 
becauſe thou loveſt him: not of thy foe, becauſe he 
is ſo; for that will be conſtrued e to the 
one, and hatred to the other. 6 ö 
2854 Shun all debates in matters not ans 
of 9000 D thoſe thou converſeſt with; for they 


12 | being 


inquiſitive mind Jy to ne. w | 


2852 If thou once — aver #6 anti 


Xt m 1. 


being — humble enough. to ſubmit to thy. 9 
judgment, will immediately oppoſe thy ſentiments ; 


and if ſuperior. to thee in quality, pretend to the 
advantage by authority, when reaſon "Ow not 
their turn. 

2855 Vex not thyſelf when ill Gone: of. . 
Wa not regarded, vaniſh; but repined at, 
argue either a puny ſoul or a guilty conſcience. 


The beſt anſwer to a ſlander is, to anſwer nothing; 
and ſo to carry it, as though the n N 


rather to be deſpiſed than minded. 5 

2856 It is not adviſeable for thee: to he. too 
| auſtere to thyſelf : IT would have thee take the 
benefit of proper recreations, at proper times. 


By our natural make our minds are not always to 


be ſcrewed up to the height, but allowed to de- 
ſcend to thoſe eaſineſſes of converſe and plea- 
ſures, which may entertain the lower faculties of 
the ſoul. | 

2857 Thoſe 8 chou uſeſt to a man's s face, 
as they are more moderate, ſo are they more equi- 
table ; becauſe thou expoſeſt thyſelf to the like 
from him : but the back-blows are diſengenuous, 


and give ſuſpicion * thou intendeſt not a fair 
trial of wit, but a cowardly murder of a man's 


Sande, 7 > e © nal 8 S8 ; $ 
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2858 By triſſes, and unheeded common things 
of life, thou may'ſt diſcover men's qualities, 


tempers, and inclinations, better than by their 
greater actions; beeauſe in matters of importance 


they ſtrain - themſelves, but in leſſer things they 
heedleſsly follow the 1 of n own na- 
tures, 1 


2859 Keep formality 5 20 e 


der deck; for nothing will give a greater ſtop 


to thy affairs, than to be eſteemed wiſe by them 
thou art to deal with. It will beget jealouſies in 


them, and thy wiſdom will be but an alarm to 
them, never to come n 299% nag? eggs IT have 
any concern with the. OLD 
2860 Tf thou art lente with as Fortune and 
ſelf, who can add to thy bappineſs? Moderate 


things are beſt. As no man lives ſo happy, but 


to ſome his life would ſeem unpleaſant; ſo we 
hall find none ſo miſerable, but one ſhall hear of 


another that would change calamities with him. 


2861 Live well, and make virtue thy guide; 
and then let death come ſooner or later, it matters 
not. Then: it will be a friendly hand that opens 
the gate to a certain happineſs; and puts an end, 


not only to thy doubtful and allayed ee 


but to all thy ſorrows and miſeries %o. al 
. 2862 Thou 


* 


rc Mr vote arc, nm egL 1 
A — — "7 on * * EPs 


2862 Theu- wilt never be better pleaſed, than 


when thou haſt much to do of ſuch things as 
chou knoweſt thyſelf able to go through with: 


for buſineſs: by its motion addeth heat, and à de- 


lightful vigour to the ſpirits ; while the unem- 


pleyed, like ſtanding. waters corrupt with. ther 
own idlenefs. 

2863 How:far ſoever thou may think hyſelf 
to be out of the juriſdiction of ſame paſſions, which 


thereto, than thou art to fall ſick * thou art 
in health. | 

2864 When thou art lideralof W 
and reprehenſions towards thoſe whom thou 
thinkeſt guilty of miſcarriages, betray not therein 
more pride' than charity, but Jet thy reproving 
proeced rather from thy deſire of their reſorma- 
tion, than from an inſinuation, that thau art nat 
2 the like faults. | 

2865 If thou art wiſe thou wilt never fall in 
dove with a mere corpſe, becauſe well coloured, 
or (what is worſe) a body with an ill foul in it. 
When: good: people love, though their beauty and 
bodies ſhould deeay, yet their ſouls: may be fil} in 


=— 


love with one another, which-is far more 8 


than bodily love. 


2866 IF 


thou haſt not yet had occaſion to ftruggte with; 
yet thou art to believe, thou art no leſs liable 


ü 
5 
a 
; 
J 
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2866 If thou writeſt any thing, ſtuff not Y 
diſcourſe: with. needleſs citations of authors, and 
the witty ſayings of others; for this would. be to 
make a feaſt of vinegar and pepper, which. may 
be, when moderately uſed in ſauces, grateful . 
enough, but muſt needs ORs Eads 14 | 


to be fed upon as a diet. 


2867 Frequently remember thou: art mortal. 
It is a great error to place death at a great diſtance, 


ince great part of it is come even now, and it bruſnes 


as it glides along; all our paſt life being in the 
arms of death already, which gradually devours 


each day, each hour, each minute. 


2868 Take not up that ſilly conceit, that men 


5 without learning are alſo without underſtanding. 


It is matter of fact, and apparent in all ages, that 


ſome ſuch: have been ever prodigies for ability and 
management: for it is not to be believed, that 


Wiſdom ſpeaks to her N een in Latin, 
reel, and Hebrew. | 
2869 Set up a ſtrict and impartial nance 
quiſition i in thy breaſt; ſeareb/ in to the inmaſt 
receſles of thy foul, and examine thoſe actions 
which: no eye can fee ; for innate ſelf - love, and 
natural complacency, makes us unapt and loth to 
condemn ourſelves in any thing Ou we con- 
jecture others cannot, 
14 2870 The 


r 
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- hearkened to. - 


quence. 
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2870 The good will and favour of the com- 
pany is as well gotten by ſometimes giving ear 


courteouſly, as by ſpeaking pleaſantly; for they 


believe thou thinkeſt well of them, when thou 
art attentive to their talk, and pleaſant ſpeech 
ſerveth to no manner of n * it 5 not 


- 


2871 If an angel from heaven ſh6uld tell thee 
monſtrous and incredible ftories of things repug- 


nant to common ſenſe, and the reaſon of mankind, | 
thou ſhouldeſt defire him to e thee” if thou 


ſuſpendeſt thy belief. ; 
2872 When thou art with l r 


into diſpute and contention with them, nor ſeek 


to get the better in reaſoning with them: for by 
thwarting, and obſtinate dealing, there is nothing 


gotten at their hands but ill will: therefore it 
is better to ſooth them chan thwart: thee 1 in their 
Jayings. _ l 5 


2873 Heat and vivacity, without judgment; wil 
expoſe thee to contempt. | Thou wert better paſs 


for one that is grave before his time, or even a 


little empty, than for a nauſeouſly pert young fool, 


that ſpeaks almoſt before things come into his head, 


not regarding the company, or ſeeing the conſe- 


; 


2874 Carry | 


2874 Carry it kindly, to all hom thy employ- 
ment, buſineſs or common civility obliges thes 
to be in company with. Upon all occaſions ob- 85 
ſerye their humours and inclinations; and approve, 
or at leaſt excuſe, their conduct: ſo ſhalt; thou 
never want an orator to plead for ang. indie 
thee upon occaſion. |; INTE 

2875 If. thou: art 8 à little coughs; and 
ſomething, unpoliſhed, or. otherwiſe haſt not the 
gift of pleaſing, then let thy other acquiſitions and 
merits. be what they will, aſſure thyſelf thou ſhalt 
never be well received into ſociety... If thou canſt | 
not be complaiſant to en, others will never . be 
ſo to thee. 705; ; 

2876 Thou oct: kate 01 3 common 
converſation, where all the talk is trifling imperti- 
nence or dull gravity; but thou mayꝰſt love it as 
much where it is innocent, merry, and entertain- 
ing, where it refreſhes thy weary mind, and makes 
thee paſs ſome of Mens moments in pleaſure and 
delight. | 

2877 It is better to 5 dhe thoughts * = 
companion than, thy own. by this means thou 
wilt make it known, that thou art able to judge of 


good things, and art willing to allow him the 


eſteem he merits, and that thou art not affected 
and conceited with what thou ſayeſt thyſelf. 
15 22878 Do 


rr! 
2 Do not always the ſure thing; that would 
1 mukke thy life tedions. Join pleaſure with profit, 
11 and make recreation tread upon the heels of labour. 
i 8 When thou art wearied' with bufineſs, go fee thy 
friends, and enjoy converſation.” Endeavour to 
know when to W and when' to W it 
n 
2879 Thou onyhteſt not to have a tenderneſs 
of. Wu cee 1 one en of I; 
1 e but will not + e a Beloved m. 
1 Others' give largely to the poor, but will not be 
of all things, but fuch oy” as Lge Have a 
1 for. | 
2880 Do not ſuffer chyſelf to be raſhly . | 
ported. Lay a foundation of prudence againſt all 
accidents of life that may diſturb thee. Look upon 
thyſelf as if thou wert environed with enemies, 
and ready to be affault&d, and think ef all things 
For thy defence. If thou doſt thus, anger ſhall 
 —  H#dom ſurprize thee. 3-H 
23881 Praiſe whatever thou eſteemeſt prac 
| 3 worthy; but be wary in paſfing ſentence upon what 
= | thou thinkeſt blameable. Do not ſet up thyſelf 
for a judge of the actions of others; but if thou 
iS 5 tak & 63-2: "io 
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At prefied; and obliged to-ſpeak thy:epinian, let it 
be as favaurable as mne. 


alow. We all want pardan. 
2882 Tothe end that death may be 
hi the goods that thou poſſeſſeſt, and all the 


pleaſures thou enjoyeſt, deprive thyſelf (eſpecially 


when old) by little and little of both the one and 
the other; and then death will have little more to 
do, and cannot do much harm. It well not come 
ſo ſoon ter d mad part, een 1 
cloth games; | 

2883 If thou eee with men. of goal 
drcoting and wiſe: conduct, thou wilt learn from 
them rules of life and behaviour; for their 
prudence, conſtant good humour, virtuous incli- 
nation, and handſome mien, will be fo agnee- 
able to thy reaſon, that they will inſenſibly get 
into thee, alter thy babits, and change thy 
nature. 4 | 


2684 Death: dothnat laok billceus am harcthla, 


but when it is looked upon as a manſter, an enemy 
to natuse. If thou wilt often approach it in thy 


thoughts, and make it familiar to thee, thou wilt 
afterwards look. upon it as a friend that comes. to 


aſſiſt, and to carry thee away from the miſerable 
cenditian. thou art in upon the earth. 
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2885 Make not a malignant conſtruction of 
words and actions of others; nor turn them to 


the prejudice of any one: they may proceed from 
thoughtleſſneſs, and ſhould be no more remem- 
bered. Every man has his failings, which thou 


oughteſt to ſuffer and excuſe, if thou wilt live 


quietly and peaceably with all- the world. When 


thou art in company that entertains thee with 


reſpect and civility, thou oughteſt to deſire no fur- 
ther kindneſs from them: the outſide- of - thoſe' 


that are not cloſely united in friendſhip, ought to 
fatisfy thee. That man would be the greateſt of 


fools, who ſhould: owe thee: _ denn 0 15 
knows thine. 64.4 1 

2886 Marriage, PONY it be one of the plat 
concerns, and influenceth our whole life, ſeems 


commonly to be treated of in jeft ; but courtſhip 


does not juſtify fooling and extravagance: there- 


fore imagine not, that thou art of courſe to diſcard 


reaſon as ſoon as thou falleſt in love, for then thou 


A 


wilt find it peculiarly neceſſary. T9 230 td 


2887 Oftener aſk, than decide queſtions ; chis 
is the way to better thy knowledge. Thy ears 


teach thee, not thy tongue. So long as thou art 


ignorant, be not aſhamed to be inſtructed; if thou 
eanſt not ſatisfy thyſelf, ſeek ſatisfaction elſewhere. 


All 


— 
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All know not alike, and none all things ; thou ou. | 


f may'ſt help another, and he te =” 29:1 
2888 If thou thinkeſt twice, before thou peaks 
once, thou wilt ſpeak twice the better for it: but 
then thou oughteſtnot to be ſo long a thinking, as 
to loſe thy opportunity; for it were very ſilly and 


diſtaſteful, to call back that which the company 


had talked of, AY 1255 rain and were now 


got to ſomething elſe, 77. | 
2889 If thou wouldeſt correct a 2 
inclination to anger, meditate, and ruminate well 


upon its effects; how uit troubles man's life: 
and the beſt time td do this, is immediately | 
when the fit is thoroughly over; for the ſpirits 


being over- heated, laboured, and tired, cool and 
ſink wo: Pn s ſo make Neg for Oy 
tance. 554 kd 

2890 It is not Fs y dn habe ſhouldelt 
ſpeak excellently of things; but it is alſo-neceſ- 


ſary, that thoſe diſcourſes be well timed, and 


placed: for the eyes which exceed in luſtre of 
other parts of the face, would render us monſtrous, 
if they were not "toes where nature EL A 
wenn! | 

2891 If thou ſpeakeſs ill 1'6f one, who is nba 


{or thought) to excel thee, thou thereby rendereſt 
W 


. 


L 282 J- | 
thyſelf foolifh and ridiculous z and the more thou 


+ laboureſt to diminiſh bim, the. greater diſteſeem 


thou deriveſt upon thyſelf, when the W 
has leiſure to make a ſober compariſon. 


24692 Seem nat te be diſpleaſed at the little | 
Ratteries, indiſeret ions, and levities any commit in 
thy preſence; but always conſidering where they 
tainment, or for the accompliſhment of any other 
deſign, make of them er 8995 an inno- 
cent advantage. | 

289g H thou wouldeſt eftabliſh EPR ane a 
drm belief that thou loveſt him, it will not be 
enaugh for thee to have a god will tawards: him, 
and a great deſire to aid him, but thaw muſt more - 

over, with an. agreeable viſage, and a ſweet and 
courteous entertainment, encourage and invite 
him to be familiar with the. 

2894 If thou ſeemeſt 6 as 
*twere acknowledgeſt it, and art offended at it: 
but if thou ſlighteſt it by a grave ſilence, or a neg- 
ligent (mile, thou wilt make others think there 
was nothing in it; and ſo it will crack off with- 

out leaving any diſadvantageous impreſſion on 


2895 In 


aſunder; but accompany thy diſcourſe with ſuch 
geſtures, countenances, and actions, as are ex- 


ww. WP. VF Fe 
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2895 In complimenting of friends, take care 
that thy tongue and judgment ſtand not too far 


preſſive of the ſame will and affections; giving 
them to know in ſhort the cauſes that induce 
thee ene ee them, nn thyſelf 


obliged. 


2896 W enen arabic 


praiſe of the perſon thou art forced to contradict; 
ſometimes alſo to confeſs thy doubt and igno- 
rance; never to ſtand it out obſtinately, but to 


yield when the argument cannot be maintained 
without begetting' a EY in him 2 thou 


oppoſeſt. 


2897 Thou wo not exceed the mode ins Dy : 
habit, without being guilty of extravagance. If 


we judge of the humour of a man by the manner 
of wearing his cloaths, what eſteem can we have 
for thoſe perſons, who by this kind of folly ap- 
pear like men of another country and age, amongſt 
tkoſe who have ſeen their birth? 

2898 Thou may'ſt be a good chriſtian, and 
yet not love thy enemies as well as thy friends. 
If thou rewardeſt injuries paſt, thou inviteſt new 
ones: tis an argument of a low ſpirit, to be 

| | obliged 
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F | 
obliged: by. diſcourteſies. The. love of no erea- 


ture es N mene is confirmed by 


a cudgel. 

2899 If FOE wouldeſt 8 the affeQions of 
adn; thou muſt carry tokens of modeſty in thy 
- equntenanice- and behaviour. Thou canſt not 
draw envy, unleſs thou appeareſt poſſeſſed of a 
great opinion of thyſelf; and on the contrary, thou 


canſt, not but be pleaſing to company, if, inſtead 


of being fierce and poſitive, thou * them 
marks of eſteem. and ſubmiſſion. - 

2900 If thou couldeſt have all that ahy aw 
crave, yet it is a ſhorter way to make thee happy 
to be without thoſe, deſires: for why doſt thou 


deſire thoſe pleaſures, riches and honours, ſo 


immoderately? Is it not for the ſatisfaction thou 
expecteſt to meet with in them ?—but that thou 
mayeſt have ones: if thou canſt be rid af: theſe 
deſires. 1 6 % i 

290! It is ks W in > generals. that abou 
ſpeak to the advantage of another, than to his diſ- 
advantage; for though ſome may impute it to 
flattery, yet I think. they extend flattery too far: 
or if they will call praiies ſpoken behind one's 
back, flattery, there are ſome ort of flatteries ex- 


cuſeable, as well zs ſome inexcuſeable. | 
ET IG 2902 When 
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2902 When thou art with ladies, dwell not upon 
one thing too long; but continually vary ſubjects 
and. expreſſions, and never enter deep into any 
matter. They have ordinarily more of delicateneſs 
than knowledge; fo that they take only the flower 5 


of things, being not Nr to think” ik painfully;'or 
5 to penetrate far. 


} 


2903 Diſpute in converſation is a war, with 
dg oughteft not to combat with obſtinacy, 
nor to overcome with inſolence. Provided com- 
plaiſance be mingled with debates, there is no- 


thing ſo agreeable; and there will no more in- 


jury be done by a diſputation of that ſort, than 
two perſons would * ke rhe! flowers: at exch 
other. e 


4 
4 f *. 


2904 Learn thy duty, EP 46 it: 990 God, 


and thyſelf: and when thou art once humble, 


thankful, and heavenly minded, thou wilt not be 
diſpleaſed at what God or man do; nothing will 
trouble thee; or if any thing doth, it will be 
this, that thou doſt he wn, ah no better, W art not | | 


more perfect. en . 


2905 The only time to repent” i is now at this 
preſent time: to reſolve to repent hereafter only, 
ſignifies that thou art convinced of the neceſſity of 
it, but loveſt thy ſins ſo well, that thou canſt not 

part 


1 186 1 
part with nn. therefore; that thou 


may ſt ſin on ſecurely, without the perpetual fears 


and terrors of another world, Mhoy-reſulvelt cer re. 


pent hereafter... 


2906 Do nat complain e winhds for wins 


great good can be expected from it? do. not. the 


greateſt kings themſelves ſuffer in it? what, reſt 
then, what quiet, or felicity, can. che poor expect 


in it#- Buſtle thou in it among the reſt: but if 


thou art ſet upon it, to enjoy quiet, I tell thee, 
thou canſt find it no where at en, and 


perhaps not there neither. 


2907 Whatever diverſion recreates hy. ng 


without enſnaring it, whatever: repairs thy. body 
without impairing thy virtue, I counſel thee to 


embrace with open ams. I would have thee not 
only taſte, but drink thy fill of pleaſure: if it 


.exalt, and debaſe not nature, thou needeſt never 


complain, that thy mind is tag e thy 
body too vigorous. 

2908 If upon the beſt ſurvey, ond iy 
of thy own forces, and after ſome trials, thou 


findeſt thyſelf no match far the world, and. art 


unable to cauntermine its policies and. oppoſe its 


. and thy e thou canſt, 
thou 


* 


thou ei 


nnn 


rt 
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thou oughtelt to-retire from the world, 8 the | 
face of a too potent enemy. 


2909 What is ill fame, but; G ala 
unſavoury breath? Do but turn thy ear from the 
reception of it; and, prag, what art thou the 
worſe ? It is thy weakneſs, if thon ſuffereſt thy- 
ſelf to be blown over by the mere air of ſome 


putrified lungs; which if thou doſt but a little 
decline, ann n ſoon vaniſh; "ag 


be nothing. 


2910 It is. generally more e os; 
than to receive. When thou doſt good to others, 


thou engageſt them into thy iatereſts, and ſeemeſt 
to aſſume to thyſelf a ſuperiority over them à but 


when thou receiveſt any thing of them, {eſpecially 


if it be very conſiderable) thou. becemeſt their 
debtor, and perhaps their ſlave. 


2911 No man can have eg ab b 


pineſs, who is nat firm againſt all contingencies: 
thou oughteſt to accept patiently what Fortune 


ſhall allot thee; and ſo to adjuſt things in their pro- 


per places, that what is thy own may be diſpoſed 
of to the beſt advantage; and what 1 is againſt thy 


will, may offend thee as little as poſſible. 
"_ 2 if thou haſt at thy own FEY the buſi- 
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tency, thou may'ſt (if thou thinkeſt fit) be happy; 
tou needeſt not flatter the vain, nor be tired with 
. the impertinent; nor ſtand to ie"! courteſy” of 


; 6 tt 
\ FS 8 
11 


| 1 f E. | knaves and fools. 
7 1 20913 In the ſtudy of human mania let Py 


mind always preſerve its own freedom, and not 
enſlave itſelf to other men's fancies: thy liberty 
of judgment ſhould have its full ſcope Too ſer- 
vile a ſubmiſſion to the books and opinions of the 
Ancients have ſpoiled many an ingenious man, 
and a the n Wien n . * 
. * ; 2 


thee ; and think with thyſelf;/ that a great one 
would but eFail upon thee-a proportionable ſhare 
of great temptations to pride, ambition, ſenſuality, 
covetouſneſs, forgetfulneſs of God, and neglect of 
the ſalvation of thy ſoul; and ſo bring thee into 
that broad way that leads to deſtructionn 
2915 Suffer a friend to reprove thee, and chank 
him - heartily for it. It is a happineſs for a man 
that he can be reproved when he does amiſs, and 
be recalled when he runs wrong. Princes are de- 
prived of that benefit; for they converſe” fami- 


Po ps 9 liarly 


do account to for the minutes that wind thee off 
— for eternity; and haſt health, and a ſmall compe- 


: 2 Wh 5 2914 Be content wick FAY wſtate Lein dne 


liarly bi 
it their « 
2916 
muſt k. 
the nez 
the fou 
this laſl 
buffoon 
breedin; 


the reſt, 


2917 
him op 
thyſelf 
occaſio! 
in wha 
up an 
ſpeakeſ 
perſon. 

2918 
ſuaſion 
withou 
and ſor 
diſcipli 

(ſomet 
and an 


Py , 


vith 


not 


ſer- 
the 


liarly but with very few perſons, and thoſe make 


F 


it their only buſineſs to humour them. 

2916 To underſtand converſation rightly, how 
muſt know, that the firſt ingredient is truth; 
the next good ſenſe; the third good humour; 
the fourth handſome confidence; the fifth wit: 
this laſt was in former times left to fools, and 


buffoons, kept in all great families: but good 


ne is a l e to ee all 


the reſt. 


291) If an enemy Wn any real deſerts. praiſe 
him ' openly for the ſame ; ſo ſhalt thou procure 
thyſelf eſteem z and if thou afterwards haſt an 
occaſion. of cenſuring him, thou wilt be credited. 


in what thou ſayeſt: becauſe men will have taken 


up an opinion of thy impartiality; and that thou 
ſpeakeſt out of a diſlike of his e. not of his 
perſon, 

2918 If thou wilt not lend an ear to the per- 
ſuaſions of calm reaſon, thou ſhalt not yet be left 
without an inſtructor; for thy very troubles, pains, 
and ſorrows that ſucceed, ſhall ſeverely ſcourge and 
diſcipline ' thee; and tell thee thy faults, and 
(ſometimes it ſo happens) bring thee to repentance 


and amendment. 2 | 
2919 Thou 
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2919 Thou eanſt very ſeldom hurt thyfelf by 
patience, or ſilence; but by haſty revenge thou 
may ſt undothyſef. What if there be juſt occaſion 


for thee to be angry? yet ever it is beſt to ſtay till the 


heat of thy paſſion be over; becauſe chou may'ſt 
err in either the manner or the meaſure. Thou 


art at that time mad and blind, and wilt make 


2920 Arm thyfelf againſt calamities with an 


even mind: I have often found this a ſure way 


either to ward them off, or at leaſt to protract the 


ſeaſons of their arrival: and if there were nothing 
elſe in ĩt, but the rendering them more eafy when 


they come, ee ee n to try ede ex- 


periment. 


2921 Take not one for thy Rica that is thy 


companion in buſineſs, or diſorders; nor one that 
can return viſits the next day after; ſend how- do- 
ye's when thou art ſick; and is not failing in the 
(aft duties of civil life: but ſuch a one as is fit 
and willing to adviſe thee i e or diſſi- 

2922 In writing, when yr notion is clear and 


diſtinct to thee, the beſt way to ſet it off is, in 


the moſt obvious plain expreſſion. Obfeurity is 
commonly an argument of darkneſs in the mind. 
| The 
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to other 
2923 
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that th 
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The greateſt learning is to be ſeen in the greateſt 
plainneſs. The more clearly we underſtand any 
thing ourſelves, che more eafily can we ern it ; 
to others underſtanding. 
292 3 1 do not ſay, that he who ſells his whole 
time and his own will for a hundred thouſand 
pounds, is not a wiſer man than he who does it 
for a hundred pounds ; but I will ſwear, they are 
both but merchants ; and that thou art happier 


than both, if thou canft Tive contentedly without 


felling thy time and _ bind FORE: to which thou 
wr wm. > 

2924 The paſſion which chi maylt 1 be put 
into to vindicate the reputation of an injured 
friend, may incline the company to ſufpe thou 
wouldeſt not be fo zealous, if there was not a poſ- 
ſibility that the cafe might be thy own : therefore 
thou art not to carry thy dearneſs ſo far, as abſo- 
lutely to loſe thy reaſon for thy friend, | 

2925 In all matters, opportunity is a principal 
thing; and without this, all is done not only 
without profit, but to loſs. When God gives thee 


an opportunity, thou art to believe it is his will 


that thou ſhouldeſt make uſe of it; and when he 
does not, that thou oughteſt to N. 205 patiently 


his time. 


2926 Con- 


t 1 1 


2926 Conſider all the, riches and wealth of the 
world but only as petty. little fooleries, and, nuts, 
| Which Fortune throws out to men, juſt as we. do 
toys to little children, pleaſing thyſelf with taſting 


now and then one which, ſome accident has Hung . 


even to thee too, whilſt others are fruggling and 
. ſcrambling who ſhall, get moſt. p 

2927 If it pleaſe God to grant thee long lite; 
when thou art in years, do all thou canſt to re- 
tire; and then exerciſe thyſelf in what i is to come, 
rather than in what is paſt; and ſuffer not more 
buſineſs, nor cares of life, to come near thee, than 
what will be enough to keep thy foul awake, but 
not diſturb it. | 

2928 In the matter of reading, 1 would have 
thee fix upon ſome particular authors, and make 
them thy own. If thou art every where, thou art 
no where; but like a man that ſpends his life i in 
travel, he has many hoſts, but no friends. If thou 
ſkippeſt from one book to another, the variety 

will but diſturb thy head; and for want of di- 
geſtion, it will turn to wah: arti inſtead of 
aliment. | 

2929 If thou happeneft to * till thou art 
ancient, and canſt no longer ſerve thy, friends, and 


thy generation, as s thou waſt wont to do, and thy 
affairs 


Fa 


affairs 
to fit fi 


world 


life, ar 
to thyſ 

293. 
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then a 
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little, 
the beg 

2931 
thou t 
cauſes, 
dull fo 
natural 
the mat 
as to fin 
2932 
and ſtu 
herbs : 
and ad 
operatic 
and die 
wardly; 
tygers. 

Vol. 


wo ©? 
affairs and ſtation permit; it will be a wiſe thing 
to fit ſtill, and content thyſelf with enjoying the 


world without buſtle ; to live an irreproachable 


life, and ſuch a one as may be neither a 1 
to thyſelf or any other. 


2930 Always oppoſe EET as as as ever 


thou perceiveſt them, Their manner is thus, firſt 
there cometh to the mind a bare cogitation of evil ; 


then a ſtrong imagination thereof; afterward de- 
light, and an evil motion: and ſo, by little and 
little, it getteth , unleſs it be reſiſted i in 


the beginning. 


2931 Firſt be aſſured of matter of "Ty ESR 
thou troubleſt thyſelf with enquiring into the 
cauſes, *Tis true, this method is too flow and 
dull for the greateſt part of mankind, who run 
naturally to the cauſe, and paſs over the truth of 
the matter of fact: but be not thou ſo ridiculous 
as to find out a cauſe for what is not. | 
2932 There are many who ſpend much time 
and ſtudy in knowing the ſpecies and nature of 
herbs : but how much more would it import, 
and advantage thee, to know the nature and 
operations of men, with whom thou art to live 


and die: for all are not men who appear ſo out- 


wardly; but horrible mene wolves, bears, and 


tygers. ; 
Vor, II, 8 2933 Tell 


1 


2933 Tell dme not what 'thou' haſt heard; and 
read, und only ſo; but what after thy hearing and 
reading thou haſt taken into thy meditation, found 


to be truth, ſettled in thy judgment, fixed in thy 


memory, embraced in thy affections, and thus a 
long time practiſed, and ſo made it to be truly 
thy own : this, and only this, is Tightly called 
learning. i 
2934 I would not have thee affect, or much 


uſe, pleaſing thyſelf with words "that are ambi- 


guous, or ſharp, which ſeem to comprehend much, 

and have really nothing in them: nor value 
thyſelf for the frequent ſquirting off of antitheſes, 
equivocals, alluſions, tinkling periods: theſe are 
but as ſhinings of broken glaſſes ;- they prick and 


Fhime, but withal there is nothing weaker," nor leſs 


Aolid. | 
2935 If ever thou inclineſt to wedlock, I would 
have 'thce underſtand, and conſider, that to com- 
Pleat a true and happy marriage, a concurrence of 
many things are required, as virtuous inclinations, 
hearty love, and true liking ; ſo that they may be 
both of the ſame mind, and both have one and the 
fame intereſt and concern: and to make up this, 
there ſhould be a ſuitable agreement in age, hu- 
mours, breeding, as well as — families, and 
fortune. 


2936 Becauſe 


ſe 


TT 


2936 Becauſe it works better, when any thing 
ſeems to be gotten from thee by queſtion, than: if 
thou offeredſt it thyſelf; thou may ſt lay a bait for 
a-queſtion, by ſnewing another viſage and coun- 
tenanee than thou waſt wont; to the end to give 
occaſion for the party to aſk what the matter is of 
the change: as Nehemiah did. I bad ny w_ 
that time been. ſad before the king. 

2937 Give good hearing to thoſe chat, give the 
firſt information in buſineſs; and rather direct 


them in the beginning than interrupt them in the 
continuance of their ſpeeches: for he chat is put 


out of his own: order, will go forward and back - 


ward, ande be more tedieus, while he waits upon 


his memory, than he would have been if he had 
gone on in his on courſe. 


2938 If thou canſt ſincerely part with all the 


world, in heart and reſolution, thou haſt got poſ- 


ſeſſion of a thing which was never thine before, 


and is the greateſt riches upon earth: I mean 


thyſelf. It is thy duty to take thy heart wholly 
out of the hands of the world; to let nothing 
claim ſuch an intereſt in thy affections, that it 
mould ſay, I am thine, and thou art mine. 
2939 Be not careleſs in matters even of ſmall 


account in thy common life: *tis to the virtues 
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| and errors of our uſual converſation, and ordinary 


deportment, that we owe both our. enemies and 
friends, our good-or bad characters abroad, our 


domeſtic peace, and troubles, and in a high de- 


gree, the r N and ee of our 


minds. 


2940 If thou pitieſt the poor without ierten 


them, thou doſt no good to others; but ſinneſt 


agaĩinſt conſcience, by not ſuccouring thoſe that 
thou art ſenſible need and deſerve it. If thou 


relieveſt the poor without pitying them, thou 


doſt no good to thyſelf: but ſinneſt againſt thy 


on intereſt, parting with thy money, and yet 


loſing thy reward, and ee TG but a-vain 
and tranſitory fame. | 

2941 Thou haſt nicks n hows nor the 
cuſtoms, and ſo haſt no right. to reform them. 
Every one in particular has his own ſenſe, and his 
own conduct; and every nation has its proper 
cuſtoms. And it is thy duty, to conform thyſelf 
to thoſe of thy own country; it being more rea- 
ſonable that thou ſhouldeſt comply with many, 
than to expect that many ſhould comply with 
ſingle thee, 

2942 Thou art not as thou Hhouldeſt be, till 


thy religion be natural to thee, till thou acteſt out 
55 | . of 


1 r 1 


of choice, and freely; whereas, if thou art reli- 
gious from external motives only, from fear that 
if thou neglecteſt it thou ſhalt be puniſhed 3 Nay, 


or from hope merely, that if thou art religious, 


thou ſhalt be rewarded, thou art yet but in the 
loweft form of religion. 8 1 

2943 Sometimes, and in ſome ſors of ek 
vu be refined policy to give before the ſer- 
vice done; for by ſo doing thou transformeſt that 


into a favour which would have been afterwards a 


due debt, and ſo he that would have deſerved to 
be rewarded, would be W to a thankful 
Pao r | 

2944 If thy life be full of vexations and trou- 
blew, blame not Ptovidence, but thyſelf ; for if 
thou examineſt -rightly, thou wilt find, that the 
far greateſt part of man's troubles ariſe as from 
his own folly and fin in general; fo in particular, 


from inordinate affection, irregular appetite, and 


unreaſonable deſires; from malicious hatred, ve- 
hement anger, want of charity, &c. 4 
2945 Let not an honourable poſt, or any 


acquired title or dignity, make thee -vain and in- 
ſolent. Oſtentation and pride, upon the ſole 
account of honour, is much more offenſive, than 


_ 2 qualifications. Men will think, 
K 3 thou 
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thou deſerveſt not great places, when thou canſt 
value thyſelf upon them. If thou wouldeſt be 


truly valued; the e n e ae 
good. 


2946 Though a good name be a ges ehingy 
and gives a man many advantages in the world; 


yet reputation ( ſingly conſidered) would not be ſo 
highly valued; if we did but conſider how very un- 


juſt men are, both in giving and taking it away 
again. As to thy part, be thou ſure to deſerve it 
by doing well; and when that care is — 
be not over anxious about the ſuceeſs. | 
2947 If thou wouldeſt know: what gives the 
occation to all the complaints we hear againſt 


human life, it is this: The love of ourſelves in- 


clines us to look upon all the pleaſures and happi- 


neſſes of life, as things that we have a right to 


call our's; and upon ail the evils and calamities, 
as things foreign and unnatural, and ſuch as are 


wrongs and hardſhips upon us. 


2948 Thou may'ſt ſay many. — * 


here a juſt occaſion requires it zz but thou muſt 
uſe no reviling: and this is the true art of 
chiding, the propereſt ſtyle: wherein thou muſt 


uſe to reprove. If thou doſt it with malice and 


. and contempt, tis miſbecoming, even 
though 


15 ug 


though thou deſpaireſt of doing good; but if thou 
hopeſt for any good effect, thou art like nn | 
it that way. | 

2949 Lo mind and regard a chief end; a 
by all means to promote it, is true wiſdom; and 
this regard to thy chief end muſt; expreſs itſelf 
in theſe particulars: — In thy being firmly fixed 
and reſolved upon it; in chooſing the fitteſt 
means for compoſing and accompliſhing of it; 
in a diligent uſe of theſe means in an invinceable 
conſtancy, and perſeverance in the promotion of 
it, and in mis all things ſubmit and Loop 
to- it. 

2950- Conſider what uſe thou canſt make of a 
gift; and when thou intendeſt not to give gratis, 
look out what honeſt cireumſtance may befit thee, 
and ſtand at terms with the deſire while thou 
ſeeſt it fervent. This is to put off ware at the 
beſt. hand; and he is a cunning tradeſman that 
knows ho to raiſe his rate in a quick market. 

2951 Reſolve thus with thyſelf: —I will not 
proyoke, becauſe I will leave nobody leſs himſelf 
than I found him; he ſhall not be the worſe. for 
my company and acquaintance. And T will not 

be provoked, becauſe I will not diforder myſelf, 
| | K 4 nor 
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nor loſe the compoſure of my on mind, than 
which nothing without me can be ſo valuable. 
2052 If thou wouldeſt not have any grow too 
familiar and inſolent upon thy favour, beſtow 
them without taking much notice, in a kind of 
neglect and inadvertency; or elſe in pretence of 
indignation, which thing a witty diſſembling will 
help. And this is to be a friend in the perſon of 
an adverſary, a ſheep in wolve's cloathing. 
2953 Be kind to thoſe that are ſerviceable to 
thee; eſpecially if thou findeſt they are of a grate- 
ful temper: for what goes from thee thus ues 
but like a vapour from the earth, to fall back from 


by it, becauſe' thou wanteſt what he can 1 
and he what thou canſt ſpare. * 

2954 To ſee men in public is not the way 
to know them; for on ſuch occaſions, there is 
ſcarce any thing ſaid or done, but about. indif- 
ferent matters, and ſuch as are prepared with art. 
The great buſineſs is to converſe with them in 
private, to draw from them the bottom of their 
ſouls, all the ſecret ſprings that lie concealed 


their maxims. 
2955 J 


thee with advantage: and both of you may get 


there, to handle them on every nde, and to ſound 
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2955 I do not adviſe thee to take a man that is 


low in the world into a fixed friendſhip; he can- 
not ſupply thy wants, and thou art bound to 
ſupply his. But if the virtues: of his poverty be 
worthy to be known, be his acquaintance, but not 


his intimate friend; ſo ſhall thy liberality come 
voluntarily from thee, and not be exacted: and 


beſides, leſs ſerves in W. than what i is com- 


manded by friendſhip. 1 
2956 We never fail to be Brahe to ourkclves 


by too long and too ſerĩous a commerce with our 
own Aan If thou intendeſt to lire HAPPY 


C&S *- 


chew muſt often dent” as it were 2 thyſelf, 


and amidſt the pleaſures which exterior objects 


_ furniſh thee with, ſteal from the e of. thy 
own miſeries. 5 


2957 Be careful not only of the matter thou 


 offereſt, but alſo of the manner thou delivereſt it 
in: for three words, when ſpoken with a plea- 


ſant and obliging countenance, gain more than 
twenty otherwiſe uttered. There is a manner of 
ſpeaking things that makes men judge they come 
from the heart, a that the tongue is a faithful 


' interpreter, 


K 5 - 2958 In 


2958 In treating e of: huflnen, if 
thou appenteſt too ſfry and ſeerek, chey win be fo 
to thee, and the affair will proctet Nowly, and 
with 6bſtatles : but, on the contrary, if thou uſeſt 
an open way of ſpeaking (when it may ſafely be 
done), they will be frank alſo; and thereby thou 
Malt draw out diſcoveries. 

2659 Keep a watchful eye upon one thou haſt 
had a difference with. In good earneſt it would 
Be # rarity worth the ſeeing, could any ore ſhew. 


us ſuch à thing as a perfectly teconeiled enemy. 


Aceofding to the common ways of the world, thou 
may'ſt xs well expect to make the Devil himfelf a 
true friend, as an To that has Don the firſt 
Blow. 
- 2960 Belng there are a few thut can endure 
Awithout being nettled) to have themſelves freely 
cenſured, I warn thee to take it Kindly, acknow- 
tedging that thoſe who venture upon ſo hazardous 
an undettaking, manifeſt a fingular effect of kind- 
neſs and friendſhip: for to attempt to make us 
ſmart, and to offend us for our good, that bs fincere 
love indeed. 
15961 Manage thy affairs with hope and Sagi 
for fear and backwardneſs in buſineſs ſecure thee 


not from the perils that cauſe them, but often lay 
| | thee 


* 


touch 


witho 
to be 

menta 
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for un 


refined 


lee 


TI: J].. 
thee moto oꝑen to them. Howſoever they diſable 
exceedingly, and for the mat * N 
n and ſhame. 

2962 Say to thyſelf, This * my tink Nu 
intend this by the grace of God I will ſtand to. 


I will: fram henceforth ſubmit to my duty, how 
difficult ſoever it be, and diſcharge all thoſe baſe, 
miſchievous luſts —— whattam poaticnly fabugr 


aflault me. 


296g, If thou canſt refle&t upon thy ations 
with ſatisfaction and complacency, thou may ſt 
look all the world in the face, as knowing, the 
more curiouſſy thou art watched, and the more 
exactly thou art ſcanned, the more highly ſhalt 


thou be eſteemed by all that are wiſe and good. 


2964 When thou worſhippeſt God, thou muſt 
approach him with a pure and humble mind; with 


a a will inſpired with divine affections, and thy foul 
touched with an over-awing ſenſe of his majeſty: 
without theſe, he accounts all aur bodily adorations 


to be nothing but demure ſcorns and compli- 
mental mockeries. 


2965 Platter not thyſelf with vain expectations 


of heaven upon the account of thy bodily religion; 


for unleſs thy nature be changed, and thy mind 
refined and bettered by it, thou may'lt as well lay 
K6 claim 
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claim to heaven, becauſe thou eateſt, and drinkeſt, 


and fleepeſt, as becauſe e 42 and 


receiveſt the ſacrament. 


e noe Aid u i ottetn Get the 
S — thou art employed be ſomething 


concealed from thee; but be content to know no 
more of the buſineſs than they think fit to impart; 


and deſire not that thy knowledge ſhould exceed 


or ſtrain thy word. If thou muſt ſerve for an in- 
ſtrument of deceit, let it be at leaſt With: a ſafe 
conſcience. 


2967 If thou e RY aan; this Wen 


as well know evil that thou may'ſt eſchew it, 
as good that thou may*ſt embrace it. And this 
knowledge thou canſt have neither ſo cheap nor 
Io certain, as by ſeeing it in others with approba- 
tion or diſlike. If thou couldeſt paſs the world 


without meeting vice, then the knowing of virtue 


only were ſufficient. Thou art happy when thou 
makeſt other men's vices 888 for thee to mount 
to heaven by. A 

2968 Thou wilt be got up to a kigh form in 


- philoſophy, when thou canſt patiently ſit by and 


hear, without concern, the ſenſeleſs ſtuff that pre- 
tenders to philoſophy and learning pride themſelves 
in, and torture the company with, concerning 

| matters. 


matte 
thous 


29 
his 3j 


Amer 


Fort 
creaſe 
Noth 
this v 
more. 


29 


comn 


can o 


nothi. 


or ſla 


conſic 
thou 


297 
they t 
uſuall 
tience 


comp 


inflict 
29 


very 


vivaci 


„„ "JE þ 


matters they know little of, and perhaps never 
thought of before. 

2969 Canſt thou imagine, chat when God ſeiids 
his judgments down, thou canſt reſiſt them. 
Amend thy life if thou deſireſt to be revenged of 
Fortune, and be proof againſt all her darts. In- 
creaſe in virtue if thou wouldeſt be in vulnerable. 

Nothing but a good life can make thee happy in 
this world, and "_ wiken this wares: n be no 

more. 

2970 1 220 have n e perfectly e 

common fame, and the cenſure of the people. It 
can operate no further than thou makeſt it; and 

nothing but an unmaſculine timerouſneſs in thee, 
or ſlaviſh ambition of popularity can render it 
conſiderable. If thou valueſt thyſelf from abroad, 
thou muſt be the cheapeſt thing alive. | 
2971 Make not loud outcries of injuries, when 
they tend nothing to thy redreſs of them. This is 
uſually a liberty aſſumed rather by rage and impa- 
tience, than authoriſed by juſtice. Nay, often the 
complainer is the moſt injurious en for he 
inflits more than he ſuffers. 

2972 Fine expreſſions are indeed many times 
very well received, and betoken a livelineſs and 
vivacity of mind; but * an eloquence of the 
imagi- 


* : * 
* N 
%. * 
4 . 


imaginations, and true eloquenee proceeding from 
the judgment, it is neither to be judicious nor 
eloquent, if thou pileſt up a medley, of rhetorical 


flowers, and ſtreweſt them n into thy 


diſcourſes or writings, - 


20973 If in company Fon ſpeakeſt * a 
wittily without reflection, envy, malice, and ill 


repreſentation, people will be ſo far from taking 
ſnuff at it, that they will be pleaſed: for innocent 
gaiety being almoſt an infallible mark of a good 


nature and a generous mind, readers the perſon 


who uſes it, grateful. in m andears 


him e. 1 


faces, nor without reaſon : ſuch will ſometimes 
de no leſs offended by falſe and undeſerved 


praiſes, than by calumniating imputations : for 
fince none but fools delight in flat flatteries, and 
flaring untruths ſpoken to. their advantage, how 
can they take it 9 to be W of this 
number. 


2975 Provide 1 and reſiſt, the 88 


of evil; for thoſe diſorders whieh are at firſt but 
little, ther ſtrength in tract of time, and per- 
haps may grow irremediable : but when the evil 
doth exceed power of reſiſtance, it is beſt, by 
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timeing and diſereet waiting, to expect opportunĩ- 
ties ; for e _ RO Ne n re- 


volutioſss. 

2976 Loot it not enter tw thy dhoophiny tae 
thou canſt demean thyſelf with ſuch circumſpec- 
tion, as to ſatisfy and pleaſe all. This is what no- 


dody can do; becauſe men's minds are by nature 


inſatiable, upon every accident changing opinion, 


always diſliking the preſent, nen OA. 
of eupectation and hope. 


2977 Nothing is more e. ande — 


than death; and yet becauſe it happens to parti 


eulars but once, and there is no knowing it twice, 


nothing is ſo ſtrange and terrible to us: therefore 
it will be thy great wiſdom to pretermit no occa- 
ſion that may familiarize it to thee. This will be 
a means to take away its naſe * miti- 


gate its terror. { 

2978 Avoid being bee in lnb a 
ſtubborn in thy reſolution. It is ſeldom or never 
ſeen, that a peremptory man either riſeth in 


| honour or encreaſeth in wealth: for eminency 


in either of both theſe is attained unto by many 
circumſtances, and many helps and counſels. Fo or 
one man's labour n do no great Work. 


2979 If 
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2979 If thou often weigheſt thy actions to- 


wards others, and with what affections and views 
thou didſt them, thou wilt be the better able to 
conceive of other men's intentions towards thee 
in their dealings and doings. If thou art always 
expecting that all others ſhould court thy intereſt, 


pray conſider how thou behaveſt 2 8 ande | 


Sec 7.11 


2980 It is impofüble to a cſs e ithe 


Seed of human life; they ate as natural as the 
wind and the rain. All that thou canſt do is, by 
-a' prudent and dexterous management of contin- 


gencies, to keep thyſelf out of troubles as well as 


thou canſt, and to wind el out of them with 


all thy power. 7 
2981 If Won a n an invifſerence to all 


Shi idle cenſures of men, thou wilt be diſturbed in 


all thy tranſactions; it being ſcarce poſſible to do 
any thing, but there will be deſcants made on it. 


Thou muſt ſuſpend even the, neceſſary actions of 


common life, if thou wilt not venture them 8 the 
being gehe by others. LINE: 
2982 Let not thy ſervices and wikes be great 


and ſeldom, but ſmall and frequent; for ſuch is 


the nature of men commonly, that the laſt benefit 


is clean loſt if there be no 2 of receiving any 
more: 
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great, yet one thing denied doth ſolely poſſeſs the 


memory, and all thy former favours are N 
in forgetfulneſs. on: | 25 
2983 In doing buſineſs, apply thy thoughts 
and mind ſeriouſly to it; but be not too eager, 
nor paſſionately engage thy affections in it, nor 
promiſe thyſelf certain ſucceſs. By this means 
thou wilt have thy underſtanding clear, and 
not de much diſturbed if thou miſearrieſt; 
which thou muſt make account wn often happen 
to thee. SOT 
22984 Set a continual watch upon thyſelf, left 
thou be at any time ſurprized unawares. As ſud- 
den paſſions are moſt violent, fo ſudden tempta- 
tions are moſt dangerous. For while the ſenſes 
are ſet upon by unthought-of- objects, reaſon 


wants time to call a council to determine how to 
reſiſt the aſſault. 1 | 
20985 Even modeſty hath its evils and extremes. 


Something of confidence is required to con- 


ſtancy. Do not therefore diſparage thy own pru- 


dence ſo much, as to ſteer after every pretended * 
mariner's direction, but purſue the directions and 
methods of thy own reaſon. Let others do as they 


pleaſe, do thou act according to the dictates of thy 


own 


De 20 Nee K 3 * ITO 
DE ((c OST a vo cc * Y 8 * OF 
K 5 * r * * » voy 7 3 - E »'Y 3 2 5 IR 5 2 a 8 # mY 
Er e 95 a 8 Ne. un b 2 : . PP . 8 
Uh wel Ls, * ? . * A N. WW.» « IE 5 ve OE ert., WW ene eee Sa ' a "< 4 Weg 4's 
- 9 RY 


n — 1 
11 N 
bees #1 ant. . — nr 
Dy RE WF 3 . FEY 8 
. To eo 


* 
"a 
Be 
I 
: 8 
R 
e I 
4 28 
* o 
rs 5 4 
* 
* 


. 
74 * PE; 


9 ts N = ELM - ol SOLE PE , 5 * 3 12 4 W - 2 * 
9 7 1 2 r — 5 * 2 EG * 4 4 EYE „ . U 2 F 4 ie » a 
g * EI Sr one pp ps ELLEN LINED OY 9 . F Le ET ES + xl" gle n 2 2 : 

/ 6 c 2 r en . 4: * _ 4: He, DM, + * —— t . FFI 
| - * e 2 * 3 >: 477 FER £4 : 1 af r a 
5 U Ay OE — "RI — 1 * l 
2 "RR . A . * p OREN RA 
ws r 4 ) — 


L 

&'Y 
8 
E 


2 
oer ee — 


r © a 
* 


ä 


MES. + 210 ] 


own „ep, and take heed of: being Gals. 


— 


condemnec. 


2986 See has thou be Fa a Seine of ſome- 


thing ; and be ever aſhamed to catch thyſelf idle, 


The idle man is content to anticipate death, by 
being out of motion; but high ſouls; like the 
heaven they come-from, move continually, and are 
incapable of reſt, until they reſt there. | 
2987 In telling of news, affect not to excel thy 


auditory much in matter of intelligence and pene- 


tration, and thereupon to inſinuate a ſuperiority 


of thy underſtanding, and a right of giving them 


thy notions: perhaps they may deſpiſe their pert 
maſter, and not mind what thou ſayeſt. Neither 
utter ĩt with great earneſtneſs and congern: per- 
haps they may be of another party, and will not 
believe it. 

2988 Avaid ſuch company as 3 
but trifles, follies, vanity, and pleaſures; whoſe 


Whole. converſation runs upon divertiſements of 


the world, upon the falſe reaſonings of the intereſt 
of, princes, and matters that concern us no 


more than the tranſactions of the moon do: ſuch 
take away, thy precious time, and give: nothing 


for. it. 
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recreation, net a buſineſs. of life, and therefore 
ſhould have but its times. Remember always to 
carry wiſdom along with thee into it, and then 
thou may'ſt take in whatever ſweets and pleaſures 
thoſꝭ canſt. Exhilarate and inform one another; 
but let pride, - jealouſy, and envy be kept. out. 
Take care about criticiſm and eee and 
utterly; daniſn ſcandal and quarrel. 

2990 Thou oughteſt neither inſolently to vaunt 
of any thing thou haſt or art, nor yet to ſpeak con- 
temptibly of thyſelf; for by the former thou 
reproacheſt others with their defects, and that is 
ungenteel; and by the latter thou ſeemeſt to 
villify their underſtanding, and to jec their virtues, 
and that is unjuſt and injurious. 

2991 Delight not thyſelf with lampoons, Sn 


and jeſts; they are for the moſt part unprofitable, 
and not to be endured; they are viands which 


are pleaſing to the taſte, but never to be digeſted.; 
and whatever pleaſure they procure at firſt, the 
reflection that follows is rarely favourable: to the 
author. 

2992 Take heart, and hruſt thyſelf FEY in 
company that will bear it; and reſolve to ſpeak 
and act well in ſpite-of thoſe that do ill; whoſe 

FO vice 


1 142 J 
vice ſet againſt thy virtue will tender it the more 
conſpicuous and excellent, and thou: wilt then 
feel inward joy to ſee thy virtue hath won the 
victory in the combat, thou perſiſting in A _ 
neſs 1 in the midſt of their naughtineſs. 

2993 If ever thou comeſt to have children, 
there will be occaſion” for all thy witdom and 
diſcretion to manage them di fferently, according 
as their ſeveral natures and geniuſes © require. 
Some may be ſuch, that if thou alloweſt them 
much liberty, thou wilt thereby but put weapons 
into their _—_ to bs pe boch thes and 
"themſelves. - Gref 


20994 Others may dans ſuch a de that Ir 


thou beareſt heavy upon them, and*keepeſt them 
| in continual fear, thou wilt dull their wits, and 
depreſs their natural vigour in ſuch a ſort, that 


there will be no mettle left in them; and thereby 


fearing always to fail in theſe doings, they will 
never but fail in them; and coming into: any 
company; they know neither which way to look, 
nor what to do. Moreover, by ſuch auſterity, a 
parent can never come to know his child, nor 
judge what manner of life he is naturally fit for. 
Add to this, ſuch bene eee, of gd a ſon 
& hate his 88 and wiſh him dead. 
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2995 When a ſon, is come to man's eſtate, put 
him up in the world, and allow him part of thy 
ſubſtance, according to thy prudence and ability; 3 


for when ſuch a one is driven to ſtay for a rea- 
ſonable portion a long time, till his father be dead, 


he maketh account he hath his inheritance at 


Death's hand, not of his father's hand; who 


would have kept it always if he could, and fo 
he never thanks him for it. 

2996 If it happen that thou art MEAT 
with anger, it is to be wiſhed thou hadſt a 
looking-glaſs before thy eyes, thou wouldeſt then 
find thyſelf ſo deformed, and different from what 
thou wert, that the ſight of this ugly change 
would be likely to make thee more moderate 
upon ſuch occaſions, and thou wouldeſt have 
ſuch an idea of this paſyon as might probably 
cure thee. 

2997 If thou ſheweſt chyſelf ur e in 
making choice of thy common acquaintance, others 
will be the ſame to thee, If thou art exact in 
requiring ſo many good qualities in aſſociates, 
they will look that thou ſhouldeſt have the like. 
It is better not to be ſo ſqueamiſhly nice in thy 
choice : where dainties are not to be had, be con- 
tent with common fare. | 8 
| 2998 Set 
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5 3761 Set not too great a value upon che eſteem 


of men and their praiſes, for in this they are very 
capricious. The true reward of à good action is, 


that thy conſcience tells thee it was well done, or 


at leaſt well meant; the reft depends upon the 
mind and intereſt of thoſe it relates to. One will 
fee it by a falſe light, another ſees it as it is, but 
perhaps * envy will not prep of it * 
ought. | 

2999 Tf once thou piveſt up thyſelf 6e Walen 
and ridicule, and it be known that thou makeſt it 
all thy deſign and all thy aim to paſs for a wit 
and a joker, and to divert thyſelf at other men's 
coſts, thou wilt Joſe the benevolence of thy friends, 
and the eſteem of all, and ſhalt be ranked in the 
claſs of monkeys, who ſeem to be made for 
nothing but mirth and miſchief, | 
3ooo With common friends go always with 


bridle in hand, that is to ſay, uſe great prudence 


and caution with thoſe whom the world, or they 
themſelves call thy friends. Theſe manner of 
friendſhips are never ſo well linked together, but 
that they may be eaſily broken; therefore it is 
good that thou take ſuch meaſures with them as if 
thou foreſaweſt there would be a rupture. 


3001 After 


& © 


3001 
merry 1 
of it, bi 
and one 
prefent, 
art gor 
ſure th: 


| thee, O! 


3007 
never |] 
thyſelf. 
ſpeak « 
others 
ſelf in 
conver! 
in this 
receive 


thee kr 
clothes 
be ſure 
feather 
thou 2 


- 


L215 1 


3001 After thou haſt railed” and made thyſelf 


merry in a company, thou art no ſooner gone out 
of it; but they will examine thee from head to foot: 
and one that has not ſpoke a word while thou wert 
preſent, will tear thee with his teeth when thou 
art gone; and in the mean time thou may'ſt be 
ſure that none will take thy part, none will excuſe 
thee, or be forry for thee. 

3002 Do not love to hear thyſelf talk; and 
never put much value upon what thou ſpeakeſt 


thyſelf. To interrupt others is ill manners: to 


ſpeak continually is indiſcretion; but to give 
others opportunity to ſpeak, and to ſpeak thy- 
ſelf in turn, is to do like thoſe that underſtandto 
converſe in the world. If thou art conſtant 
in this mean, rn wilt be acceptable and well 
received. 

3003 Let thy clothes be rather comely than 
coſtly. A gentleman ſhould have more in his 
pocket than on his back. Vet till thy deſerts make 
thee known, the outſide will ſet thee forth, and thy 


clothes gain thee credit in the world's eye. But 


be ſure think not the better of thyſelf for thy fine 


feathers. It is much more for thy honour that 


thou grace ** than they thee. | 
| . 3004 If 
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3004 If a huſband Sula have peace and quiet 


at home, let him not ſtand too much upon ſupe- 
riority. Some things belong moſt to the huſband, 


and ſome again to the wife. Each of them ought 


to govern in their proper province: and if ſupe- 
riority be thus moderated and uſed, it is s probable 
it may never come to a diſpute. 

3005 Pleaſe not thyſelf with barely thinking 
that thy notions are juſt, and thy intentions good; 
for things go not for what they really are, but 


for what they appear. To know how to do, and 


to know how to ſhew it, is a different knowledge. 
What is not ſeen, is as if it had no being. Reaſon 
Itſelf loſes its HO. 1 it doth not appear 
to be ſo. 

i 3006 Thou muſt not be o ſingular as wholly 
to flight the faſhion, though it be never ſo odd. 


When all the world falls into a fault nobody can 


be blamed: and how extravagant ſoever a mode 
may be, thou wouldeſt be ſtill more extravagant 
if thou refuſeſt to comply with it; and alone 
wouldeſt offer to withſtand the W conſent of 
thy country. 

3007 To praiſe thyſelf can neyer be decent, 
2 it be in rare caſes: but thy office or pro- 
. feſſion thou may'|t praiſe with good act, and 
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with a kind of magnanimity. Yet there is a way 
of ſending forth praiſe and catching it again for 


thyſelf, by being liberal of praiſe and commenda- 


tion of others, for that wherein thou thyſelf ha haſt a 
remarkable perfection. 


3008 Let the morning and noon of thy life be 
ſpent in the acquiring virtue, honour, knowledge, 


and good-humour; and then in the evening, thou 


wilt have no reaſon to complain of the loſs of 
youth and beauty, Time will do thee no other 
injury than it does ſtatues, medals, and pictures, 
whoſe price and value is enhanced by their 
antiquity. 

3009 This thou may'ſt make uſe of as a touch- 


ſtone to try thy affections by, whether they are 
earthly or heavenly — If thou examineſt thyſelf 


whether thou canſt rather condemn, deny, and 


part with thy worldly riches and ſtate, than ven- 


ture upon any thing that thou believeſt to be diſ- 


pleaſing to God, or omit ought which thow | 
apprehendeſt to be thy indiſpenſible duty. 
3010 Be nor like thoſe who are fo impatient 


to hear any ſpeak out their mind, that they un- 
mannerly break in and interrupt them, before they 


know the true. ſenſe of what is intended further to 


be uttered; and ſo by this means they neither 
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hear, nor are heard, but ſenſeleſsly eds, This 


is a mighty failing; but do thou bring along with 
thee a modeſt and a patient attention, and that 


will make whatever - is beneficial in diſcourſe - 


thy own. 

3011 When thou thinkeſt people. under a 
miſtake, be not over eager to ſet them right; for 
many times contentions would cool into nothing 


-at all, if but one party only. ſpoke ; but if thou 


laboureſt to convince them of errors, and ſo 


both come to argument, then heat follows ; 


and, that which was but a ſpark at firſt, and might 
eaſily have gone out, is 'thus blown up into a 
raging flame. 

3012 When trouble and misfortune 8 
be not impatient and querulous, but thank God 
for the ſame: for if thou thinkeſt rightly, thou 
wilt know that the want of miſeries would prove 
deſireable; for the mind, cloyed with continual 
felicity, would grow but a burthen to itſelf, 
loathing that at laſt which intermiſſion would 


© have made pleaſant. 


3013 Evils come never the ſooner for that 


thou lookeſt for them, but they will come the 


eaſter. It is a labour well loſt if they come not, 


and well beſtowed if they do come, We are ſure 
the 
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is the worſt may come; why ſhould we be ſure that 
th it will not? Suddenneſs finds weak minds ſecure, 
at makes them miſerable, leaves them deſperate: 
le - the beſt way therefore is, to make things pre- 
| ſent in conceit, before they come, that they 
a may be half paſt in their violence, when they do 
or come. 
E 3014 We are all weak and fabje&t to imper- 
ou fections, even the beſt of us: and if thou haſt not 
ſo the indulgence to pardon thy friends, and they 
83 the ſame to pardon thee, your friendſhip will laſt 
ht no longer than it can ſerve both your intereſts, 
a and both can find your account in it. And when 
thou breakeſt with thy friend, thy tongue will 
ns, make known what thou haſt a long time concealed 
od in thy heart. 
ou 3015 Thou art not peremptorily to avoid the a 
ve company of one of thy acquaintance, becauſe he 
ual is ſometimes humourſome and troubleſome, being 
elf, he may have his intervals. Of what uſe is 
uld thy reaſon and virtue, if thou makeſt not uſe 
of it upon occaſions? That man has faults, * 
hat but has good * alſo; pardon the one for 
the the other. 4 
ot, 3016 Be not ſo injurious to the ladies, as to 
ure imagine they come to church out of hypocriſy or 


the 1 vanity. 
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vanĩty. It cannot be denied that women are more 
ſincere and firm in their devotion than men; 
ſince in that occaſion where there was moſt 
affection to be ſhewed to God, there were found 
three Maries under the croſs, where there was 
but one diſciple, and he too denied him thrice. 

3017 If thou art a good man, and haſt taken 
care all thy life to pleaſe God, thou wilt have 
little more to do, when thou ſeeſt death approach- 


3 


ing, than to take leave of thy friends; to bleſs 


thy children; to ſupport and comfort thyſelf with 
the hopes of an immortal life and a glorious reſur- 
rection; and to reſign up thy ſpirit into the 
hands of God and of thy Saviour. 

3018 Let thy clothes he very good in their 
kind, but not fine and foppiſh. Gay clothes is 
the pride of children, and the weakeſt of women. 
The little ſoul that converſes no higher than the 
looking-glaſs; and a fantaſtic dreſs may help to 


make up the ſhew of the world, but muſt not be 


reckoned among the rational inhabitants of it; 
ſerving only as pictures, images, ornaments to the 
ſtage, and not to the actors in it. 
3019 Of the evils of life, never take more to 
thy ſhare than are really thy own : decline, if 


thou _ an evil YE in thy way, as thou doſt 
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a buſtle or fray, by paſſing on the other ſide of 
the ſtreet. Never ſplit upon a rock if thou 


' haſt ſea-room enough: and as a little diſtance of 


place, ſo a little diſtance of time may ſerve thy 
turn, to make thee reckon ſuch evils as none of 
thine. bind | | 
3020 All the ee of time, changes in 
nature, varieties, accidents, and contingents, preach 
thy funeral ſermon; and call thee to obſerve how 
the old ſexton Time throws up the earth, and digs a 
grave where thou muſt lay thy fins and thy ſor- 


rows, and ſow thy body, till it ſpring __ in a 
happy or intolerable eternity. 


3021 While the vigour of thy mind and 


health of thy body continue unbroken, if thou 


doſt not provide ſome: employment that may en- 


tertain * thee, thou ſhalt weary out thyſelf with 
fruitleſs deſires and vain attempts, after thy 
wonted objects; and ſo that ſtrength. and vi- 


vacity of nature, which ſhould render thy ſtate 


more comfortable, would make it much more in- 
toler able. 
3022 Nothing is truly fine but what is fit; a 


juſt ſo much as is proper for thy circumſtances, is 


much finer than all thou canſt add' to it. When 
thou once breakeſt through theſe bounds, thou 
L 3 1 launcheſt 
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Jauncheſt out into a wide ſea of extravagance ; and 


then every thing will become neceſſary, becauſe 
thou haſt a mind to it; and thou haſt a mind to 
it, not becauſe it is fit for thee, but becauſe * 
body elſe hath it. . 


3023 All human actions and affairs are liable 


to dangers and difafters ; but evermore endeavour 
thou to ſupport thyſelf with courage and hope 
for whatſoever may happen, may -not happen-for 
ought thou canſt tell; and upon ſome unfore- 
ſeen occaſion or other, many dangers become none 
at all: many are ſtaved off by prudence and in- 
| duſtry, and many are weathered out wg n 
and equanimity. 
233024 It is an ill, as well as an imprudent 

thing, to continue in ſtrife, when thou canſt help 
it. If thou getteſt the victory, it may poſſibly ſa- 
tisfy thy mind; but thou then ſhalt have his 
malice, which may be of ill conſequence; ſo thy 
gain will be leſs than thy damage. If thou art 
overcome, then is the diſgrace thine, and the loſs; 
and though he retains not his n yet ſhalt 
thou not want his ſcorn. 

3025 Thou art not to account every one 
churliſh and unfriendly, that is ſelfiſſi and cove- 
tous; for it is unuſual to meet with thoſe that are 
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free of their words, who are cloſe of their coin, 
and will be very ready to do thee any piece of 


kindneſs; as to adviſe thee, or ſpeak for thee, 
when they had rather part from their blood, than 
let thee have a penny of their money. 

3026 Thou art ſubject to be melancholy and 
thoughtful, and thoſe thoughts rack thy ſoul with 


anguiſh : I adviſe thee not to fly from them, as 
generally men do; neither ſeek to drown them in 


wine, or chace them away with ſociable divertiſe- 
ments; but bid them battle, oppoſe thoughts 
againſt thoughts, and with the dint of reaſon 
ſubdue the peeviſh humour. 

3027 When evil ſurprizeth thee, thou com- 
monly art affrighted by beholding it in its groſs 
bulk, and thy ſpirits are aſtoniſhed at an infinite 
bugbear; but if thou takeſt a more particular 
ſurvey of the dreadful object, anatomizeſt and 
vieweſt it piece by piece, thou wilt find, that the 


greateſt part of what diſmayed thee, had no other 


exiſtence than in thy own imagination. 
3028 I would have thee know this—that a nay 


of ſome is better received than a yea of others ; 


becauſe a nay ſeaſoned with civility, gives greater 
contentment than a yea with a bad grace, Thou 


muſt not - refuſe point blank, but make thy de- 
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nial to be taken down by little ſips; nor muſt 
thou refuſe all things neither, leſt thou put people 
into deſpair; but on the contrary, leave always a 
remnant of hope to ſweeten the bitterneſs of 
a denial. . | 
3029 Such is human life, that thou wilt often- 
times have need of all the moral virtues ; but 
the virtue of patience, above all others, and at all 
hours, is moſt neceſſary: for ſo many imbecili- 
ties and infelicities we are liable to, that if 


thou accuſtomeſt not thyſelf to receive and ſuffer 


them, as thou doſt to eat and drink, thou ſhalt. 
aſſuredly find conſtant trouble inſtead of true tran- 
quillity. 6 

3030 It is not external things that wound thee, 
but the wrong notion that thou haſt of them. 
Thy own miſtaken conceits do thee the moſt 
hurt. No man grows pale with fear, or perplexed 
with anguiſh, but he that paſſionately would avoid 
or obtain that which is not in his power. Mind 
thou thy duty, and let not thy paſſions go out of 
thy own ſphere; ſo ſhalt thou avoid all thoſe 
troubles which come from abroad, where man's 
Juriſdiction cannot reach. | 

3031 If thou liveſt not in a due regard. to God, 


nor according to nature, nor acteſt agreeably 
: to 
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to thy judgment and beſt-conſidered thoughts, 


thou canſt not be happy ; becauſe thou art un- 


quiet and' diſtreſſed with thoughts that contradict 


and condemn thy actions: whereas if thou wert 


a religious, virtuous, honeſt man, thou wouldeſt | 


have a peaceable mind and a quiet conſcience ; ; 
and if thou haſt this, whatever thy other cir- 


cumſtances may be, thy condition canhot vs: . 


very ill. . 
3032 Thy work in this world is, to maintain 


the juſt authority and ſovereignty of reaſon againſt 
the aſſaults of rude, intemperate, and boiſterous 
paſſions; and ſo to tame that unruly beaſt the 


body (which by the Divine Providence is tied toour 


fouls in this ſtate) that it may not be a conſtant 


temptation and provocation. to our mind ; but 
that it be * in ſubjection and ſubſeryiency to- 
the ſoul. 

2033 It will be matter of {kill and addreſs, 
when thou canſt not honeſtly compaſs what thou 
wouldeſt, to appear eaſy and indifferent upon all 


repulſes and diſappointments z beſides, it improves 
all thy diſappointments into providences, when 


thou canſt let fall the vain deſires of any ching, 
without much feeling the loſs of it. 


Ls 3034 If 
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| 30 24 If thou art falſe or cruel, covetous ' or 
luſtful, like a Turk or a Few, it matters little 


"what. thou calleſt thyſelf. He is not a' Chriſtian 
that is one outwardly, but he that has ſomething 
of the ſame mind and ſpirit that was in Chriſt. 
God will not at the laſt day judge of men by 
their riames and titles, but by their hearts and 
lives; only it will go worſe with a man that calls 
himſelf a Chr: Mian, and yet lives like a Heathen or 
Tnfidel. 
3ozs Till chou art perſuaded to flop, and ſtep 
a little aſide out of the croud and hurry of the 
world, and calmly take a proſpect of things, it 
will be impoſſible for thee to make a right judg- 


ment of thyſelf, or know thy own miſery : but 
after thou haſt made a juſt reckoning (which re- 


tirement will help thee to) thou fhalt think the 


world in great meaſure mad, and that we have 


been in Bedlam all this while. 

3036 As he that doth not eat when he ſhould, 
may have no ſtomach when he is weak, but pre- 
ſently vomits up his food again; ſo if thou 
ſtudieſt not the art of patience, and prepareſt not 
thy mind before-hand, and takeſt not in grounds 
of conſolation, till thou art in troubles, and hait 

need of great comfort, thou will find thy ſoul 
| very 


"- 
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very impatient of remedies, and it will be irkſome 
to > thee but even to read ſuch things as ſhould 


3037 Take care not to offend. a man of | 


eminent quality, and one who has an advan- 
tage over thee; but take much more care not to 


have a difference with his friend. He may haply 
conceive, that it argues a certain meanneſs of 
ſpirit in him to revenge himſelf : but he thinks, 
that, as well his honour, as his duty, engage 
him to take ſatisfaction for the affront done his 
friend. | 
2038 If what is faid of thee be cunſonant to 

truth, entertain it as an advertiſement of great 
importance: if it be a falſhood, never be troubled 
at it; and aſſure thyſelf, that calumny will but 


augment thy reputation. It will be a glory to 


thee that thy enemy was forced to make uſe of 
detraction and impoſture, as having found 
nothing he could juſtly blame in thy demeanour 
and conduct, . 

3039 As an honeſt and innocent man doth 
know the puniſhments which the laws of his 
country denounces againſt felons, and murtherers, 
and traitors, without being terrified or concerned 
at them; ſo that if thou art a Chi i/tzan in truth, 

0 as 
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as well as in name, though thou believeſt the 


conſuming vengeance prepared for the diſobedient 


and unbelievers, thou wilt not be at all * 
at the apprehenſions of it. 


3040 Bear thyſelf freely, and 8 to thy 
own natural way in company. The exceſſive 


deſire of pleaſing goes along almoſt always with 


the apprehenſion of not being liked; and then, 


when theſe two paſſions meet, they cauſe great 


inequalities ; becauſe, if defire excites them, fear 
cools them ; when the one animates to ſpeak, 
the other keeps them ſilent; and thus, too much 
apprehenſion, as well as vanity, hinders grace- 
fulneſs. 5 

3041 Thou wert much better cons thy- 
felf in thyſelf, than in Cicero. Of the experience 
thou haſt of thyſelf thou may'ſt learn enough to 
make thee wiſe, if thou art but a good ſcholar. 
If thou calleſt to mind the exceſs of thy paſt 
anger, and to what a degree that fever tranſported 


thee, thou wilt ſee the deformity, and remember 
the turbulency of this paſſion better than thou 


canſt in Ariſtotle, and conceive a more juſt hatred 
againſt it. | 
3042 Fill every portion of time (as well as 


thou canſt) with ſomething that is not utterly 
uſeleſs. 
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. uſeleſs. The ordinary phraſe of paſtime, and 


paſſing away the time, repreſents the uſance of 


thoſe ſort of wiſe- people, who think they cannot 


have. a better account of their lives, than to let 
them run out and ſlide away; to paſs them over, 
and to baulk them; and, as much as they can, 


to take no notice of them, and to ſhun-them as a 


thing of troubleſome and contemptible quality. - 
3043 If thy enemy bear a noble mind, let his 
worth perſuade thee to an atonement ; for he that 
can be a worthy enemy, will, if reconciled, be a 
worthy friend. If he be unworthy, reconcile him 


too. Though there be nothing gained but ftilling 


a ſcandalous tongue, even that will be worth 
thy labour; but then be cautious, and uſe him 
as a friend only in outward fairneſs ; but ſtill 
beware of him as an enemy apt to reſume his 
arms. 245 

3044 Have a care of being too importunate. 
I have known denials that had never been given, 


but for the earneſtneſs of the requeſter. They 


teach the petitioned to be ſuſpicious, and ſuſpicion 
teaches him to hold and fortify. Beſides, people 


had rather ſeem to give, than to have it wrung 


from them as *twere by force; for then they think 
— _ all the thanks. 
3045 If 
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+. 3045 If thou contendeſt or diſcourſeſt in argu- 
ments, let it be only with wiſe and ſober men, 


of whom thou may'ſt learn by reaſoning, and 
not with ignorant perſons: for thou ſhalt 
thereby inſtruct thoſe that will not thank thee, 


and will utter what they have learned from thee 


for their own. But if thou knoweſt more than 
other men, ſpeak it when it may do thee credit, 


and not in aſſemblies of ignorant and common 
perſons. | 

2046 If thou 'art at any time tempted to pride 
and vain-glory, think with thyſelf what a poor 


ambition it is to be the chief man in a town. 


vrhat's a town to a ſhire ?—what's a ſhire to the 
whole iſland ?—-what's this iſland to Europe? 
what's Europe to the whole earth? what's the 
earth to a ftar ?-what's' that ſtar to heaven, and 
to the heaven of heavens ? —And ſo, by thy re- 
trogradation, how little, how nothing is this poor 
glory! 5 | 


piety and devotion, thou may'ſt make ſome 


judgment of it by this. If thou findeſt and feeleſt 


private religious duties pleaſant and comfortable 
to thee, thou may'ſt take this as an evidence that 


thou art fincere ; but when they are weariſome to 


thee, 


> 
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We; and a penance, it is a ſign that thy heart 
maketh fome refiftance ; and whilſt that laſteth, 
thou canſt never be ſecure of thyſelf, 


3048 The ſecret pleaſure and tranquillity of 


thy foul is more to be valued than all the laughter 
and extrayagant mirth in the world: Theſe only 
ruffle our paſſions, and raiſe a duſt in our eyes; 


whereas the other compoſe and purify our rea- 


fon, giving us a conſtant proſpe& of things paſt, 
- preſent, and to come; fo that we can never be at 
2 Toſs, but always really e for the worſt 


contingencies. 

3049 Let it be one of thy tendereſt concerns, 
and moſt conſcientious cautions, how thou pro- 
moteſt an ill report ; for moſt men have ſuch an 


aptneſs to entertain a ſineſter opinion of others, 
that they greedily draw in any ſuggeſtions of that 
kind; and one may as eaſily perſuade the thirſty 


earth to refund the water it hath ſucked into its 
veins, as them to depoſit a prejudice they have 

once taken up. ä 
3050 It is one of the worſt and moſt provoking 
injuries in the world, to take away a man's credit 
unjuſtly ; for there is implanted in every man's 
nature a great tenderneſs of reputation. Indeed it 
is that which gives an inferior ſort of immortality, 
and 
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and makes us men in this world ſurvive ourſelves. 
This part of us alone continues verdant in the 
grave, and yields a perfume, when we are ſtench 
and rottenneſs. ES 


81 1 recommend to thee if. Providence 
permit) a life of buſineſs in a middle ſtate; where- 


in thou may'ſt ſerve both thyſelf and the public, 
without ever aiming at great things: for though 
honours to an unconſidering perſon's view are 
dazzling and bewitching, yet to a nice conſiderer 
they are filled with danger, anxieties, and cares, 
ſetting us up for a common mark of envy and 
fortune. | 


3052 I have n "MA . by bade 
into the company of very filly, affected fellows, 


who thought themſelves full of ſcience z who ap- 
proved of nothing; who ſpake ſentences, and 
ſometimes explained Engliſb by Greek ; as he that 
gravely pronounced theſe words, It is with reaſon 
that we call a man @ little world, becauſe he is a 
© microcoſm. With ſuch 1 would have thee retain 


civility; bear with them; and laugh within 


thyſelf. 

3053 Tis as natural for the vulgar to inveigh 
againit generous fouls, as *tis for dogs to bark at 
the moon; yet that planet appears impaſhble, and, 
1 not 
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not being moved by the ſnarls of invidious animals, 
keeps on her heavenly courſe in majeſty and 
ſilence: ſo alſo, if thou art a foul truly noble, 


thou wilt condemn the cenſures of the inferior 


part of men; and never ſtop till thou arriveſt at 


the meridian and zenith of perfection. 


3054 Thy greateſt troubles are cauſed by thy 
ungoverned paſſions, and thy ill habits. To find 
eaſe of thoſe troubles, thou art not to ſeek it in 
pleaſures, honours, or great alliances: theſe reme- 
dies are not proper for the cure of ſuch evils. If 
thou entereſt into thyſelf, and makeſt a ſearch, 
perhaps thou wilt find there a ſeditious revolt, and 


a domeſtic war: thou wilt ſee all in tumults, and 
in arms; and thou wilt acknowledge thou haſt no 
greater enemies than within thyſelf. 


3055 We are all ſo cunning in diſguiſing our- 
ſelves, and ſo induſtrious in finding out means to 
appear what we are not, that an acquaintance of 


ſome weeks and months cannot give a full and 


true idea of what a man is. We ſuffer ourſelves 
to be impoſed upon by an obliging look or word; 
any ſmall favour done with a good grace often- 
times carries us too far; and moſt commonly we 
repent not, till it be too late. | 
3056 Na- 
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3056 Nature leads us into ſociety and com- 
pany ; but it is reaſon that leads us into friend- 
ſhip. The eſteem that we have for a man of 
merit, makes us ſeek and deſire his acquaintance : 
and if he do the ſame to us, the reciprocal confi- 
deration begins a converſation between us; and 
that which at firſt was but an outward profeſſion 
of mutual kindneſs, afterwards becomes that cor- 
dial affection which is called friendſbip. —© - 

3057 Affability ought to be mixed up of ſweet- 
neſs and ſeverity; or (to ſpeak better) it ought 
to be a mean betwixt theſe two; ſo that the one 
may not render thee a terror, to, thoſe that have 
any affair with thee; or the other too much de- 


baſe thee, and ſubje& thee to contempt ; but that 
it may be full of dignity, and agrecable according 
to the quality of affairs, perſons, and other cir- 


cumſtances. | 
3058 Above all, there are two forts of perſons, 


whom I adviſe thee never to contradict ; viz. thoſe 
to whom thou oweſt much reſpect, left thou 


offend them; and thoſe who are inferior to thee, 
leſt engaging too far, thou ſeemeſt by thy con- 
teſtation, to admit them equal to thyſelf; there 
always ariſing a greater ſhame and confuſion in 
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being ſurmounted by them, than honour in a 
victory ſo unequal, 

3059 If thou thinkeſt any one to be of him- 
ſelf a man of parts and probity, though there may 
have happened, by reaſon of ſome unlucky 
incidents, a miſunderſtanding and ſtrangeneſs be- 
tween thee and him; yet fall not quite out with 
him: for, as in muſic, there are many diſcords 
before the ſtrings get to be in tune; ſo, in con- 
tracting of friendſhip, many jars may happen, be- 
fore there can be eſtabliſhed a true and perfect 
friendſhip. 

3060 Thou commonly (and fondly enough) 
thinkeſt, that if the conceived good could be ob- 
tained, thou ſhouldeſt be happy and at peace; 
yet it is certain, thou beholdeſt things preſent, 
and in thy power, with nothing near ſo much 
ſatisfaction, as thou doſt thoſe that are afar off, 
and that thou canſt not reach with thy hand, but 
thought; and ſo when the deſired thing is gained, 
and at hand, perhaps thou 1 be as far from 
ſatisfaction as before. 

3061 J tell thee with all the 33 of my 
ſpirit, I had rather have thee a beggar than a flat- 
terer. Flattery is indeed a collective, accumula- 
tive baſeneſs; it — in its elements a com- 
pound 


* 
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pound and complex of the moſt ſordid, hateful 


qualities incident to mankind, viz. lying, ſervi- 
lity, and treachery ; which being deteſtably de- 
formed ſingle, muſt in conjunction make nl a 


— 


loathſome, monſtrous. guilt. 

3062 If it be in thy power, ſo lay out * life 
and affairs, that thou may'ſt be able ſometimes to 
retire, and enjoy thy own company alone. 
Aſſuredly, while thou art toſſed among men and 
buſineſs, thou canſt not ſo enjoy thyſelf as when 


thou art ſecluded from both theſe. And it is a 
miſery, when a man muſt ſo apply himſelf to 


others, as that he cannot have leiſure to account 
with himſelf. 


3063 If thou giveſt thyſelf the h * 
liberty of a railer in all company, men will not 


believe thee capable of any ſecret, or any buſineſs; 


they will fear, thou wilt turn all that is of conſe- 
quence into jeſt; they will never conſult thee, 


nor aſk thy advice, but will perſuade themſelves, 
that nothing ſerious will agree with thy wit; and 
that thou art good for nothing, any more than a 


monkey that may make us laugh. | 
3064 Be not always hot, and haſty in managing 


thy affairs. Prudent pauſes forward bulineſs. 
There is ſometimes more {kill ſhewed by a phy- 
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ſioian in not preſcribing, than in preſcribing : 


and there is no better remedy for ſome diſeaſes, 
than to Jet them alone ; for unſeaſonable med- 
dling with them, may hinder their proceeding to 
a Criſis, and at long run they will amend of them- 
ſelves. 

3065 The ſociety of ladies is a i ſchool of po- 
liteneſs; their ſpirits are delicate, and they are 
naturally enemies to all kinds of rudeneſs. He 
that keeps them company, will inſenſibly deſire to 
pleaſe them, and accommodate himſelf to their 
ways: and to do this, he will lay by whatever he 
hath, that is offenſive or diſagreeable in his lan- 


guage, countenance, dreſs, and mien. But yet 


remember, thou art not to go to ſchool always, 

and do nothing elſe all thy life. | 
3066 If it ſhould pleaſe God to give thee 

length of days, *twill be highly neceſſary to leave 


the world (by retirement from buſineſs) before thou 
art torn from it; and to acquaint thyſelf more 


familiarly with another world, before thou paſſeſt 
into it, to make thy abode in it for ever. Cer- 
tainly it requires ſome time to prepare the ſoul for 
death and judgment : and that man will be very 
unfit for either, who is carried immediately from 

the 
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the entanglements of ſecular care, to the tribunal 
of God. 

3067 When any one hath affronted, or r any 
ways injured thee, make uſe of prudence, and get 
over the affair as ſoon and as well as thou 
canſt. But, generally ſpeaking, it will be more 
ſafe and expedite for thee, to pardon thy enemy, 
than to take revenge upon him; and it is done 
with leſs difficulty. Thou may'ſt pardon the in- 
jury without being obliged to ſtir a foot; 
whereas thou muſt: make many a ſtep, and run 
through a thouſand dangers, ere. n canſt ſatisfy 
thy paſſion. 

3068 Fix thy mind, ain bona thy deſires ; elſe 
thou wilt be contented with nothing. If a com- 
petency cannot ſatisfy thee, thou wouldeſt crowd 
and juſtle for elbow room, if thou hadſt a kingdom 
to thy ſhare; and ſo conſequently wouldeſt be 
miſerable in the diſquiets of thy mind; for miſery 
is the companion of deſire; and the fame vain 


appetite that at firſt drew thee on from leſs to 


greater, will never ſuffer thee to be ſatisfied, but 
always to be wanting. 
3069 Anſwer no. man till he hath ſpoken all 


he meant. Thoſe that are impatient to hear, or 
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utter; nor correct him for little miſtakes. 


' leading man in the place thou liveſt iff. I never 
knew a town. yet (ſaith one) wherein the fops do 


contracting, dilating, underſtanding, or miſtaking 


a Sn. ; 


rah in their anſwer, ſay, I knew this before. un 
Prevent him. not by helping him out with what he 1 
ſeems. to have. forgot, or cannot expreſs and 


Tell not what comes into thy fancy. In the 
midſt of his narrations or diſcourſe, talk not to 
others: turn not thy back in a negectful or ſcorn- 
ful manner; nor. depart out of the room till he 
hath. done. | | 
3070 Never deſire and affect to be a governing, 


not carry all before them. They are a numerous, 
impudent, and noiſy party; while the wiſe and 
ingenious are few, modeſt, and reſerved ; and pre- 
tend to nothing. Your pretenders never have any 
thing in them. | 

3071 Pin not thy faith upon reports; no nor 
hiſtories neither : for all human affairs whatſoever, 
reported by ſeveral perſons, though all were pre- 
ſent at the ſame times and places of their circum- 
volution, are neceſſarily ſubject to ſome diverſity 
in the rehearſal ; one perſon obſerving, omitting, 


one particular point of any tranſaction more than 
another, 8 | 
3072 Thou 
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3072 Thou may'ſt extract an antidote out of 


a viper, and good out of an enemy. An enemy 
will tell thee more truly of thy imperfections, 
than the beſt of friends will adventure to do, 
or ourſelves (being partial to ourſelves) will be 


aʒble to diſcern: and this may be applied as pre- 


cious balm, to heal the wounds our folly or 
overſight have given our reputation, by guard- 


ing our actions for the future: and this is 


far better, than to be flattered into pride and care- 
leſſneſs. | 


3073 Inward diſcontents, and outward diſco- 


vering thy croſſes, do not redreſs, but make worſe 
the buſineſs, and gives the more cauſe of talk, and 
keeps the ſame the longer in others memory, and 
gives ſuch as would joy in thy miſery, the more 
ad vantage to vex and ſcorn thee. But thy own 
{trict and conſtant reſervedneſs, and outward 


ſlighting the matter, will reſtrain the tatling tongue, 


and ſtop the mouth of malice. | 
3074 If thou wouldeſt but courageouſly and 
earneſty ſet upon the conquering of any ill in- 
clination or vicious cuſtom, thou wilt not find it 
ſo hard a matter to compaſs as thou imagineſt; 
for the difficulty of reformation ariſes only from 
the confirmedneſs of the habit. Every a& of 
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| reſiſtance, as it kau the habit, ſo it abates 
" the diffculty; and when the reluctance of thy 
corrupt appetite, is onee weakened, it may with 
further endeavour be quite ſubdued; and then 
thou wilt aQ with ER and with plea- 
ſure too. 151,05 oH< 1 

3075 To whit: Al ſhouldeſt thou tolls 
ak. and pinch, to make thy family rich: and 
great; that they may grow lazy and wanton; to 


lese hahind thee an ea, Hh thy an ee 


ple proves more than neceſſary: for moſt people 
that do ſo, have made little uſe of it themſelves. 
Miſtake. me not; I do not think it unlawful to 
be rich; or to leave one's family ſo: but I think 
it fooliſh, and ſinful too, to ſacrifice the peace of 
our mind, and the eaſe of our HP to eee 
Mammon. 

23076 Afuredly, a a true lend is che Sd 


: pleaſure upon earth: I have been all my life-time 


in queſt of ſuch a one; but have not found: for 
either difference of tempers, or in manners, or in- 
tereſts, or cireumſtances, or diſtance of place, 
always hindered me. And beſides, I muſt confeſs, 
I have been ſomething unwiſely cautious' in this 
matter, having ſerved! i it in my n "ou a miſe: 
take here may be fatal. 
Vol. II. M 307 When 
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30p7 When thou W leiſure, 1: would: 
have "thee: to conſider and: refolve: before-hand; 
what may be 4-prudent way of behaving thyſelf 
upot particular occaſions; that thou may'ſt be 
ready; at it, when the occaſion comes. Such as, 
x, How to refuſe accepting of, and denying fa- 
vours;ʒ 2, How to detract from thyſelf modeſtly, 
and not affectedly 3, How and when to value 


_ and praiſe thyſelf 4, How to carry it towards 
contemners; —5,. How to keep thy ſenſe and 


opinion ſecret; when any one is pumping thee; 
6, How to krep paſſions down 3—7, How to ro- 
buke well. But theſe particulars are inſinite. 

. 3078! That part of friendſhip which commands 
ſcarch, I would not have thee deliver too ſoon. 
This is the: moſt precious thing thou canſtigive 
thy friend ; for thereby thou makeſt thyſelf: his 
priſoner. Until his advice or aſſiſtanee is-required, 
herſhould not have any that are of great moment; 
fer it may be his honeſty would: keep them, but 
his tongue cannot. Fear or corruption do much 
1 mn nn not 
themſelres. 

3079 Twenty thagudalirvety: under of a. 
good man, when having well: weighed the plea- 
ſure and * of 1 thou makeſt'@ deliberate: 
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3080 Tue fy ſteß a mah titles in the Wöfld 


geſterally determines afk WE reſt; and is tlie 
foundation of His reputation, and beſt prefage of 


is fortune: arid® from" the fit” martha 8 chat 
ne makes, thöſe that have” had' experience WA = 
tell How fat le will advance. »Tis then vofx 
neceffaty for thiee to make thy Aft" ſtep with" a 
gteat deat of cautidft and prudence; afidd to ght 
lize thy” entty by fontbthitig” that'is reßutabe ant 
eminent. 

3081 Coricernihyg anger, 1 te theb; 1, Ts 
manage it, ant not laviſh it up every otcafion;” 


for that both leſſens the value, and kinders che 


effect. Rafh and cuſtomaty chaffing renders itfelf 
deſpiſed. 2 Net töõ be angry to no put Poe; but” 
make ſute that” thy" reptenenſlon reach him at 
whom thou att offendett; for ordihati Iy people 
rail, and bawI, before fe pany per fon cotttes in; 
and oontinue ſcolding an age after he is gone. 
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3082 To what purpoſe ſhouldeſt thou ſeek. 
great things for thyſelf in the world 0 or, having 
obtained them, prize them at any conſiderable rate? 
or value thyſelf upon them ? ſeeing thou knoweſt 
not, but this night thy ſoul may be required of 
thee, when thou ſhalt be diveſted of them all. 
*T would be as vain and unreaſonable, as for a 
traveller, that is to ſtay at his inn but for a night, 


to take great thought and pains about furniſhing - 


and adorning his chamber, which the next morn- 
ing he muſt leave to the next comer. 

3083 Be not eager in diſputation and argu- 
ment, to bring matters to thy opinion: thou 
may ſt thereby ſtir up enmity, but ſhalt ſeldom 


compaſs thy purpoſe. When his choler is once 


inflamed, and his ſpirits fired, though thou proveſt 


the thing. never ſo well, and makeſt it never ſo 


plain, thou ſhalt never make thy adverſary to 


confeſs it; nor ever be able to take hold of him by 


a ſyllogiſm, ſo long 3 as he can flip from thee by a 
diſtinction. 

3084 »Tis a moſt bappy thing to retire 1 
the world after thou haſt ſerved thy generation, 
and getteſt i into years. 1 ever thought it dangerous, 
and miſerable, for a man to die full of noiſe 


and buſineſs. Men of action cannot ſo well pre- 
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pare for another life, as ſedentary men of thou ght 
and ſtudy may. I have ever pitied thoſe men, 


whoſe neceſſitous employment and fortune hath 


N them under an obligation of making even, 
at one time, the accounts of this world and the 


3085 It will be great and moſt uſeful diſ- 
cretion in thee, to judge rightly when to drive by 
fear, and when to draw by love. Fear is a more 


certain ground than love for maintaining autho- 
rity: but yet fear procureth hatred; which al- 
though it be diſſembled ſo long as it is unable 
to ſhake off obedience, yet when a greater force 
ſhall unty that knot, it will goed out into > Vw 
conteſting. 


3086 Do all thou Ha to cure thyſelf of 


fooliſh, boyiſh baſhfulneſs. Tt betrays thee to all 


inconveniencies ; it preſſeth thee down below thy- 


ſelf, unfits thee for both converſe and buſineſs, 
hides all thy abilities and good qualities, and 
brings thee into bonds to thy utter undoing; when 
out of a weak flexibility of nature, thou haſt not 


courage enough to deny the es wars of a Aer 


friend. 


3087 Be not cg and think not the 


worte of thyſelf for the world's falſe cenſure; for 


0 3 none 
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Dane. a9 mare Jighle to it, than che. upright nature, 
that is, honeſt aud. free ; for many times, when, he 
Shipketh mo ill, he cares not though the world 
cs the Neorſt of his actions, ſurpoſing he ſhall 
dot de judged, worſe than he Knows. himſelf to be : 
but the world, being bad itſelf, gueſſes at athexs 
by its own naughtineſs, and ſo eoneludes bad of 
thoſe that are not ſo, 

© 398 In 4his, it pon ert prudent, thou t 
difipguiſhable from che imprudapt, that thou re- 
Zvlateft thy intereſts, and diregtaſt them to the 
Proſecution of thy deligns, each in their order. 
I thou art over earneſt, thou wilt raiſe a diſ- 
turhance in them, by , hurrying thyſelf. after g 
hundred things at once. Thence *twill proceed, 
that gut of an excefliye deſipe ↄf the leſs i angrfant, 
chou wilt not do what is neceſſary f 
ment of the moſt conſiderable. | 
389 Suffer not thyGlf to he imo fed ygon ty 
the airs and Fnfible, impreſſion of men; but retire 
withio chyſelf, and _hearken io che wage of thy 
Inyard, plain, and diſtingt reaſon. [Words being 
Arbitrary, perſuade only 25 far as they enlighten 
the mind; but the air perſuades naturally, and by 
zmpteſſion; it perſuades inſenſibly, and without 
as anda 
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of befor 41 that it can do, is, not to gie right, 
hut only to agitate and dauſe motion. 


Zzogo It is moſt profitable to have ſeen — 
practiſed many things, and to knomy many acei- 
dents which are paſt: not that they ſerve cor- 
tainly to diſpoſe well of the preſent, be it what 
it will; but for that in the different ſucetiſts 
the underſtanding is quickened, which doth .- 
duce and excite in ſubtile and piercing ſpirits 
certain ſeeds of wiſdom, which nature had con- 
cealed ſo as, by the multitude of enamples, 


in the end, rules and precepts follow; by means 


-, the — is made rn to 
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man may as well hurt himſelf in doing it too 


ſuddenly, as in letting it run on too long: for 


haſty ſelling is eommonly as diſadvantageous as 


intereſt : beſides he that clears at once, will 


relapſe; for finding himſelf out of ſtreights, he 
will revert to his cuſtoms; But he that eheareth 
hy degrees, induceth a habit of frugality, and 
gaineth as well upon his mind as his eſtare. 


. 3092 If thou haſt tary pledge of the amfry of 


any ane, either from ſome goed oer eu hilt 


reccivei from an from ſome expreſſions of His 
| M 4 readineſs 
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readineſs- to ſerve. thee, thou oughteſt often te 
ſhew thy remembrance of it, attributing all to his 
nature, full of affection and courteſy, to which 
he will give ſo much the more credit, by 
how much every one is apt to be deceived with 
the love of himſelf; and too eaſily perſuade him- 
ſelf, that others believe he poſſeſſes thoſe quali- 
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. If thou wilt exdfder Ag morally, 
How muſt agree, that all things that happen, are 
by the ordinary courſe of life, and our birth makes 


us ſubject to them; and by conſequence, thou 


muſt ſubmit, and accuſtom thyſelf to them: and 
if thou ſeeſt ſome men exempted from thoſe mis- 
. fortunes, ſtop a little, and expect; and thou heedeſt 


not expect long, and thou wilt ſce, that they have 1 


- dividend: of them with Py and FRO a 
| NW ſhare than moſt others. 
3094 If, in thy retreat . the world, 50 
art entirely maſter of thyſelf and time; thou 
hadſt need of proper talents to employ and direct 
thee; to find thee buſineſs and pleaſure, and to 
enable thee to reap benefit from the one, and 
to preſerve thy innocence in the other. And with- 
out this degree of underſtanding, a ſolitary life 
Bhat” -- muſt 


are fo 
barbari 
artifice 
thoſe v 
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muſt be very dull and barren. Nor can I think 
of any cure for this, but to increaſe a man's tafk 


and buſineſs, in proportion to the defect of his 


underſtanding; that ſo employment may fill 


thoſe vacuities, which contemplation never can. 


3095 Make it not thy hope, wiſh, or buſineſs, 


to pleaſe all people. Only endeavour to imitate 


thoſe who are truly wiſe and conſummate in virtue. 
Do thou but what is incumbent on thee, and let 
people grumble as they will. I hold it for a great 
commendation, not to pleaſe the vicious. Con- 
ſider well, who they are that approve what thou 
doſt. It is much better to be pleaſing to one ſingle 
perſon, provided he be virtuous, and knows how 
to diſcern things aright, than a en mne 
a mp corrupted by vice. 

3096 Of all men in the world, "os then! of 
thoſe that are of poor, cowardly ſpirits : they are 


commonly perfidious, crafty, and cruel ; their fear 
makes them look upon moſt people as their ene- 


mies: from this fear proceeds hatred ; and this 
latter begets a deſire of revenge; in which they 
are ſometimes hurried: on to exceſſes that are 
barbarous and full of cruelty. There is then no 
artifice which they will not make uſe of to deſtroy 
thoſe who they ſurmiſe are their enemies: and 

Mx. Er 


I 50 J 
ba never game to xeft fecure, till they have re- 
eee ee ee 

2097 Qian thaw: ſhalt find then us friends 
that thou haſt acgaunted ſuch; and fametimes 
au malt find 2 friend that made no fhew. 
_ Keep him as thy moſt grecious jawel: he is not 
Ariving an a trada and traſſic af friendſhip, by 
doing ſmall things to get greater from thee; - 
for then be would have appeared when thou bad 
nathing for bim to da; and wauld have Battered 
and worded himfrif into thy heart: no, but now 
*tis plain, it was thy want, and his mere gnodneſs, 
that were his matives. Such a virtue is a furer 
foundation for friendſhip, than all che bus pre- 
tenſions the ſelfiſh world builds upon, 7 
3008 In great company ſhew due pet; 

but ſhrink not out of thyſelf. Beſore I came to 
obſerve them (faith an author), I thought princes 
and miniſters of ftate ſamething above human; 
nat hearing a word fall from them, upon which 
TI did nat put a politic confiruction : hut grow- 
ing more familiar-with them, I found their dif- 
courſes mingled with the ſame follies our's are; 
and their domeſtic affairs carried on with as little, 
if nat lefs, difcretion, ſometimes, than thoſe of | 
erdinary men. 


3099 Fix 
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3099 Fix ze in thy mind as a certain truch, 


mat the ways of virtue are more pleafant to a good = 
mam, than the ways of fin and Nicentioultiels fre 


to an evil and vicious man; and therefore are 
better and more digible in themſelves. And it 


* 


appeareth by this, that ſeveral men, who hate 


taſted all the pleaſures of fin, have forſaken it, and 


eome over to virtue; but there is fcarce an 18 — | 


ſtance to be found of the man that had'well en- 


perimented the delight of virtue, that ever vould: 
erate pda be 


his former bad eourſes. 


_ - $160 Itwilt be A rer point of prbdende in 
tee to ſtand firm, and not firrk under an iff re- 
port, provided thou hiſt integrity and inmocenee, 


to ſupport that firmneſs of mind. A wife man 
will not make his life precafions : he ſtänds, br 
falls, in his on conſeience, and leaves the world 
to take its courſe. Tis the nbvelty, and not the 
quality of things; that ſets people a.gaping and 


be familiar, the wonder goes off, and men return 

to their wits again. | 
3101 Thou canſt bonverbe with nothing but 
what will work upon thee, and by unperceived 
fealth of time affimulate thee to itſelf: the 
„ choice 


| gating at thee ; but when they come once tod 


„„ 


choice therefore of thy company is one of the 
moſt weighty actions of thy life ; for thy future 
. well or ill-being depends much upon that election. 
If thou chooſeſt ill, every day declines thee to 
Anrſe: thou haſt a perpetual weight upon thee, 
that is ever ſinking thee down to vice. But if 
thou chooſeſt well, thou haſt a hand of virtue 

gently lifting thee to a_ continual * no- 
A | 
4,7, 202; If thou 1 receive, it is e 

po 1 that thou ſhould aſk. If thou ſcorneſt to 
- aſk, it implies, thou wouldeſt take it as a debt, 
not as a bounty, and ſo wilt not be thankful. 

If thou feareſt to aſk, it implies either thou de- 
ſireſt what is unfit, or thou believeſt him unkind 
,or..unjuſt, and will not do thy merit right. If 
thou art aſhamed to aſk, it implies, thou knoweſt 
| thyſelf unworthy to receive ; and believeſt he thinks 

fo. And truly, though thou may'ſt have merit, 
yet people care not to be at the pains to find it 
out. for thee, if thou art ſo ſheepiſh and 3 
as to hide it. 

3103 Let thy life be neither wholly contem- 
plative, nor wholly active; for as action and 
buſineſs, without any meditation, is apt to alie- 
nate the mind from God and virtue; to corrupt 

| all 
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all that is great and generous, and truly wiſe in it N 
and wed it wholly to the world; ſo a life ſpent 


wholly in contemplation, without any mixture 
of action, will prove fruitleſs ' and unprofitable : 


and men condemned to utter ſolitude (like 
trees and ſhrubs of the wilderneſs) would grow 
wild and ſavage; luxuriant in leaves, but their 


fruit (if any they brought forth) ſour and ſmall. 
3104 In caſe all the conſtellations ſhould bear 
thy name, ſhouldeſt thou be the better for it? It 


would be above in the heavens, and thou thyſelf 
ſhouldeſt be ſtill in the grave. Men are pleaſant; 
they cannot ſteal away from death themſelves; 
and yet they ſtrive to rob it of two or three ſylla- 


bles that belong to them. This is a pretty cheat 
they think they put upon death. Were it not 


better in a handſome way to conſent to die, they 
and their names together? 


3105 Away with all high thoughts of thy abi- 


litied and performances. When a wiſe and a think- 
ing man comes carefully and ſeriouſly to look and 


reflect upon all his paſt actions, he finds little but 
vain and idle fooleries, not worthy the conſidera- 


tion of a man, and ſcarce deſerving a ferious 


thought ; and in truth would ſooner choofe almoſt 


any ſort of life, rather than have them played over 


Once 
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them would be dall and een were — known 
3206 1 ay to thee, thou believeſt above a:mil- 
which the commerce thou haſt with the world 
hath heaped on thy memory. But be not vexed 
at. it; there is no man but hath a very great 
number of thoſe canfuſed notions; for we are 
all given up to ſenſe. There is no man made for 
ſociety, but is faſtened to other men, and re- 
Seines in his brain the fame impreſſions as thak 
who ſpeak to him with fome emotion and force. 
Aud thoſe impreſſions are attended by | thoſe 
— <onfuſed judgments and opinions nennt 1 am 
ſpeaking. 

3107 ene e e Becnuſe chou haſt 
lived ill, and ſo art unprepared for death. Know 
that thy want of preparation is becauſe thou art 
not thoroughly perſuaded that thou ſhalt die yet, 
nor doſt thou believe it. Haply thou canſt fay, 
from a ſwimming thought of death, that we are 
all mortal, and the like; but a firm, conſtant be- 
lief of it, as to thy own particular ſelf, is far from 
thee; otherwiſe thou wouldeſt live in a continual. 
expeQation of thy diſſolution, and * thyſelf. 


for. 
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for thatday,that hour, knowing, tht ten inan 
thou art brought to judgment. 4 


3108 In affairs of moment, * a ſleady She | 


upon the nature and reaſon of the things to be 
treated af ; and be not blinded by the artfulneſs 


of a manager. Some can ſo well metamorphoſe 
fayours, that it ſeems, they do them even when 


they receive them. There are men of ſuch parts, 


that they oblige by aſking 3 becauſe they trans- 
form their own intereſt into another's honour: 
that is in reality a great dexterity. But it would 
be a greater ſtill, to ſee into it; and fo baulk 


; ſuch a fooliſh bargain, by giving them back their 


Civilities 3 and every one retaking his own. | 
3109 Every moment almoſt thou haſt ſome 


temptation to vain talk or impextinent inquiſi- 


. tion or impatience, to idle thoughts and diſtrac- 


tion, or to ſuch like ſins, which are the more 
gificult to be avoided, becauſe, being mixed with 
all our worldly affairs, they are hardly to be 
diſcerned. Therefore, thou muſt at leaſt ſecure 
this, that however thy nature ſtands affected in 
any of theſe leſſer fins, yet thy heart may not en- 
tertain any love for them; leſt thy affedtions 
hinder: thee from carefully watching and ſtriving 
againſt them, | 


3110 If, 
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3110 If thou haſt no nen 
| at which thou aimeſt, then, as thou deſigneſt no- 
_ - thing, fo wilt thou atchieve nothing. And if 


- thou propoſeſt to thyſelf many ends by turns, | 


thou wilt ſo divide thyſelf betwixt many things, 
that thou wilt not | beſtow that pains which 
is neceſſary for the attaining any one. If thou 
mazkeſt various eſſays, but finiſheſt no one work, 


thou wilt be like the traveller that will not keep 


his way, but ranges into other paths, and ſo 
comes as far backward de mom, as he went 
forward to-dayx. 

3111 As to geſture in e ſuch a mo- 
dulation is required, that thou uſe not ſo little 
as to ſtand immoveable like an image, nor ſo 
much as to appear like a buſy ape. As to the 
firſt, if thou ſtirreſt no part, thinking thereby to 
get the opinion of gravity, thou wilt incur the 
ſuſpicion of folly; and be taken for, as *twere, 
a feigned perſon brought in to ſpeak, having of 
| himſelf no life. As to the other, if thou takelt 
| liberties. of geſture, and 
like lightneſs, hoping thereby to pleaſe and win 
favour, thou wilt be n dey and keorned by 
all that ſee thee, 


3112 Why 


ſpeakeſt with a player- 


fign, 1 
-ſervilii 
- fawnit 
. ſometi 


pride, 
theſe 


the re: 


togeth 
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3112 Why ſhouldeſt thou take immoderate care 


and pains to increaſe that which is not thine ? 
for by that time thou haſt raked, and ſcraped it 


together, thou art called away, and leaveſt it to 
thou knoweſt not whom: it may be to thy enemy, 
or to one that will not ſo much as thank thee for 


it; or to one that will ſcatter faſter than thou 


gatheredſt it: or if he be guilty of the ſame folly 


with thyſelf, tis his but juſt as it was thine. 
For after he has buſied and toiled himſelf awhile 
in adding to the heap, he leaves it to his ſucceſſor, 


as he received it from his anceſtor, and neither 


has any longer propriety in it, nor carries one mite 
of it along with him. e 


3113 In adviſing, if thou obſerveſt any counſel, 


amongſt the reſt to ſwim rather againſt thy own | 
ftream than with it; ſuffer it, and conſider per- 


haps he that gave it is thy beſt friend; for 'tis a 


fign, that his ſpeech is not embaſed with that 
ſervility, which is a common diſeaſe in weak, 
fawning ſpirits. Vet this holds not always; for 
ſometimes it may be his ignorance, ſometimes his 


pride, ſometimes his contradicting humour; and 
theſe a wiſe man may diſtinguiſh by ſurveying 


the reaſons he W and W ne 


W ral 8 
3114 The 
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3114 Tbe many inconveniencies chat life is 
expoſed to, require thou ſhouldeſt nat be too ſen- 
ſible of every little burt. What thy mind yields 
not to, makes but a ſlight impreſſion, and does 


thee hut a very little harm. Tis the ſoftneſs and 


ſuffering of our ſpirits, that gives and continues 
the pain. But brawnineſs, and inſenſibility of 
mind, is the beſt armour thou canſt have againſt 


the common evils and aecidents of liſe ;; and it 


being a temper that is to be got by exereiſe and 

cuſtom mere than any other way, thou ſhouldeſt 

begin the practice of it now in thy youth. | 
3115 A temper of peace, thankfulneſs, loue, 


and affection, is much more à proper frame for 


prayer, than that of fervour and diſcompoſure. 
Under the dread of miſchief impending, thau wilt 


be no more fit for a comfortable performing of the 
duty of praying to God, than thou canſt be for 


rapentance on a death · bed. For theſe diſcompo- 
ſures will effect thy mind, as the others do thy 
ody. And the diſcompoſute of mind muſt neceſ- 
Arily be 4s great a diſability as that of the body, 


and much greater; praying being . act 


of the mind, not. of the body. 

3116 Thou oughteſt not to ſuffer ahs. Sue 
of N _ to be founded, if thou wilt be 
eſteemed 
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eſteemed of the vulgar. Thou oughteſt, on the 
contrary, to behave. thyſelf after ſuch a manner 
as never to difcoyer all thy, ability; and that no 
man may aſſign limits to thy underſtanding. and 
learning; for let a man be never ſo learnad, the 
opinion we have of him, when we know him but 
by halves, goes always further than the idea we 
Sonde of Aaken make ai acquainted 
with him. 

u hooking implicth Approving and if chou 
feſt unan a perſon for thy friend, againſt whom 
natured, as to believe thau art altogether averſe to 
his ways of living, ſince it doth not diſcourage 
thee from admitting him into thy kindneſs. And 
reſemblanoe of inclinations being thought none f 
the leaſt inducements to friendſhip, thou wilt he 
looked upon at leaſt as a well-wiſher ta, if not 


A partner in, his faults, If thau canſt forgive 


them in another, it may he Med en wile 
nat he leſs gentle to thyſelf, | 

3148 Uf chou deſpiſeſt any, be —— 11 
it bring evil upon thee ; for there is no — 
the behaviour of one map towards another, of 


Which human nature is mare impatient than 
+ En of 


"= e 5” Mew al” eG. 
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of contempt ; it being a thing made up of theſe 
two ingredients, an undervaluing of a man upon 


a belief of his worthleſſnefs, and a ſpiteful endeavour 


to engage the reſt of the world in the ſame belief: 
fo that the immediate deſign of contempt is the 


ſhame of the perſon contemned, and the effect of 


it may be bitter revenge. e 
3119 When thou heareſt a man Tak 2 quick 


au with a great deal of ſmartneſs, if that thing - 


has nothing in it but a mere flaſh of fancy, 
thou art not therefore to think him a man of ſuffi- 
ciency, but rather the contrary: for his thoughts 
are ſo quick, that they fly before his buſineſs. 


Although it be indeed a fine ſhining thing, to hit 
off the very knot of the matter at firſt ſtroke ; yet 


if it be concerning only a trifling ſubje&, that 
quickneſs is but levity, which is but a very indif- 
"ws qualification for a man of buſineſs. 

3120 It is to be obſerved in ſome, that they 


might be worth much, if they would take care to 


ſupply certain little defects. To ſome, ſeriouſneſs 


is wanting, for fault of which, great qualities have 


no luſtre in them. To others, ſweetneſs of car- 


riage; the want of which their companions ſoon 
diſcover. In ſome, more briſkneſs is deſired; and 


* others, more reſervedneſs, c. It would be 
ö | | poſſible 


poſſible 
if thou 
reflectic 
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poſſible for thee to conquer and ſupply all ſuch, 
if thou wouldeſt take the pains to mend them: for 
reflection and endeayvour may turn cuſtom into a 
ſecond nature. —— 3 

3121 As to the neee af raillery, uſe al \poſible . 
prudence and circumſpection. To ſuffer it, is a 
kind of gallantry; but to offer it, is a ſort of 
offering battle. He that ſuffers it, paſſes for a man 
of good-nature, gaiety, and innocency, and is 
permitted to fit quiet, and ſaſe: he that is teſty, 
and nettled at it, provokes the company to nettle 
him the more. Certainly, the beſt way is, to 
let it paſs without making too much of it. Before 
thou beginneſt it, firſt know the reach and temper - 
of him, with whom thou intendeſt to make thy- 
ſelf merry. | 8 

3122 Thou wilt find, that one "nf the great 
benefits of friendſhip, is, that it helps. us in our 
ſorrows and ſadneſſes, and prevents melancholy 
and peeviſhneſs. Thoſe diſcontents ſting | the 
deepeſt, that are ſuch, as may not, with. ſafety, 
be communicated ; for then the heart burſts for 


want of vent, and the ſoul. pines away, and ſtarves 
y want of counſel, that ſhould feed and cheriſh 


| Sorrows entertained and ſmothered, collect 
al, and ſtill habituate it ſo, that by degrees all 
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good diſpoſſrion and humour gives way to a harſh: 


morofity; and fo fours the ſweeteſt” foul, as to 
turn it into ſpleert and teſtineſs. 


3123 When thou reproveſt or admoniſfieſt any 
ohe, miidneſs and affability wilf be as neteſfary as 


eten prudence itfelf: for the reprehenſſon wich 
cometh from a: fbul: mouth d perſon! Hatt no great 
force; atrd is imputed rather to“his ilI- Humour, 
than to any deſire he hath to amend his brother: 


but the admonition which vometh from a getitle, 


difercct man is well taken, and · che party vH 


received it perſuadeth himſelf it is upon great 
cauſe, and of great good will, that tie other; bes I 


ſo wife and ſo kind, uſeth it. 


3121 Men complain of the leligthi of art and” 
ſhortneſs of life; but if we would acknowledge 


our errot herein, we ſhould/own; that this unhap- 


pineſs comes not from hence, that our life is too 
ſoon at an end, but from our beginning in virtue 
and learning too late. Conſider thod art now 
young, and may ſt make life the longer for the' 


kitowtedge of good things, if thou ſetteſt about it 


in dne morning of thy" age. They that riſe not 
tin noon have no right to complafm that the” day” 
is too ſhort: they might have retarded thè even- 


ing; by being diligent” in the morning. Since 


thou 


thou ca 


thou ou 


labour t 
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ics not ler the period of ne further off; 


thou oughteſt to begin to live the hates and 


labour the harder. PR, 
3125 It is of great moment for wee to Ae 


right notions of converfation: the beauty and liſt 


of it conſiſts not in artiftcial faces; fantaſtic 
dreſſes, arch motions, ſhrags, and eringes: much 
lefs/ in mechanic (for fo I may call ſet forms of) 
chat; but in a+ pradent, diligent, and faithful 
diſtharge- of the duties we owe to all thoſe 


ſevetal relations we ſtand in; and the obſervation 


of thoſe lat ys of ſociety which'true-phtlofophy and 
good breeding preſcribes. Slights, and tricks; 
and arts, may entertain à little, and divert awhile; 
but it is virtue only, benignity, and integrity, that 
charm and captivate. The firſt may open us the 
way to men's houſes, bat the lattet to their an | | 
and to their hearts. 

3126 Be thoroughly adviſed' when ab de- 


hendeſt: to reprehend well is the hardeſt” and 


moſt neceſſary part of friendſhip'; for if it be 
raſfily and unadviſedly done; though it be other- 
wiſe a benefit, - yet an unwary proceediirg may 
turn the benefit into injury, and then it ſtrengthens 
the error, and wounds the reprover. Beſides, in 
reprehenſtons, every man that reproves or adviſes, 
aſſumeth 
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aſſumeth as it were a tranſcendency over the other; 


which, if it be not allayed with proteſtations of 
kindneſs, as well as ſtrengthened by reaſons, 
grows hateful ; ſo that even the reprehenſion is 
many times the greater fault of the two. 11 

3127 Since thou art to look on thy own good 
and preſervation, as thy main concern, thou art 
not to be taxed with inconſtancy, when upon the 
viciſſitude of human affairs, thou alſo admitteſt 
of ſome change in thy deſigns and procedure, yet 
continueſt conſtant and reſolute as to the end 
thou hadſt propoſed to thyſelf; and this is but to 
follow. the example of good navigators, Who being 
bound for ſuch a part, yet upon alteration of 
wind and weather, ſeem to change their courſe; 
but ſtill, in the midſt of the tempeſt, they mind 
the proſecution of their Voyage, and erbeten 
of the veſſel. 

3128 At the day of N thou ſhalt not 
be aſked what proficiency thou haſt made in logic, 
metaphyſic, aſtronomy, or any other ſcience ; but 
whether thou haſt lived according to thy nature, 
as a man endued with reaſon and morality. In 
that hour it will more avail thee that thou haſt 
thrown a handful of flour. or chaff in charity to a 


neſt of contemptible piſmires; 3, than that thou 
couldeſt 
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couldeſt muſter all the hoſts of heaven, and call 
every ſtar by its proper name, for then the conſtel- 
lations themſelves ſhall diſappear: the ſun and 
moon ſhall give no more light, and all the frame 
of nature ſhall fall in pieces and vaniſh; but thy 
good and bad works ſhall remain for ever recorded 


in the archives of eternity. 


3129 Thou canſt not for thy life but t ſometimes 
light into bad company. If thou continueſt ſociety 
with them, thou endangereſt thyſelf, either by 
participating in their evil actions, or elſe by con- 
niving at them. If thou laboureſt to avoid ſuch 


aſſociates, or, being unhappily fallen amongſt 
them, ſeekeſt for a preſent eſcape, they will diſ- 


like and fling at thee, and impute thy departure to 


pride, ſingularity, preciſeneſs, and hypocriſy ; but 


let not ſhame, or fear of reproach from ill men, 
cauſe thee to endanger thyfelf ; thou wert better 
fly from them, and be ill nen of, than ſtay eo be . 


like them, and hurt thyſelf. 


3130 If thou careſſeſt indifferently- all the 
world, and promiſeſt all thoſe who make any ad- 
dreſs to thee, to ſerve them without any ſuch in- 
tention ; deceive not thyſelf ; thou wilt by theſe 
means never make thyſelf many friends, nor get a 
reputation of * civil and obliging: on the 

„ N contrary, 
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contrary, though thou blindeſt them at preſent by 
ſuch procedure, it will not be long before they 
be diſabuſed; and then, ſo far will they be from 
building upon what thou fayeſt, that they will 
ſcarce ever give ear to thee after; regarding thee 
only as a comedian, who ſays what he thinks not, 
and whoſe only care is to acquit himſelf well of 
the part be hath undertaken to act. 

3131 If thou uſeſt vigour and reſolution in 
buſineſs, thou canſt_never miſcarry thyſelf, though 
ſometimes thy deſigns may. Thou canſt never 
be a loſer in reputation, but generally wilt ap- 
pear a conſiderable man among unfortunate acci- 


dents, and wilt make even ill ſucceſs itſelf atteſt 


thy ſufficiency.; but commonly difficulties give 
Way to diligence and reſolution, and if to-day 
will not, to-morrow will, ſmile upon enterprizes. 
Phere are lucky minutes in bufineſs, when 
What befare had wind and tide againſt it, now 
moves with the ſtream; and then wilt thou carry 
thy point, if thou letteſt mat flip. the lucky 
minute through. negligence, or faileſt not through 
faint-heartedneſs, or lazineſs, to urge and FO 

* ſucceſs. 
3132 Thau art to aim at the ſtrengthening 
the e of thy mind, and the weakening 
the 
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the farce and power, of, thy carnal appetites : by 
canſequence thou qughteſt to examine thyſelf by 
what arts, by what practices the light of thy un- 
derſtanding comes to be obſcured, the authority of 
thy reaſon weakened, the tenderneſs of thy con- 
ſcience to be ſo much blunted, and worn off: and 
when thou haſt diſcovered this, thou muſt avoid 
all thoſe things as temptations and ſnares ; ;, the 
muſt ſhun thoſe paths, as thoſe that lead to danger 
and death ; ; and whatever thou findeſt to have a 


| contrary tendency, thoſe are the things thou muſt 


do. and follow. How happy wouldeft thau be— 
how perfect wouldeſt thou ſoon ere thou 
didſt conduct thyſelf thus ! : i 

3733 In this thy age, while thou art young and 
raw, and. ſoft natured, thou art apt to think it an 
eaſy thing to gain love, and reckoneſt thy own 


friendſhip a, ſure price for another man's: but 


when experience ſhall once have opened thy eyes, 
and ſhewn thee the hardneſs of moſt. hearts, and 
the hollowneſs of others, and the baſeneſs and in- 
gratitude of almoſt all, then wilt thou find, that 
a friend is the gift of God, and that he only 
who made hearts can unite them; for it is he 
only who creates theſe ſympathies and ſuitable- 
neſſes of nature that are the foundation of all 
| N: 2 Sh true 
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true kriendlhip; and then by his providence brings 
- perſons ſo affected together: ſtill it is the inviſible 
hand of heaven that ties the knot, and mingles 
hearts and ſouls by ſecret and unaccountable con- 
junctions. 
3134 Suffer not a fine face to bewitch thee. 
Scarce any marriage has been on both ſides happy, 
that had no other foundation than what comes 
from the charms of an outfide beauty ; Which is 
far more fit to increaſe a man's appetite, than to 
ſertle any true liking ; and will ſooner procure 
fondneſs than real love, the fatal effects of which 
is jealouſy, that curſed bane to all the pleaſures of 
the marriage bed ; which makes their beſt delights 
a raging torment, and turns the greateſt bleflings 
into the greateſt plagues ; ſo that to have this 
without virtue, is a thing that none but ſtupid and 
ſenſeleſs perſons would endure ; for then it is like 
a hot burning coal, whoſe bright and ſparkling 
looks many may gaze upon with admiration 
enough, but none but fools and madmen are Wil- 
ling or daring enough to touch. T3 
3135 Every one is for denying, extenuating, or 
- throwing the blame on others, and never will 
confeſs a fault, and take it upon himſelf ; but this, 


inſtead of getting it excuſed and pardoned, aggra- 
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vates it, and makes it worſe, and angers the party 
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. 
> concerned, and ſo it doth. miſchief inſtead of good. 
8 I adviſe therefore (unleſs it be a furious, unfor- 1 
A giving perſon, an and the thing be a crime that 1 
muſt not be owned) frankly to own it, to ſhew 1 

. how thou waſt brought into it, and wiſh thou [i 
3 hadſt not done it. It is likely this ingenious deal- | [ | 
8 ing and throwing thyſelf upon his kindneſs, may i 4 
18 work upon his good nature, and ſo the ſtorm may | xl 
0 paſs off without more miſchief: but this muſt be 1 
& managed artfully, in a middle way between ſneak= _ 
h ing and arrogancy. | j | 
of | 31 36 Admire not thoſe 1 whom thou = 
13 8 ſeeſt laviſhing away their life and eſtate i in. exceſ- 1 
7's live hoſpitality and perpetual entertainments ; and — 1 
lis put not any truſt in them, for it is commonly 1 
— pride and deſire of popularity, not a redundance 1 
be of good- nature and philanthropy, that prompts 
ng them to be ſo over . bountiful. An undeniable 
75 argument of this is, that when their fortunes are 
1 ſpent, and they are aſhamed the world ſhould 

ke deſpiſe them for the alteration, nothing is more 
or || frequent than for them to fall to any baſe, diſ- 
in honeſt ſhifts, and private cozenage to cheat their 
is, ereditors, and maintain their former grandeur; for 
. Pride will practiſe any thing rather than let her 
tes port decline, 


My 3137 It 


E 5 
3137 It is certainly a moſt generous and en- 


nets pleaſure, which reſults from a ſeaſonable 
Jiberality, when thou ſeeſt a man ſtruggling with 


want; his very ſpirit, as well as body, ftooping 


under the preſſure. If thou then relieveſt him, the 
human nature within thee, which is common to you 
both, does by a kind of ſympathetic notion, exult 
and raiſe up itſelf; but if thou haſt any piety, 
that muſt 'do it much more; for as the formet 
ſhewed thee thy own image in thy poor brother, 
ſo this ſhews thee God's. And how tranſcendant 
a ſatisfaction muſt it be, to have paid ſome part of 
gratitude | boy ny 3 _ thy own being, by 
preſerver of that life which he firſt breathed ints 
another. | 
3138 None can be conftrained to Kind his 
own opinion, nor is it equal for thee to make thy 
apprehenſion the meaſure of another's; and thou 
differeſt from him as tauck as he doth from thee ; 


ind whether thou art in the right or wrong is 
not to be determined by thy partial ſelf. And if 


thou but ſeriouſly conſidereſt how cloſely the 
generality of men are wedded to theit own con- 
ceptions, and how fondly they doat upon the brats 
of their 0wn fancy, and how unwilling they are 

| eb t 


whiet 
own. 
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to be #ccounted isnorant; and withal, how 
uncomely a thing it is to contend about 4 


goat's beard, or a lock of wool, (and truly 
moſt vehement altercations are commonly of ris 


higher concernment;) and what a diſturbnee all - 


this is to the company : thou wilt (1 doubt not) 


be extremely cautious how thou ori in à 


verbal combat. . 

3139 Many bear patiently chen croſſes 
bin never happen; they fancy to themſelves 
great evils to come, and they go through them 
with great courage, and upon this account reckon 
themſelves patent: yet in the mean while the 
Ittle vexations that occur daily diſſolve them into 


peeviſhneſs and fretful anger, and they cannot bear 


the leaſt eroſs or eontradiction when it is preſent. 
But thou muſt beware of this illuſion; and conſider 


that great oceaſions of patience happen but ſeldomz 
Whereas the leſſer are very frequent. Almoſt 


every Hour thou wilt have opportunities of exer- 


eiſtg this virtue; either by bearing with others; 
or by checking and correcting thyſelf; And thou 


ſhouldeſt always bear more chearfully that ers 


which is of Gcd's ſendings than that which is thy 


dn ehoieez for that which God 4ppoirits is 


N ©: ces 


— 
— — 22 — 
OY 


. 
x | 
$1 
7 
= 
— 
3 
4 | 
130 } 
1 5 
; 3 
1 
* 
1 
* 
1 N 
<q 4 
, 
1; N 
i ; 
.= 
'Y i . 
1 T: 
15- 1 
* 
. 1 
1 L 
LK: 
.ck 
5 
1 
9 
1788 
=_ 
1 bag 
y "y 
= 
= 
14 
" = 
"”, 
—_ 
: i 
1 * . = 
- + i 
z 
$556 
wo 
. 4 4 
1 
* | 
'T 1 
1 
— * 
. 1 
f A 
13 $ n 
Tt k 
+1 = 
1 
= 
7 —_ 
Oo * 2 4.4 
= w 1 5 
190 1 
1 £ 
TI 
1K ; 
FP i 
128 
1 
1 4 
wo 
4. 
TC, 
"= £ 
143% 
1 
. * « 
1 4 
: 
[7 
ID 
9 
1528 
1 
* 4 
oy 
. ; 
1 c 
7 ! 4 
N 
4 1 . 
> 
: 4 
: 1 
1 4 
1 
_— 1 8 
be 
1 
3 
1 ”» 
« 8 
. 
. ** * 
1+ 
136 
1 
17 
. 
8 
LS 
f l 
i 5 
e 4 
' 
$343 
ö 
ol: 
01 
73 
ls 
is 
5 
7 
7 , 
* 


ty 
{il 
in 
= 
| 
- 


© 8 — - — = * 2 of 2 
4 * — * ws >." ==. 2 _ U py M p4 — 
T * — 4 Sg — - 2 5 gy 2 bo A _ 3 * — * 4 = _ ——_ 5 — 
l KDA — * pa 9 he 61,05 eee Wr * ox In ney — — . © 
- 


1 72 1 


always beſt, whereas thou art ignorant, and alten 


deceived. 


3140 None can Ion ſaid to die ſuddenly, but he | 
that hath not thought of it enough. Thou haſt 
carried death about thee ever ſince thou waſt born. 


Thou haſt been entertained with daily ſpectacles 
of carcaſſes and funerals. Thou haſt heard. and 
read ſo much of the frailty of life, and ceftainty 

of death; doſt thou not know, that every moment 
thou liveſt, brings thee nearer thy end? Thy 
clothes wear out, thy houſes decay, and all things 
- periſh, and doſt thou look that thy body ſhould 
be immortal? What are the common accidents 
and diſeaſes of life, but ſo many warnings to thee 
to prepare for a remove? Thou haſt death at thy 


table, in thy daily food and nouriſhment; for 


thy life is maintained by the death of other crea- 
- tures, and thou haſt the lively picture of it every 
night for thy bedfellow in ſleep. With what face 
then canſt thou charge thy misfortunes with ſud- 
den death, that haſt ſpent thy whole life both at 
bed and board, among ſo many remembrances of 
thy mortality ? 

3141 It will not ſuffice that thou in 3 
endeavoureſt to keep under thy appetites and un- 


ruly paſſions; for corrupt nature is well enough 


pleaſed 
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pleaſed with all the apparel of formalities of mor- 
tification, ſelf-denial, and victory over paſſions; ; 
and philoſophers grow in love with the fair ideas 
of virtue in this pompous attire; and many in 
this have deceived themſelves, and boaſted * 
conqueſt over their evil inclinations, becauſe they 
find not in themſelves an averſion to virtue and 
good deſires. But when it comes to trial indeed, 
and they are no longer to fight with a notion of 
ſin in general, but with a preſent urging luſt, 
with a preſent uneaſineſs and neceſſity, with ſome 
provocations to anger, or to impatience ; ; then 
it appears how vain, how weak and inſi ignificant 
were their great thoughts and fine reſolutions. | 
3142. What wonder if men'are ſurprized with 
death's ſudden call, when. they | have to deal with 
a painful diſeaſe, that will ſuffer nothing elſe to 
be tended? With heirs, with legatees, or ex- 
pectants, with creditors or debtors, with wife and 
children, with kinsfolks and ſervants, with friends 
or enemies, and moreover with the world; which 
becauſe he hath loved: too much, he leaves ſore 
againſt | his will. Beſides he hath to deal with 
the death of the body, for which he is not duly 
prepared; and laſt of all with Satan, who then 
attacks him with all his forces, with hell, which 
+ AY then. 


\ 
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then appears in the moſt Uifinal ſhape, and in ali 
its terror. But know thou, that moment of time 


will not be ſufficient for ſuch a_multitude 6f 
buſineſs, therefore thou onghteſt to be in earneſt, 


and diligent, to take great care before-hand, 


that — comeſt well provided to the laſt and 
ſharpeſt combat. 


3143 Break not off 2 for a 5 . | 


nor continue it agathſt reaſon. Paſſion, anger, 
and unklndneſs, may give a wound that ſhall 
bleed and ſmart, but it is treachery only that 
makes it rankle and mortify. The reaſon of the 
: difference is manifeſt; for kally words or blows, 
either may be only an effect of a ſudden paſſion, 
during which a man is not perfectly himſelf; but 
no man goes about to deceive and enſnare another 
in a paſſſon, nor to lay trains and ſet traps, and 
give ſecret blows in a preſent huff: no; this is 
always done with forecaſt and deſign, with a ſteady 
aiming, and a long projecting malice, aſſiſted with 
all the fill and art of a managed hypocriſy ; and 
perhaps, not without the phraiſaical feigned 


guiſe of ſelf-denial and mortification, which are 


things in which the whole man, and the whole 
devil too, are employed, and all the powers and 
faculties of the mind are exerted and made uſe of. 


3144 Love 


When they think moſt to ferve God, they only 
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mae Love fibt vittue tnbfe for its glory ehig 
its gobdneſs“ fake. Sönte aſpire After god, be- 
cafe it is a thing high and tranſcendent: they 
Hoe 4 Hit and vere life, becauſe it denbtes à 
brave ſpirit : they preſerve inVard peace; becauſe 
it is pleaſant : they enquire after the way to hea⸗ 
ven, and to that parpoſe conſult many books, 
that they may enlargs their thowledge, and [atisfy 
their eutioſity © ant} they walk in the narrow way + 
to perfection, that they may delight in themſelves, 
and admirè their own exctfenGies: all this theſe 
men do for to pleaſe and thagnify themſelves. 


ſerve their dn pride; and when at laſt they ſhall 
expect gteat rc Wards, they ſhall find their hands 
einpty of gobd works, and their hearts full bf n- 
thing bat ſelf- lobe. Therefore thou oughteſt to 
frek God with hunmity, with ſingleneſs of heart, 
and a fincere ſpirit, to love him above all things, 


| and for his own ſake. 


3145 Cate illos quos notuvit denn. Beware of N 
thoſe whom Ged has marked. He that hath any 
thing fixed in His perfon that doth inddce cot- 


tempt, hath alſo an ardent defire to reſcue and 


deliver himfelf from ſtorn. Upon this he becometh 


Envidus and malicions, as defiring others may be 


N 6 brought 


a. 
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brought to the ſame level in ſome kind or other 


with him. Hence alſo he grows bold and inſolent, | 


as ſtanding up ſturdily i in his own defence; vigi- 
lant alſo and watchful to catch all opportunities 
of doing ſhrewd turns. But it muſt be confeſſed 
and allowed, that all deformed perſons are not 
thus; for ſome, that they may throw off the un- 
kindneſs of nature, take a quite contrary courſe, 
and, walking in the ways of virtue, humility, 
and perfect good - nature, merit the eſteem and love 
of all they live and converſe with. Thus crooked 
men are obſerved to be, either notoriouſly bad, or 
moſt excellently good. Sho! 

3146 Look not about thee to ak another what 
ſort of man thou art, and whether. thou acteſt 
well or ill; but lock inward, examine thy own 
thoughts and inchnation : know for thyſelf and 
ſtand by that. Opinion makes us judge and eſteem 


ourſelves, not according to our own ſenſe and 


conſciouſneſs, but according to the vain thoughts 
and talk of other men. We defer ſo much to 
others* opinions, that except they will pleaſe to 


count us happy, we cannot be ſo. We are nat 


contented to live to ourſelves, but we muſt alfo 
entertain a troubleſome, imaginary life, to pleaſe 
we know not whom, people that perhaps know 


us. 


n 
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us not, and, to be ſure, care not for us; whoſe 
judgment we light in other things, thus neglect- 
ing that true and real life which we ourſelves 
enjoy, we make it our care and endeayour to pre- 
ſerve and adorn that life which depends on others, 
and hath no ſubſiſtence but in another's fancy: 


* — 


and ſo far doth this deluſion prevail, that what we 


ourſelves feel and know, is nothing to us except 
others be acquainted with it alſo. 


3147 Good- nature is the very air of a a good. 


mind, the ſign of a large and generous ſoul,. and 
the peculiar ſoil on which virtue proſpers. But 


the world having a notion of it that is very wrong, 
and of miſchievous conſequences, I deſire to ſet 
them right, and let them know, that that is not 
to be called good- nature by which men become 
impotent and incapable of withſtanding any im- 
portunities, be they never ſo unreaſonable, be they 


never ſo dangerous, or refuſing any temptations 3 ; 
but as if they were crippled i in their powers, or 


crazed in their minds, are wholly governed by 
example, and ſneakingly conform themſelves to 


other men's humours and vices; and in a word, 


become every man's fool that hath the confidence 


to impoſe upon them. Now this is ſo far from 


that lovely maiculine temper of true com plaiſance, 


that 
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that it is indeed n better thih 4 endif bawfüt- 
neſs; a feeble puftlanitnfty „ 4 filly ſöftnels 6f 
mind, which m ales 4 man firft the dave afld 
property, a nd thei at lalt the Vorn, of tis 
yy 

Yet K4ft no reaſon to be thy ſtudy 
ae gur into the word and wifl of God, às ir 
thou Kknoweft already What is neceflafy to bt 
known. I have Heard foine excuſe thenhfeſves 
froth Tuch "{fudits by à wit, that they tould 


Practiſe whit they ay Enov, and then they 


fthiould riot döubt But ts ds Well enough. Such 
backwafdnefs and excuſes atgue only chat their 
confeience is ready troubleſome to them for 
their breach and neglect of duty; ar they are 
Afraid, if it ſhould be further informed, it would 
give" them preater difquiet, of they tou be con- 
ſtrained to that firiftnefs of life, that would be 
very uneaſy to them, ſo that though they with 
they could practiſe what they know, yet indeed, 
the reaſon why t the ey defire not to increaſe in 
Enowledge is, becauſe they have no real mind to 


mend their practice, nor be bound up to that 5 


exactneſs of holy walking, that the word re- 
| quires. 


3149 Thou 
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. 
3149 Thou inay'ft poſfibly meet, fokietinie or 
other, with a certain grave, ſupercilious ſort of a 


gentleman, who, pretending great goodneſs to 
thee, but really intending great glory to himſelf, 


will be continually haunting and perſecuting : 


thee with his wiſdom and advice. I ſuppoſe 1 


need not forewarn thee to Keep out of his walk, 


for thy own uneaſineſs will do it enough: he is 
a dreadful friend; he will take the advantage of 


#4 x7 


ſels as laws, and Sa the air of a maſter, that 


takes away the ptivilege of examining what he 


Rays, will endeavour to force thy Aung oy. auto 

Fail to give himſelf for ah chimighe, and apply to 
all his purpoſes his obſervations of former times, 
when he was a flouriſhing young man he will 
bring his own adventures for proofs. He has 
ſeen all that he advances ; every thing that he 


ſays is extraordinary, and worthy to be laid up: 
And the fear of not ſaying enough to perſuade, 


makes him always ſay too much to be believed or 
regarded. 
3150 Lay aſide conftraint (in company) and 


ſubtilty; it is enough in common converſation, 
to 1 decency and order; as to the reſt, 


thou 


: * * 
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thou may'ſt flag as low as the earth, if FER ſeem 


to deſire it, or do ſo themſelves. The learned 


often ſtumble at this ſtone; they will be always 
ſhewing their utmoſt ſkill, and how much they 
excel the reſt; and ſo they ſtrew their diſcourſes 


All over with flowers of their eloquence, and quote 


Plato and Aquinas in things, that the firſt man 


they meet could determine as well; the learning 


that cannot penetrate their ſkulls, hangs ill upon 


their tongues... | 
3151 When thou wouldeſt make a jeſt to excite 


laughter, "twill be beſt to ſpeak in a cold and 
ſerious manner, that the company may be plealingly 


ſurprized i in ſeeing thee ſerious in the midſt of 
perſons- who rend the air with laughter. Yet I 
have obſerved ſome who laughed fo heartily all the 
way they were uttering of witty things, that they 
made the company the beſt divertiſment in the 


| world; but then their way and manner became 


only themſelves, and was not to be imitated by 
others. As I conceived, the thing which took ſo 
much was, that they ſhewed nothing of pride and 
conceitedneſs, or any thing of hidden prefe- 
rence of themſelves before the reſt (which would 
have given diſguſt), but ſhewed all along a. 


wonderful ſweetneſs. of nature, and gaiety of tem- 


per, 
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per, which joining with the * of the 
company, and cauſing them to laugh together 
with them, rendered all of a piece, and proved 
exceedingly endearing, oblkging⸗ e and 
merry. 

3152 Upon a journey, men uſe to 3 on all 


e eee they can, and to make ſport of 
all the inconveniencies of the ways and weather, 


and little croſs accidents that befal them. And 
thus, if thou haſt but the art and wiſdom to do 
it, many of the leſſer i inconveniencies of life might 


well enough be played off, and made matters ra- 
ther of mirth and diverſion, than of melancholy 


and ſerious trouble. But there are ſome evils and 
calamities of human life that are too heavy and 
ſerious to be jeſted withal, and require the greateſt 
conſideration, and a very great degree of patience 
to ſupport us under them, and enable us to bear 
them decently; as the loſs of friends and deareſt 
relations; as the loſs of an only ſon grown up to 
be well fixed and ſettled in a virtuous courſe, 


and promiſing all the comfort to his parents that 


they themſelves could wiſh : theſe certainly are 
ſome of the greateſt evils of this world, and hardeſt 
to be born. For men may pretend to what they 


. wil to philoſophy and contempt of the world, 


and 


"Rr 


| 8 
and of the periſhinig comforts and enjoyments of 


it, to the great extirpation of their - paſſions, 


and an inſenfibility of theſe things, which the 
weaker and undifciplined of, mankind keep ſuch a 
wailing and lamentation about. But when all is 
done, nature hath framed us às we are; and hath 
planted in our conſtitution ſtrong inclinations: and 


affections to our friends and relations; ad thoſe 
affections are as natiraly moved; upon ſuch 


6ccafions, and pluck every ſtring of 6ur hearts 4s 
violently; as extreme hunger and thirſt do gnaw 
upon bur ſtomachis. Whatever we thightily lovez 
doth in ſome ſort becbme a patt of urſelves, and 
catinot hang ſo loofe upon us as tõ be ſeparated 
from us without trouble; any more than à Hifilb; 
that is vitally, and by ſtrong ligaments; ünfted ts 
the body, can be dropped off when we pleaſe; Gr 
N from the iran e 1 


81? 


. wy 


AN 


A f N WL 


r (5 ww OG. & (09. vo 


CONCERNING | 1 | 
SINCERITY and DECEIT. | 
= 1 i 
- | 
5 . 
r At dolus obſcuro gradientes atre ſepſit; 
Et multo nebulæ circum trans fudit ami ctu. 
Let no man go beyond, and defraud his brother, 
in any matter ; for the Lord is the avenger of 
7 ſuch, 1 Thal. iv. 6. 
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CONCERNING 


SINCERITY AN DECEIT. 


T behoves thee to diftinguiſh between' deceit 
and diffimulation, Deceiving or impoſing 


upon others, to their prejudice, is always and 
utterly unlawful. But that ſort of diffimulation 


which means no ill, or is no other than conceal- 
ment of one's mind, is not only lawful, but'in 
many of the affairs of life abſolutely neceſſary: 
for nature gives every one a right to defend him- 


ſelf; and ſurely, filence is a very innocent de- 


fence. | EE 
By prudent diffimulation, thou may'ſt ſome- 
times parry, and put by many injuries; and pre- 


vent many affronts, which could Neues be done 


without it. 


Let 


4 


Let thy ſincerity be ever accompanied with pru- 
dence and cireumſpection. Thou art bound always 
to ſpeak ſincerely when thou doſt ſpeak ; bus thou 
art not bound always to ſpeak. 


Honeſty ought to have wiſdom 8 not 1 | 


craft) for its guard : for ſince we are fallen into 
an age full of artifice, wherein words, which were 
invenked to expreſs our thoughts, ſeem now_to 


be applied only to the concealing them with a- 


good grace ; it muſt be confeſſed, that innocence 
had need of a maſk. And *tis no leſs imprudent to 


lay open thy heart to thoſe that are always upon 


the watch, than it would be to march quite naked 
among. enemies, whom we could neither offend, 
nor defend ourſelves from. 

I would have thee deal wiſely; yet fo ipcerely, 
that thou, needeſt not fear the examination of thy 
purpoſes and actions: and haſt no reaſon to refuſe 
witnefles, even of thy very thoughts, if ſuch a thing 
were poſſible. 


Subtilty and fly carriage always cauſeth ſulpi- 


cion ; but wiſdom purchaſeth reſpect. Wherefore 
I would: have thee know, that cloſeneſs of heart, 
or diſcreet diſſimulation in matters of conſequence, 
is wiſdom; and it may be ſerved without tricking 
ill craft, by an openneſs in things of leſs mo- 
| ment, 


. 
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ment. But ſincerity, though in itſelf a virtue, 
yet may ſometimes he as blameable as a lie. That 
is, when. thou uſeſt it unreaſonably: when. thou 


ſpeakeſt with ſincerity of things thou oughteſt to 


be ſilent in, thou wilt offend thoſe of whom 
thou ſpeakeſt; and thou wilt give them cauſe. to 
accuſe thee of imprudence, * and want of 
good- nature. | 

In all thy dealings bd che matter will bear 
it, and the perſons concerned are fit for it) 
uſe a kind of opennels and freeneſs. Such be- 
haviour will make others free to thee, and will 
get thee the report of upright dealing; and then 
men will negociate more ſincerely and plainly 
with thee, - — will make thy tranſactions 
ealy. 

Pruth and ſincerity cught to be miſtreſs. nat 
only of thy, beart and mind, but alſo of all that 
appears in thee, or comes from thee. That is, thy 
words ought; never to diſagree with thy thoughts 
or actions; and there ſhould be nothing within 
thee that gives thee the lie. 

Of all things in the world give not. thyſelf up 
to lying. A lyar is a moſt deteſtable and moſt 


miſerable wretch, He excludes himſelf from the 
_ of prudent and good men; and moſt. har- 


ribly 
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ribly 56inerh himſelf to the Devil, yielding wp 
himſelf to his bitter bondage and power. T 
Be always fo precifely true in whatſoever thou 
relateſt of thy own knowledge, that thou may'ſt 
get an undoubted and * ſettled reputation of 
veracity ; and thou wilt gain this advantage by 
it, that every body will believe (without further 


proof) pate _ ter By. it never ſo 


pz ſtrange. FP 
Hold to truth; and it will make thee ſafe, 
and eafy. One that was going ambaſſador to 
Venice, begged of Sir Harry Motion advice how he 
might carry himſelf among thoſe ſuperfine poli- 
ticians. Sir Harry told him he ſhould always 
ſpeak truth: it will be the greateſt blind in the 
world : they will not believe you, becauſe -they 
will ſtill look beyond it, to find out ſome piece of 
fine craft; and come what will; you will s ſafe, 
and-incur no blame. 9 „21 
Be religiouſly nice, even to ſuperſtition, in 
keeping all thy promiſes or covenants, though 
in never ſo ſlight matters; and though afterwards 
thou perceiveſt, thou mighteſt have done better, 
yet let not any precedent act of thine be altered 
by any after-accident. - Let nothing make thee 
wore thy word or PIIOn: ; unlefs it be un- 
lawful, 


T 289 ] 


lawful, hurtful to the party, or /impeiſſible. And _ 
therefore, whenever thou art nat very certain f 
performance, have a care to make them * 


tional. 

- ſt thou refuſeſt —— ani 
out of a ſeeming lowlineſs of mind, and con- 
tempt of the world; and at the ſame time under- 
hand ftriveſt to obtain them; or to propagate thy 


tame by a feigned renunciation.: know this, that 


thou art guilty of an abominable falſity, and an 


arrogant humility not to be endured by men of 


{ſenſe and probity. 

Tf thou doſt acts of charity, that thou may iſt 
be ſeen of men, and have the name of a good and 
charitable perſon; or if thou inter deſt thy charity 
thould be an Abſalam's pillar, to continue thy name 
to poſterity: in theſe caſes, thy charity (as thou 
calleft it) to others, is only love to , 1 
thou haſt thy reward. 

As for mendicating fifhling ꝓreſents, which 
are given with no -generous intention; but are 
baits of a ſmall fly, to take a great fiſh with: 


theſe are in truth but a cunning ſort of begging, 


and no better. I hope, thou wilt take up fo 
generous a mind, as to diſdain ànd utterly deteſt 
„„ 
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When thou haſt a mind to buy a thing, ſee 
that thou doſt not diſparage it, by putting about 


| ſuſpicions of its goodneſs, or publiſhing faults 


which thou knoweſt not to belong to it; but in- 
venteſt, to the end, that thou may'ſt put by another 


buyer, and may'ſt get it thyſelf for leſs than it is 


worth. Theſe are moſt pitiful, ſhameful tricks, 


which, tis to be wiſhed, were no where to be 


found, but among the pooreſt, loweſt, and worſt 
of the people. 

In bargaining and ſelling any FO (let the 
way of the world be what it will) do not thou 


deceive the buyer; not only by direct falſity, but 
even by ſpeaking what is true, in a ſenſe not un- 


derſtood by him : otherwiſe, he thinks, he buyeth 


one thing, and thou diſhoneſtly delivereſt ano- 
ther. 


If thou denieſt, or by any art concealeſt the 
faults, which thou knoweſt are in thy commo- 
dity; or if thou commendeſt it for good qualities 
it hath not; or if thou ſelleſt by falſe mea- 
ſures, weights, or tale; or if thou exacteſt a price 
beyond its real worth and preſent market : 
in theſe caſes thou letteſt not the buyer have 
what he thought he bought of thee, and thou 


takeſt of him ſome part of his money for nothing 


at 
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at all; and ſo thou art guilty of Jying, extortion, 
and thievery. 

But if thou confirmeſt all by oaths and im- 
precations (as traders very often do), thou then 
addeſt perjury to all the reſt. And what a heap 
of villanies are - here gathered together, enough 
to ſink a poor ſoul to deſtruction; and all this, 
only to ſcrew a little more money out of his 
neighbour's pocket; and that ſometimes ſo very 
little, that *tis a miracle, that any man that thinks 
he has a ſoul, can ſet it at ſo miſerable and con- 
temptible a price. 

When thou ſelleſt, let not the price be height- 
ened by the neceſſity or unſkilfulneſs of the buyer: 
for the firſt is direct uncharitableneſs to the per- 


ſon, and injuſtice in the thing, becauſe the man's 
neceſſity could not naturally enter into the con- 


ſideration of the value of the commodity; and the 


_ other is downright deceit, oppreſſion, and extor- 
tion. Thou wouldeſt not willingly be ſerved ſo -. 


thyſelf. 

*Tis a very great miſtake in thee, if thou 
thinkeſt of getting a good name, and laſting re- 
putation in the world, by tricking and falſe ap- 
pearances. 


O 2 If 


— 
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If integrity do not make thee proſperous and 
rich, yet it will at leaſt keep thee from being 
miſerable. A quiet and good conſcience is a con- 
tinual comfort, come what will. 

There are, I believe, not many inſtances of 
men, who (if they underſtood and minded their 


buſineſs) have ever ſuffered much by their up- 
rightneſs and integrity in dealing; it being very | 


Hard to imagine, that a trader ſhould be a loſer 
by thoſe virtues which advance credit and re- 

If thou employeſt plain men, and canft find 
ſuch as are commonly honeſt, they will work 


faithfully, and do thy bufineſs according to thy 


orders: but cunning fellows will, for their own 
credit, venture without command ; and from thy 


buſineſs try to derive credit to themſelves, without 


regard to thee. 


If thou truſteft a known knave, thou haſt no 
other recompence, but to be accounted a fool for 
thy pains; and if thou truſteſt thyſelf into ruin 
and beggary, thou falleſt, unpitied, a ſacrifice to 
thy own folly and credulity : for if thou ſuffereſt 


thyſelf to be impoſed upon by a known deceiver, 


thou goeſt partner in the cheat, and deceiveſt 


thyſelf; and then thou art deſpiſed, and laughed 


at 


courſe 
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d at as à ſoft, eaſy fellow; and one that is as unfit 
9 to be relied on for thy weakneſs, as the other can 
be for his falſeneſs. - 


In dealing with cunning men, thou ſhouldeſ# 
of ever conſider their ends, to.interpret their ſpeeches : = 
* and it is good to ſay little to them; and that.. ü 
he which they leaſt look for. 1 
7 
er 


Thou art to believe. a man when he promiſes 
what may turn to his own advantage, as well as 11 
5 thine. | 1 


A man's word, that tells thee he is thy friend, i | 
id ought not to be taken for his ſaying fo; nor © | 
'k | ought he to take thine. Both one and the other 
y _ ought. to give proof. (if they have opportunity) 
a of what: they ſay. And nothing can give greater 
wy aſſurance that two men are friends, than when 
1 experience makes them mutually acknowledge 
it, whenſoever opportunity ſerves, or ean be 
5 found out. 
or If ſome ſort of exigence ſhould ſs bring it 
in about, as tal enn a man of uſual honeſty and 
5 ſomething of conſcience, to diſſemble, thou may ſt 
it eaſily perceive it; for he will ſeem diſturbed, 
"WM and loſt in himſelf, and will heſitate in his dif- 
ſt courſe, becauſe he feels his heart and tongue 
ed | O 2 | divided, 


_ 
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divided, which pulls him two different ways at 

once. TE | 
Be ever prudent and wary, and take heed of 

being caught; and preſume not upon thy own 

ſufficiency too much. Men are every jot as eaſily 


impoſed upon, as birds, beaſts, and fiſhes, while 
the eagerneſs of appetite ſuſpends the exerciſe of 
reaſon. A treat, a woman, a bottle of wine is 


the ſame thing, that a worm, a gudgeon, a grain of 
corn, or a bit of fleſh is to thoſe animals. We ſnap 
at the bait, without ever dreaming of the hook, 
and trap, and ſnare. | 

Let conſcience, and. honour, ' and 4 


nature, govern all thy actions and dealings. Let 


particular intereſt and love of thyſelf carry thee 
no further than equity and charity will bear 
thee out. c 
In all things preſerve integrity. The con- 
ſcience of thy own uprightneſs will alleviate the 
toil of buſineſs, and ſoften the harſhneſs of ill ſuc- 
ceſs and diſappointments, and give thee an humble 
confidence before God ; when the ingratitude of 
man, or the iniquity of the times rob thee of other 
due reward. 
I would have thee perfectly * and hate all 
tricks and cheats: and if at any time thou makeſt 
uſe 


123 


uſe of artifice, let it be only as a counter-poiſon ;. 


never to do evil, but to avoid it; never to aſſault 
others, but to defend thyſelf. 

Keep the ways of integrity and juſtice ; it is 
both more eaſy and more ſafe, than to turn away 
into ſhuffling and unfair dealing: yet commonly 
men's paſſions, cuſtoms, and evil inclinations, lead 
them into by-paths. 

Deceive not; defraud not; but keep up to the 
ſtricteſt rules of juſtice and honeſty: for all unjuſt 


_ acquiſitions will one day prove like a barbed arrow, 


that muſt be plucked back again; and that not 
without horrible pain and anguiſh, or elſe will de- 
{troy thee eternally. 

By no means come into the way of the men 
of the world, that think themſelves cunning, 
and are eternally counterfeiting and diſſembling: 


for the advantage thou wilt get by it will be, 


never to be believed when thou ſeriouſly ſpeakeſt 
truth. I grant, this may once or twice perhaps 
paſs upon men; but to profeſs concealing of thy 


thoughts, will be to give warning to all, who have 


any thing to.do with thee, that whatſoever thou 
ſayeſt is all but lying and deceit: and by how 
much more thou art ſubtile and cunning, by ſo 
O4 much 
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much thou art ſuſpected and hated: and then 
when' it is come to that paſs, that the opinion of 
thy integrity is ruined, loft, and gone, thou wilt 
every where have a hard game to play. 

In treating and buſineſs, inſtead of craft. and 
cunning, make uſe of affability, ſweetneſs, and 
courteſies: by theſe thou ſhalt eaſily ſlide through 
difficulties; and when thou ſucceedeſt not, yet 
thou wilt be likely to come fairly off, | 

If thou wilt be ſecret, thou muſt be (where 
conſcience” will bear it) a ſort of a diflembler in 
ſome degree; for men are too cunning to ſuffer a 
man to keep an indifferent carriage. They will 
beſet him with queſtions, and draw him on, and 


pick it out of him; ſo that, without an abſurd 


ſilence, he muſt ſhew an inclination one way; or, 
if he do not, they will gather as much by his ſilence 
as by his ſpeech. As for gt s, they 
cannot hold out long. 


If any trickitering fellow come pumping of 


thee with crafty queſtions, to get out of thee 
what thou oughteſt to conceal, and haſt no mind 
to give a reſolving anſwer, receive him civilly, 
but be not at the cxpence of a lie to ſend him 
going. A ready man may find out many ways to 

| put 
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put his paſſes by. One may be, to better thy- 
ſelf of ſome interrogation alſo, by which thou 
may'ſt rival the other's; and either procure for- 
bearance, or draw him into an equal hazard with 
thyſelf. Chriſt did thus to the prieſts, Matth. xxi. 24. 
This may be eaſier done, if thou gueſſeſt before- 
hand what will be aſked, for then thou may ſt 
prepare thyſelf. 

But if he perſiſts and grows rudely importunate, 
perhaps it may be thy beſt way, with a ſmart ſort 
of freedom, to let him know thou underſtandeft' 


his drift, and wilt not have that pulled from thee 


by artifice and trieks which thou mighteſt perhaps 
have told him, had he not inſidiouſſy gone about 
to overreach thee; and ſo on that ſcore thou 
may'ſt deny any further converſe in that matter: 
but this may not be done to thoſe that are much 
thy ſuperiors.. 

Whenever thou ſeeſt a man that would have 
beguiled and impoſed upon thee baſely, by making 
thee believe a pernicious lie, thou may'{t truly 
ſay of that perſon, That is the man who would 
have ruined 'me ; who would have ſtripped me of 
the dignity of my nature, and put out the eye of 
my reaſon to advantage himſelf; or to make him- 

Os ſelf 
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fea ſport with my 8 my folly, and my 


diſhonour. 
But the falſeneſs of a pretended friend that 


has betrayed thee, does not give thee a right to 
do the ſame by him. Thy duty does not depend 
upon his performance : his faults do not autho- 
rize thine, | 


Uſe honeſty and ſincerity in all thy __ 
actions; *twill put trickiſh men out of their 


play; *twill break all their meaſures by which 
they hoped to compaſs their evil ends : for knaves 
commonly think that nothing can be well done 
but by knavery; but this is a great miftake. | 

For put a couple of artful, ſharping fellows 
together upon buſineſs, and they ſhall fall into 
ſo many tricks, and uſe ſo many wiles to blind, 
overreach, and catch one another, that they will 
be able to bring nothing to paſs in a long time, 
and will leave it entangled, and not ſo well as they 
found it: whereas, if two underſtanding, honeſt, 
and plain men meet about it, they will eaſily and 
preſently ſet the matter right. And fo the Lord 
Bacon might well ſay, there is a great difference 
between a cunning man and a wiſe man, not only 


in point of honeſty, but ability alſo, 
| Truſt 


1 
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Truſt not to a counterfeit outſide to hide thee : 
flatter not thyſelf in thy ſubtilty : imagine not 
thou art ſo cloſe that none can 1 fee thee, or find out 
thy ways of working. : 

For fraud and artifice are quickly diſcerned if 
they be too groſs ; and eaſily broken if too fine. 
And as ſome men uſe craft for their intereſt, ſo 
others have an intereſt to find it out. Alſo diſ- 
ſimulation requires too much punctual caution 
to ſecure itſelf from being diſcovered; and the 
pains thou takeſt to hide it, even that very often 
betrays it. 

In fine, if thou art a ſincere, plain dealing, 
honeſt man, thy life ſhall be quiet and happy; 
thou ſhalt have the continual feaſt of a good con- 
ſcience, ſhalt enjoy the ſweets of ſociety, and the 
bleflings of friendſhip: and though thou art not 
rich, yet like the meek man, thou ſhalt inherit 
the earth, 

But as for thoſe that VEN given up them- 
felves to tricking and treachery, they are the 
moſt miſerable and lamentable wretches living: 
Their own heart will tell them they have been 
not a whit better than highway rogues : their 


Whole life has been a continued piece of thievery, 
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pain, and perplexity ; and at laft, if (which com- 
monly happens) they come to beggary, then (as 
it. is in the P/a/ms) They will grin like a dag; and 
will go about the city. They will run hwre and there 
for meat, and grudge if they be not ſatisfied. 
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AN ABSTRACT OF 
* Nd 


ARCHBISHOP TILLOTSON's SERMON, 


INCERIT V ſignifies a ſimplicity of mind and 
manners in our converſation and carriage one 
towards another, ſingleneſs of heart, diſcovering 
itſelf in a conſtant plainneſs and openneſs of beha- 
viour, free from all inſidious devices, and little tricks 
and fetches of craft and cunning, from all falſe 
appearances and deceitful diſguiſes of ourſelves in 
word or action. | 

It is to ſpeak as 'we think, to do as we pretend 
and profeſs, to perform and make good what we 
promiſe, and really to be what we would ſeem 
and appear to be. 

Not that we are obliged to tell every man 
all our mind, but we are never to declare any 
thing contrary to it. We may be ſilent, and 
conceal as much of ourſe}ves, as prudence, or any 


UPON JOHN i, 47» 


other good reaſon requires; but we muſt not put 


On 
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on a diſguiſe, and make a falſe appearance and _ 
empty ſhew of what we are not, either in words me: 
or actions. . ſigr 
Contrary to this virtue of ſincerity is moſt of ſki] 
that compliment which is generally in conver- con 
ſation; and which, for the moſt part, is nothing ] 
but words, and a pretence of that kindneſs and the 
eſteem for perſons which we have not, or not the 
to that degree which our expreſſions ſeem to ; onl 
import. | | tha 
Which, if done with deſign, is that which we and 
call flattery, a very odious ſort of inſincerity, and 
ſo much the worſe, becauſe it abuſeth men into upr 
a vain and fooliſh opinion of themſelves, and an Th. 
ill- grounded confidence of the kindneſs and good- any 
will of others towards them. God 
Now, beſides that, all hypocriſy and infin- 1 
cerity is mean in itſelf, having falſhood at the the 
bottom; it is alſo often made uſe of to the preju- | I 
dice of others in their rtghts and intereſts, when pref 
men practiſe- upon one another falſeneſs, fraud, but 
perfidiouſneſs, and infinite little crafts and arts way 
of deceit. _ | rega 
Theſe, dexterouſly managed, ſo. as not to be by j 
too plain and open to diſcovery, are looked upon af 
by many as ſigns of great depth and ſhrewdneſs, and 
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admirable inſtruments of buſineſs, and neceſſary 
means for the compaſſing our own ends and de- 
ſigns; and paſs for great policy, as if the very 
ſkill of governing and managing human affairs did 
conſiſt in theſe little tricks and devices. 

But he that looks more narrowly, and will have 
the patience to obſerve the end of them, will find 
them to be the greateſt follies; and that it is 
only for want of true- wiſdom and underſtanding 
that men turn aſide to tricks]; 55 make diſſimulation 
and lies their refuge. | 

It is Solomon's obſervation, that he that walketh 
»prightly walketh ſurely ; but the folly of fools is deceit, 
That is, the moſt egregious piece of folly that 


any fool can be guilty of is to play the knave. 


Sed ſtultus divertit ad dolos. To make uſe of theſe 
is a ſign that a man wants underſtanding to ſee 
the plain and direct way to his end. 

I will not deny but theſe little arts may ſerve a 
preſent turn, and perhaps ſucceſsfully enough; 


but true wiſdom goes deep, and reacheth a great 


way further, looking to the end of things, and 
regarding the future as well as the preſent; and 
by judging upon the-whole matter and ſum of 
affairs, doth clearly diſcern, that whereas craft 
and n are only uſetul for the preſent occa- 

ſion, 
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fion, integrity is of a laſting uſe, and will be ſer⸗ 
viceable to us upon all occafions, and in the whole 

courſe of our lives. 
And that diſſimulation and decals, though they 
may do ſome preſent execution in buſineſs, yet 
they recoil upon a man terribly afterwards, ſo as 
to make him ſtagger, and by degrees to weaken, 
and at laſt deſtroy his reputation, which is a 
much. more uſeful, and. ſubſtantial, and laſting 
inſtrument of proſperity and ſucceſs in human 
affairs, than any- tricks and deceits whatſoever, 
But to make out theſe clearer, I offer theſe fol- 
lowing. conſiderations. = 
Hypocriſy and inſincerity is a very vain and 
fooliſh thing: it is deſigned to cheat others, but 
is in truth a deceiving of ourſelves. No man 
would flatter or diſſemble did he believe it were 
ſeen and diſcovered. An open knave is a great 
fool, who deſtroys at once both his 3 and his 
reputation. 
Truth and reality have all the i of 
appearance, and many more. If the ſhew of any 
thing be good for any thing, I am ſure ſincerity 
is better; for why does any man diſſemble, or 
ſeem to be that which he is not, but becauſe he 
thinks it good to have ſuch a quality as he pre- 
tends 
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tends to? For to counterfeit and diſſemble, is to 


put on the appearance of ſome real excellency: 


now the beſt way in the world for a man to ſeem 


to be any thing, is e what he would 
ſeem to be. 
Befides, that it is many times as * to 


make good the pretence of a good quality, as 


to have it; and if a man have it not, it is ten to 
one but he is diſcovered to want it, and then all 
his pains and labour to ſeem to have it is loft. 
There is ſomething unnatural in painting, which 
a ſkilful eye will eaſily diſcern from native * 
and complexion. 

It is hard to perſonate and act aun long; for 
where truth is not at the bottom; Nature will 
always be endeavouring to return, and will peep 
out, and betray herſelf one time or other. | 

Therefore, if any man think it convenient to 
ſeem good, let him be ſo indeed, and then his 
goodneſs will appear to every body's ſatisfaction. 
For truth is convincing, and carries its on light 
and evidence along with it, and will not only 
commend us to every man's conſcience, but (which 
is much more) to God, who ſearcheth and ſeeth 
our hearts: ſo that, upon all accounts, ſincerity 
Is true wiſdom. 


Parti- 


Ve 


[ 306 ] 


- Particularly, as to the affairs of this world, 
integrity hath many advantages over all the fine 
and artificial ways of diſſimulation and deceit. It 
is much the plainer and eaſier, much the ſafer and 
more ſecure way of dealing in the world: it hath 


leſs of trouble and difficulty, of entanglement and 


perplexity, of danger and hazard in it: it is the 
ſhorteſt and neareſt way to our end, carrying us 
thither in a {trait line, and will hold out and laſt 
longeſt. | 


grow weaker and leſs effectual and ſerviceable. to 
them that uſe them; whereas integrity gains 
ftrength by uſe ; and the more and longer any 
man practiſeth it, the greater fervice it does him, 
by confirming his reputation, and encouraging 


thoſe with whom he hath to do, to repoſe the 


greater truſt and confidence in him, which is an 
unſpeakable advantage in the 3 and affairs 
of life. ; 

But a diſſembler muſt always be upon his guard, 


and watch himſelf carefully, that he do not con- 


tradict his own pretence; for he acts an un- 
natural part, and therefore muſt put a continual 
force and reſtraint upon himſelf. 

Truth 


The arts of deceit and cunning do continually | 


read 1 


ſelf t. 


„„ 


Truth always lies appernielt; an if a man do 
not carefully attend, he will be apt to bolt it out; 
whereas he that acts ſincerely hath the eaſieſt taſk 
in the world, becauſe he follows nature, and ſo is 


put to no trouble and care about his words and 
actions. He needs not invent any pretences before- 
hand, nor make excuſes afterwards, for any —_ | 


he hath ſaid or done. 


But infincerity is very troubleſome to manage. 
A man hath ſo many things to attend to, ſo many 


ends to bring together, as make his life a very 


perplexed and intricate thing. A liar had need of 
a good memory, leſt he contradict at one time 
what he ſaid at another. | 

But truth is always conſiſtent with itſelf, and 
needs nothing to help it out; it is always near at 
hand, and fits upon our lips, and is ready to 


drop out before we are aware; whereas a lie is 


troubleſome, and ſets a man's invention upon the 
rack, and one trick needs a great ; more to 
make it good. 5 


The crafty man is always in danger, and 


when he thinks he walks in the dark, all his pre- 


tences are ſo tranſparent, that he that runs may 
read them. He is the laſt man that finds him- 


ſelf to be found out; and whilſt he takes it for 


granted 


1 38 J | 
granted that he makes fools of others, he renders 


himſelf ridiculous. 


Add to all this, that ſincerity i is the moſt com- 
pendious wiſdom, and an excellent inſtrument 
for the ſpeedy diſpatch of buſineſs; it creates 


confidence in thoſe we have to deal with, ſaves the 


labour of many enquiries, and brings things to am 
iſſue in few words, It is like travelling in a plain, 
beaten road, which commonly brings a wan 
ſooner to his journey's end than — 
men often loſe themſelves. 

In a word, whatſoever convenience may be 
thought to be in falſhood and diſſimulation, it is 
ſoon over, but the inconvenience of it is perpe- 
tual ; becauſe it brings a man under an everlaſting 
jealouſy and ſuſpicion; ſo that he is not believed 
when he ſfeaks truth, nor truſted when perhaps 
he means honeſtly. When a man hath once for- 
feited the reputation of his integrity, he is ſet faſt, 
and nothing will then ſerve his turn, neither 
truth nor falſhood. | | 

Your artful, cunning trickſters are ſo blinded 
by their cavetauſneſs and ambition, that they 
cannot look beyond a preſent advantage, nor for- 


bear to ſeize upon it, though by ways never ſo 


indirect. They — ſo far as to the remote 
conſe- 
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eonfequences of a ſteady integrity, and the vaſt 
benefit and advantages which it will OY a-man 
at laſt. 

Indeed if a man were to deal in the world mi 
for a day, and ſhould never have occaſion to con- 
verſe more with mankind, never more need their 
good opinion, or good word; it were then no 
great matter (ſpeaking as to the concernment of 
the- world) if a man ſpent his reputation all at 
once, and ventured it at one throw: but if he 
be to continue in the world, and would have the 
ad vantage of converſation whilſt he is in it, let 
him make uſe of truth and ſincerity in all his 
words and actions; for nothing but this will 
laſt and hold out to the end. All other arts 
will fail, but truth and integrity will carry a man 
through, and bear him out to the laſt. It is 
Solomon's obſervation, that he lip of truth is efta- 
bliſhed, but a lying tongue is but for à moment. 

Every man will readily grant, that truth and 
ſincerity are great virtues, and arguments of a 
generous mind; but that there is ſo much of 
true wiſdom in them, and that they really ſerve 


to profit our intereſt in this world, ſeems a great 


paradox to the generality -of men, and yet I doubt 
not but it is undoubtedly true, and generally 


found to be ſo in the experience of mankind. 
| * ; 


: 
* wann 


— 


[ 310 ] : 
Laſtly; To what purpoſe ſhould one be ſo 


cunning, when our abode in this world is ſo ſhort 


and uncertain ? Why ſhould any man, by diſſem- 
bling his judgment, or acting contrary to it, incur 
at once the diſpleaſure of God, and the diſcontent 
of his own mind; eſpecially, if we conſider, that 


all our diſſimulation ſhall one day be made mani- 


feſt, and publiſhed on the open theatre of the 
world, before God, angels, and men, to our ever- 
laſting ſhame and confuſion ?. 

Let us then be now what we would be glad to 
be found in that day, when all pretences ſhall be 
examined, and the cloſeſt hypocriſy of men ſhall 


be laid open, and daſhed out of countenance . 
when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be : diſcloſed, 


and all the hidden works of darkneſs ſhall be re- 


vealed ; and all our thoughts, words, and actions, 


ſhall be brought to a ſtrict and ſevere trial, and be 
cenſured by that impartial and infallible judgment 
of God, which is according to truth, in the 
day when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of men by: 


Jeſus Chriſt. 
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